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Feds add $3.2 million to money
for southern Utah flood relief

By Ronenr Gennky
The St Fiskee Triune

WASHINGTON — The Agri
culture Department is sending
an additional £12 milllon to re-
pair food damage in Washington
County as commumities brace for
runoff from record mountain
snowpacks.

The money will be used to re-
store the riverbeds of the Santa
Clara and Virgin rivers to iry to
prevent future flooding in the
county. The Natural Resource
Conservation Service, which ks
part of the Agriculture Depart
ment, had already committed 8§
million to Moo repalrs.

The agency has estimated it
will take 365 milllon more to

T am pleased that we
continue to make
progress toward
securing the necessary
maoney to repair the
Slood damage in
southern Utah.”

SEN. BOB BENNETT

finish the Fivorbed repairs.

Snowpacks ncross the Virgin
River Basin contain about twice
the normal levels of water, ac
cording o official
measurements,

“A record snowpack is wait
ing to come down these two riv-
ers this spring. 1'd like to thank
the [Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service] for doing every-
thing in their power to make
sure our citizens will be pro-
tected when it happens,” sakl
Sen. Orrin Hatch.

Hatch sent a letter to Agricul-
ture Secrotary Mike Johanms lust
month pressing for the funds.
Last week, he met with Sylvia
Gillen, the Utah head of the con-
servation service, and was ns-
sured the $3.2 million was com
gz soan. He praised the agency’s
wlfarts, saying it has been “heroke
firom Day One of this food.”

Sen. Bob Bennett said in a
statement that the money will be
helpful in the county’s efforts to
repalr jis witershed.

“1 am pleased that we con-
tinue to make progress toward
sectiring the necissary money to
repair the flood damage in
southern Utah,” Bennett said

Bennett, who Is chatrman of
the Senate subcommitiee that

sets the Agriculture Depart-
ment's budpet, sid he would
keep working to get more money
for the area
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