Non-Government Organizations

Asaciacion Vecinos de la Parguera

CAMARED

Centro de Educacién, Conservacion e Interpretacion

Ambiental (CECIA)

Comité Caborrojefio Pro-Salud y Ambiente
Comité Piloto Defensa Agua y Ambiente
Frente Unido Pro-Defensa del Valle de Lajas
Convento Hnas. Fatima. Santa Rita, Guanica
Asoc. Pescadores Parguera
Amigos pro Bosgue Seco de Guanica
Asociacion Vecinos de La Parguera
Asociacion de Agricultores del Valle de Lajas
Pescadores de Guéanica
Colegio de Agrénomos Distrito de Lajas

Western Hay Farm-Jorge Ferrer Graniela
(Feria Agricola de Lajas)

Ndcleo Hortalizas Suroeste, Inc.
Nucleo Productores Pequefios Rumiantes Suroeste
Nicleo Ganado de Carne Suroeste
Nucleo Productores de Café Alturas
Nucleo Productores de Cerdos Suroeste
Ndcleo Hortalizas Suroeste
Nucleo Pifia Cabezona Valle de Lajas

Universidad Interamericana — Recintos de Ponce y
San German

PBS & J Caribe, LLP

Envirosurvey, Inc.

Cultural Resources include
structures from the

Spanish colonization.

Partners... Government Organizations

Puerto Rico Department of Agriculture
Puerto Rico Land Authority
PR Dept. Natural and Environmental Resources
PR Energy Power Authority
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Center for Watershed Protection
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Rio Loco Dam

For more information visit: www. pr.nrcs.usda.gov

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, relig-
ion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because
all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance pro-
gram. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

USDA

== O NRCS

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Caribbean Area

RiO LOCO WATERSHED

Helping People Help the Land
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0 Loco Watershed

Rio Loco Watershed

Rio Loco Watershed is located in the southern coast
of Puerto Rico. This project was identified by USDA
as part of the US Coral Reef Task Force effort for
coral reef conservation. Some of the characteristics
of this watershed are:

Temperatures from 69° to 72° F

Rainfall <20 to over 100 inches/yr.

Steepland to flatland (Including salt flats)

Total land: approximately 52,000 acres. Crop-
land (coffee, citrus, banana, plantains, vegeta-
bles) and grasslands mainly for beef cattle.
Humid and Dry Subtropical Forest

Presence of coral reefs

Scenic views to the Caribbean Sea

Historical sites

Threatened and Endangered Species

Rio Loco Watershed Conservation Objective

Improve and protect coral reefs ecosystems from non-

point sources of pollution from agriculture.

Benefits:

Reduce contaminant loads to the bay
Reduce soil erosion and sediment deposition

Improve filtering capacity of riparian areas

Resource Concerns

Soil erosion

Sediment Deposition

Water Quantity and Quality
Domestic Animals

Plant Condition

Flooding

Contaminants found in the area include: Nitrogen, Sedi-

ment, Bacteria, storm water runoff from engines and

legacy contaminants such as DDT.

Core Conservation Practices

Clearing and Snagging
Conservation Crop Rotation
Cover Crop

Filter Strip

Grassed Waterway
Individual Terrace

Infiltration Ditch

Irrigation Water Management
Nutrient Management

Pest Management

Reduced Water and Energy Coffee Conveyance Sys-
tem

Residue and Tillage Monq?emenf (No Till /Strip Till/
Direct Seed) and Mulch Til

Riparian Forest Buffer

Riparian Herbaceous Cover

Row Arrangement

Runoff Management System
Streambank and Shoreline Protection

Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility

Trails and Walkways
Waste Storage facility
Woaste Utilization
Waste Transfer
Wetland Enhancement

Wetland Restoration

Vegetative Barrier

Supporting Conservation Practices

Access Control

Brush Management

Bedding

Contour farming

Contour Orchard and Fruit Area
Critical Area Planting

Fence

Grazingland Mechanical Treatment
Heavy Use Area Protection

Hillside Ditch

Irrigation System (microirrigation, sprinkler
and Tailwater recovery)

Irrigation Water Conveyance, Pipeline
Multi-Story Cropping

Open Channel

Pasture and Hay Planting

Prescribed Grazing

Pumping Plant

Roof Runoff Structure

Stream Crossing

Tree/Shrub Establishment

Woater and Sediment Control Basin

To learn more about USDA NRCS Conservation Prac-

tices visit eFOTG’s at:

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Technical/Standards/nhcp.html
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