
 
 

Determining Maintenance of Drainage Systems 
 

--For Ditches – the work involves cleaning out of existing drainage ditches, with no 
deepening or widening beyond the conditions that existed as of December 23, 1985? 
Or:  
--For Tile – the work involves repairing existing tile systems that existed as of 
December 23, 1985, with no increase to depth, size, and grade of the tile*? 
*Capacity MAY be increased to accommodate increased water regimes per 7CFR§12.33(a) 

No 

No 

Yes 
Yes 

No 

Yes  

Was the drainage system in place or commenced as of December 23, 
1985, or authorized by NRCS if installed after December 23, 1985? 
[If the site was not capable of being cropped (i.e., cleared of woody 
vegetation and sufficiently drained to support crop or forage 
production), on December 23, 1985, it is not PC, FW, or FWP.] 
 

For PC or NW—The area for which drainage 
maintenance is proposed is Non-Wetland (NW) 

or Prior Converted Cropland (PC). 

For FW or FWP—The land for which 
drainage maintenance is proposed is 
Farmed Wetland (FW) or Farmed Wetland 
Pasture (FWP). 

Will the drainage maintenance affect 
wetlands, FW or FWP adjacent to or near 
the NW or PC? Has the FW or FWP been abandoned? 

The participant should be advised to 
consider requesting a certified wetland 
determination and a scope and effect 
evaluation to ensure that the drainage 
maintenance does not result in conversion 
of other wetlands, FW or FWP. 

Yes 

The work is maintenance.  A certified wetland 
determination is not required.   
 
Document the work is maintenance and keep in 
participant’s file. 

The work is not maintenance.  The 
participant should be advised to request a 
certified wetland determination and scope and 
effect determination, if necessary to determine 
whether work constitutes a conversion unless 
minimal effects provisions apply. 

No 

The activity is 
not 

maintenance. 

The work is 
exempt from the 
WC provision 


