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Overview

Traditionally, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has provided the technical assistance to plan, design,
and guide application of conservation measures for landowners enrolled in USDA programs. Due to the expansion and number
of programs available, it is unlikely that NRCS will be able to provide the same level of technical assistance. USDA seeks to
fill their technical assistance needs by allowing program participants to select certified contractors to assist them with the
implementation of their Farm Bill contract. These certified contractors are known as Technical Service Providers (TSP).

How TSP Process Works

Only individuals, companies, organizations, and local/state governmental agencies that have been certified on the USDA
national registry (Tech Reg.) as TSPs may be reimbursed with USDA funds for services provided. TSP certification is for
individual practices, or groups of practices, required to implement a specific conservation measure. All work completed by
TSPs must meet Florida’s NRCS conservation practice technical standards as outlined in the local Field Office Technical Guide
or eFOTG: http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?map=FL.

Selection of a TSP

At the time the landowner or operator becomes a program participant they have the option of using a TSP for technical
assistance, if one is available. Once a program participant indicates they wish to use a TSP, funds if available, are added to the
contract to cover the expenses when incurred. Farm Bill participants that choose to use a TSP should work closely with their
NRCS District Conservationist to ensure their contracts adequately reflect their TSP needs. When the TSP is needed to install
the practice, the landowner or operator must select a TSP certified to perform the work.

ONRC

A list of eligible TSPs, along with certification criteria, is available at http://techreg.usda.gov/
under the “Find a Technical Service Provider” link at this site. The list includes how to
contact the TSP, what practices they are certified to provide assistance on, what counties they
are willing to work in, and a resume describing their background and qualifications. The
USDA is not involved with selection or payment for services to the TSPs the program
participant selects. The landowner or operator contacts the TSP directly and negotiates the
price at which the service will be provided using USDA not-to-exceed (NTE) rates, also
located at the above TechReg web site. Not-to-exceed rates are the maximum allowable rates
that NRCS will be able to reimburse for the TSP services. NRCS will not pay for TSP
services in excess of the NTE rates. Funds added to a program participant’s contract for TSP
services do not affect the maximum caps for installing conservation practices.

Quality Assurance

NRCS will spot-check a random percentage of the work completed by TSPs to ensure practices are designed and installed to
NRCS technical standards. If the work is found not to meet NRCS requirements, the program participant is responsible for
working with the TSP to bring the practice into compliance.

Quick Link for Locating TSPs
http://techreg.usda.gov/CustLocateTSP.aspx For more Florida TSP information contact your

local NRCS District Conservationist or:

Frequently asked questions
http://techreg.usda.gov/FAQInfo.aspx Greg Hendricks,

State Resource Conservationist
TSP Newsletter 352-338-9543

https://techreg.sc.egov.usda.gov/static/documents/TSPExpress200403.pdf greg.hendricks@fl.usda.gov

Florida The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to

o N R CS Natural Resources help people conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
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