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ME-ECS-1

ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION for STATE AND FEDERALLY PROTECTED SPECIES & HABITAT
	Client Information

	Client:       
	Project Location (County & Town):       

	Address:      
	City/State/Zip:       
	Date:      

	NRCS Contact Information

	NRCS Planner:       
	Date:       

	Address:       
	City, State/Zip:       

	Phone:       
	Email:      
	Fax:      


Do not disclose personally identifiable information of clients during discussions with other entities unless Amendment ME-11 MacroButton "FollowLink" 
/GM/120/408C is satisfied.
1. NRCS/TSP.  Are there any state or federally protected species or habitats known to be on and/or are within ¼ mile (a.k.a., a “hit”) of the planning area (i.e., site where practices are to be installed)?  Use visual observation, local knowledge and NRCS GIS overlays to identify whether protected species or habitats (does not include Focus Area boundaries) are mapped.  “Hit” or not, provide the client a copy of NRCS’ Fact Sheet MacroButton "FollowLink" 
 called Rare, Declining, Imperiled Species and Habitat, and Your Conservation Project, and discuss NRCS’ and client responsibilities regarding state and federal law.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO (  NRCS places this ECS-1 form in the customer’s “Determinations” folder and a copy of the protected species inventory map(s) in the “Resource_Maps” folder of Toolkit.  Proceed with planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES (  Proceed to 2.

2. NRCS/TSP.  The lead agency is:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (a)  Another federal agency (e.g., USDA-FSA) ( Inform the lead agency of any protected species and\or habitat “hits” discovered during inventories conducted under step 1 above.  Planners may provide technical assistance to the lead agency (e.g., maps, description of the proposed actions, proposed conservation measures needed to minimize potential adverse effects), as needed.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  The lead agency has provided NRCS written documentation of their “No Effect” determination OR that all necessary consultations have been completed ( NRCS places this ECS-1form in the customer’s “Determinations” folder and a copy of the protected species inventory map(s) in the “Resource_Maps” folder of Toolkit, and proceed with assistance.  Otherwise, discontinue assistance.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (b)  NRCS, and
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Future agency financial assistance or control is not the intent of this plan ( NRCS places this ECS-1 form in the customer’s “Determinations” folder and a copy of the protected species inventory map(s) in the “Resource_Maps” folder of Toolkit.  Proceed with planning.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Future agency financial assistance or control is the intent of this plan (  Go to Step 3.
3. NRCS/TSP.  Can any proposed action detrimentally or positively affect state or federally protected habitats or species either directly or indirectly?  If impacts are likely or possible, indicate so on the ME-CPA-52 and develop alternatives to avoid or minimize adverse effects.  The following links provide guidance on practice effects for Atlantic salmon, shortnose sturgeon MacroButton "FollowLink" 
 or Canada lynx MacroButton "FollowLink" 
.  Similarly, in Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) sub-watersheds, refer to the EFH matrix MacroButton "FollowLink" 
for guidance.  TSPs Stop – NRCS must complete from this point forward.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (a)  NO – Only answer “NO” if there is no possibility that protected habitats or species will be affected (either positively or negatively) (NRCS places this ECS-1 form in the customer’s “Determinations” folder and a copy of the protected species inventory map(s) in the “Resource_Maps” folder of Toolkit.  List Farm and Tract numbers and all species or habitats for which the planned action will have no effect, and justify your decision in the space provided below, or attach a document with this information:
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (b)  YES – There is potential for short- or long-term effects due to the proposed action.
Note: If an interagency consultation is needed the client’s and landowner’s, if different, must provide written authorization for NRCS to release personally identifiable information (Amendment ME-11 MacroButton "FollowLink" 
/GM/120/408C).
1. EFH – When practices are located within 500 ft of a perennial stream.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Planned practices have a check in the “May Adversely” column of the EFH matrix MacroButton "FollowLink" 
 AND conservation measures (See practice summary of effects ( ME eFOTG MacroButton "FollowLink" 
/Section IV/B) can be implemented to minimize potential effects to where adverse effects are not likely to occur. ( NRCS places this ECS-1 form in the customer’s “Determinations” folder, and a copy of the protected species inventory map(s) in the “Resource_Maps” folder of Toolkit.  Proceed with planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adverse effects to salmon or their habitat are likely to occur ( Complete the following section for Federal consultations, and consult with the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as directed in step 4 below.

2. Federal ESA
(i)  Lynx, A. salmon and\or Shortnose Sturgeon: Can practices be implemented as required in the lynx practice effects matrixMacroButton "FollowLink" 
 or practice effects matrix for Atlantic salmon, shortnose sturgeon MacroButton "FollowLink" 
to achieve a “Not Likely to Adversely Affect” (NLAA)” determination?  List NLAA Practices:  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES ( Place this ECS-1 form in the customer’s “Determinations” folder, and a copy of the protected species inventory map(s) in the “Resource_Maps” folder of Toolkit.  Check the species and habitat for which no further consultation(s) will be needed:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 A. Salmon    FORMCHECKBOX 
 A. Salmon Critical Habitat    FORMCHECKBOX 
  S. Sturgeon
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Lynx  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Lynx Critical Habitat
Proceed with planning.  If the proposed action is in an area regulated by NOAA (seaward of head of tide) send electronic copies of a location map and the ECS-1 completed to this point to Max.Tritt@noaa.gov MacroButton "FollowLink"
 
.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO ( Complete the section for Federal consultations, and consult the appropriate federal agency as directed in step 4 below.
(ii)  Other ESA-listed SpeciesMacroButton "FollowLink" 
( complete the section for Federal consultations, and consult the appropriate federal agency as directed in step 4 below.
(iii) Candidate Species or Proposed Species/Critical HabitatMacroButton "FollowLink"
: ( contact the NRCS’ State Biologist.
3. Maine ESA or At-Risk AnimalMacroButton "FollowLink"
 or Plant SpeciesMacroButton "FollowLink"
 & Essential or Significant Fish and Wildlife Habitats


( Complete the section for State consultations, and consult as directed in step 4 below.
4. NRCS initiate consultation with State and\or Federal agencies.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (a) Consultation(s) is\are needed, but the landowner and client, if different, did not provide NRCS permission to release personally identifiable information ( Stop all assistance for actions that may affect protected resources.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  (b) Send electronic copies of this form, a topo map clearly identifying the project’s location, resource inventory map(s), and conservation plan map(s) which clearly delineates the location and extent of NRCS conservation practices to: Maine.NAP@maine.gov MacroButton "FollowLink" 
for state consultations, Shay_White@fws.gov MacroButton "FollowLink" 
for projects potentially affecting A. salmon\critical habitat landward of head-of-tide, Shay_White@fws.gov MacroButton "FollowLink" 
for projects potential affecting lynx, or Lou.Chiarella@noaa.gov MacroButton "FollowLink" 
for EFH consultation.
ESA consultations for projects potentially affecting A. salmon\critical habitat seaward of head-of-tide or sturgeon, the documents mentioned above will need to be printed and mailed to the NOAA’s office in Gloucester, MA with a cover letter.  See the attachment to Maine Bulletin 190-9-8 MacroButton "FollowLink" 
for a template cover letter to be used for this purpose.  If time is a priority, also send electronic copies of the required documents to ink"Max.Tritt@noaa.gov Macrobutton "FollowLink"
 
.
5. Does informal interagency consultation result in a determination of no effect, regulatory agency concurrence that the proposed action is not likely to adversely affect (NLAA) species, will not destroy or result in adverse modification of protected habitats, or is wholly beneficial?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES – Place this form and all correspondence in the customer’s “Determinations” folder, and a copy of the protected species inventory map(s) in the “Resource_Maps” folder of Toolkit.  Proceed with planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO – Continue the ESA consultation process to avoid or minimize likely adverse impacts to greatest extent practicable. Consider contacting your NRCS State Biologist for assistance.
A. Project Objective:       
B. The Existing Baseline Condition:       
C. The Proposed Planned Condition:       
	Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) or Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Consultation
NRCS is seeking concurrence from the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) or the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on NRCS’ opinion regarding the effects of the practices listed below.  NRCS is intending to provide financial assistance to install these practices, pursuant with contractual program agreements with NRCS clients.  
Describe below NRCS conservation practices that will likely affect Federal Threatened or Endangered (T or E) species or designated critical habitat (CH).  Provide a detailed description of how the practice will be applied and how potential adverse effects will be minimized (e.g., required setbacks, buffers, erosion control techniques, operation and maintenance requirements, work windows, etc.)  Be specific or the Services will return the form with a request for more information, and your project will be unnecessarily delayed. If a Technical Service Provider or consultant is involved, they may need to provide specific project details.  If there is more than one federal ESA species involved or both species and critical habitat are involved, do separate effects analyses in the spaces below.
If this is an EFH consultation area for Atlantic salmon and NRCS is determining there can be an adverse effect from the proposed action, please check the following box    FORMCHECKBOX 
    If NMFS provides conservation recommendations (CM) below, the DC will need to respond in writing to NOAA within 30 days whether the CM are to be incorporated in final practice designs.
For informal ESA consultations, check the applicable boxes below:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 – A. salmon       FORMCHECKBOX 
 – Designated salmon CH        FORMCHECKBOX 
 – Shortnose Sturgeon       FORMCHECKBOX 
 – C. lynx; may include CH     

	Practice Name
	Description of Practice Application/Benefits & Effects

	A.      
	

	Tract; Field(s):      
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	B.      
	     

	Tract; Field(s):      
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	C.      
	     

	Tract; Field(s):      
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	D.      
	     

	Tract; Field(s):      
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	E.      
	     

	Tract; Field(s): 
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Certified Conservation Planner Signature (Initials):
	     
	Date
	     

	USFWS or NMFS Response
	Species\Habitat

	The proposed action  
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	The proposed action 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	The proposed action 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Comments:
	     

	Reviewer(s) 
	     
	Supervisor Signature or Initials:
	     
	Date:
	     


A. Project Objective:  
B. The Existing Baseline Condition:       
C. The Proposed Planned Condition:       
	Maine Endangered Species Act (MESA) and\or Essential or Significant Wildlife Habitats
NRCS is seeking concurrence from Beginning with Habitat (BWH; a joint effort by the Maine Natural Areas Program and Maine Department of Inland Fish and Wildlife) on NRCS’ opinion regarding the effects of the practices listed below.  NRCS is intending to provide financial assistance to install these practices, pursuant with contractual program agreements with NRCS clients.
Describe below NRCS conservation practices that will likely affect State protected species and habitats, or habitats of special significance.  Provide a detailed description of how the practice will be applied and how any potential adverse effects will be avoided (e.g., required setbacks, timing of application, operation and maintenance requirements, use of silt fence or other erosion control techniques to prevent sediment from entering aquatic habitats, work windows to avoid impacts, etc.)  Avoid generalities, be specific or BWH will return the form with a request for more information, and your project will be unnecessarily delayed. You may need to have a Technical Service Provider or consultant provide specific details.
Informal consultation is being initiated for the following state protected species or mapped habitats:       

	Practice Name
	Description of Practice Application/Benefits & Effects

	A. 
	

	Tract; Field(s): 
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	B. 
	

	Tract; Field(s): 
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	C. 
	

	Tract; Field(s): 
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	D. 
	

	Tract; Field(s): 
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	E. 
	

	Tract; Field(s): 
	Anticipated Effect:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Certified Conservation Planner Signature (Initials):
	     
	Date:
	     

	Maine Natural Areas Program and\or Maine Department of Inland Fish & Wildlife

	The proposed action 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Species\Hab:       

	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Species\Hab:       

	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Species\Hab:       

	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Species\Hab:       

	Conservation Recommendations:
	     

	Reviewer(s) 
	     
	Signature

(Initials):
	     
	Date:
	     


GLOSSARY OF EFFECT DESIGNATIONS

Federal ESA Effect Determinations:  For informal ESA consultations, we will be requesting concurrence that the proposed action(s) will have (1) No Effect (“NE” column in the salmon-sturgeon practice effects matrix) on species or designated critical habitat, or the proposed action(s) is\are (2) Not likely to Adversely Affect (“NLAA” column in the salmon-sturgeon practice effects matrix), or the proposed action(s) is\are (3) Likely to Adversely Affect (“LAA” column in the salmon-sturgeon effects matrix).
1. No Effect:  The appropriate conclusion when a proposed action will not affect species or designated critical habitat.  
2. Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA):  The appropriate conclusion when effects are expected to be “discountable” or “insignificant” to the species.  Discountable effects are those that are extremely unlikely (not expected) to occur.  Insignificant effects are those that cannot be meaningfully measured or detected.
3. Likely to Adversely Affect (LAA): The appropriate conclusion if any adverse effect to listed species may occur as a direct or indirect result of the proposed action or its interrelated or interdependent actions and the effect is not discountable, insignificant, or beneficial.

EFH Effect Determinations:  NRCS needs to consult with the NMFS if the proposed action is likely to have an adverse effect on salmon or their habitat in a mapped EFH watershed, and effects of the proposed action cannot be minimized to where effects are not expected to occur by implementing conservation measures.
State of Maine Effect Determinations:  Effect calls for state protected species and habitat will mimic those for the Federal Endangered Species Act, except for the exclusion of language pertaining to critical habitat.
AGENCY PERSONNEL & PHONE NUMBERS
Federal Endangered Species Act



Maine Endangered Species Act & Habitat Laws
USFWS






Maine Protected Animals or Essential or Significant Atlantic Salmon (Landward of head-of-tide)


Wildlife Habitats - MDIFW
Wende Mahaney





John Pratt, Augusta
Phone: (207) 866-3344, Ext #118



Phone: (207) 287-5252, or your MDIFW









Regional Wildlife or Regional Fisheries Biologist

Canada Lynx, and Other Federal Species


Maine Protected Plants - MNAP
Mark McCollough





Lisa St. Hilaire
Phone: (207) 866-3344, Ext #115



(207) 287-8046

NOAA/NMFS

Atlantic Salmon (Seaward of head-of-tide)
& Shortnose Sturgeon
Max Tritt
Phone: (207) 866-3756
Essential Fish Habitat (NOAA/NMFS)
Lou Chiarella
Phone: (978) 281-9116
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