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Conservation Tour & Funding Opportunities Meeting
Huge Success

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Oklahoma Tribal Conserva-
4 Other News tion Advisory Council (OTCAC), Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the lowa Tribe of
Oklahoma partnered to hold a conservation informational meeting to discuss funding

_ opportunities for local farmers, ranchers, Tribes and tribal landowners. Valuable infor-
4 mation was provided to attendees on the new Conservation Stewardship Program

¢ (CSP) and other USDA Farm Bill Programs. A presentation on Farm Recording Keep-
ing, a unique conservation tour and information on community based opportunities

¥ were provided to attendees.

8.1 All the meeting attendees had the opportunity to participate in a farm tour that encom-
* passed an assessment and identification process of conservation concerns and how
those concerns may be addressed through a conservation program and technical assis-
" tance. Attendees also had the unique opportunity to tour lowa Tribe’s eagle rehabilita-
tion Aviary center and capture a glimpse of their buffalo herds that the Tribe is effec-
ively managing. The Tribe developed an eagle rehabilitation program in order to pro-
ect injured eagles and increase community awareness of wildlife and Native American
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NRCS program specialist, Matt Ward, provided an overview of NRCS
Farm Bill Programs. FSA program specialists, Gail Holland and Tracy
Imke, provided an overview of FSA programs. David Moore, Tribal Re-
lations coordinator for USDA Rural Development, provided information
on community based grants and opportunities. Terry Dupree, program
and wildlife specialist, for US Fish and Wildlife, provided information Vil
on all programs available, with special emphasis on wetland and outdoor \h
classroom opportunities. Damona Doyle, a professor at Oklahoma State || {
University, provided information and tips for farmers, ranchers, Tribes |
and tribal members on the topic of recording keeping. The outreach
meeting was a tremendous success due to the strong partnership efforts
of the Towa Tribe of Oklahoma, NRCS, FSA and OTCAC. Currently the lowa Tribe has 39

eagles in their rehabilitation center
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2011 Oklahoma Retfirements

After 40 years of Federal
service Stephen Tully is
Retiring from NRCS on December 30, 2011

Steve started his federal service in 1967 when he joined the
U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War. The recruiting slogan
that says “join the navy and see the world” was certainly
true in his case. After being discharged in 1971, he enrolled
at Oklahoma State University and in 1975 earned a B.S. de-
gree in Zoology with an option in wildlife management.
After graduation, Steve began his career with SCS/NRCS in
the Chandler Field Office as a soil conservationist. He notes
that “we sure did build a lot of ponds in Lincoln County in

those days”.

In 1977, he transferred to the Watershed Planning Staff in
Claremore. Environmental legislation such as NEPA and the

ESA had recently been enacted and the planning staff

needed a biologist to write Environmental Impact State-
ments, address T&E species issues, conduct habitat assess-
ments, and develop mitigation plans. Steve said he initially
took some ribbing from the old-timers on the staff who did-
n’t quite know what to think when he would point out po-
tential adverse project impacts to things as inconspicuous
as little fish with names like highfin carpsucker and banded

pygmy sunfish.

In 1985, Steve accepted the state biologist position in Still-
water. Initially, the job focused on providing the traditional
technical assistance to field offices and landowners on fish
and wildlife management issues. However, the 1985 Food
Security Act arrived the next year and brought a lot of new
rules and programs that drastically changed the focus of the
job. “Swampbuster” provisions required the agency to
complete county wetland inventories (the mylars) and pro-
vide wetland determinations to all producers. This re-
sulted in hundreds of wetland appeals around the state and
kept Steve busy for the first few years on the new job. He
says there were a lot of angry farmers and it was the least
favorite period of his career. Other programs that the bi-
ologist was initially responsible for administering, such as
WHIP and WRP, were a lot more fun to work with. Steve
particularly enjoyed his involvement in WRP. He says it was
“because you didn’t have to wait very long to see the re-
sults of your efforts. Just add a little water and before you
know it, the plants and animals are right back on a wetland
that might have been drained and cleared for farming 50

years ago.”

Steve has had the opportunity to provide tech-
nical assistance to field offices and landowners
in all 77 Oklahoma counties on a wide variety
of resource issues and has visited several other
states and the national office for training and
work details. These travels and experiences
are among the things he says he will miss the
most about retiring. However, he says the
thing he will miss the very most are the rela-
tionships with his fellow NRCS employees,
other agency staff (especially ODWC and
FWYS), and all the landowners who he has had

the privilege to work with over the years.
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After over 36 years of service Jasper Parker has announced his
retirement effective December 30, 2011.

Jasper began his career with the SCS/NRCS in 1975 as a Soil Conservationist at
the Kingfisher Field Office. He has also served as a soil conservationist at Ada
and Woodward. Since then, Jasper has held several positions with NRCS in-
cluding Agriculture Economist on the Watershed Planning Staff at Chickasha,
District Conservationist at Konowa and Wewoka, Area Conservationist at
McAlester, Assistant State Conservationist (FO) at McAlester and Stillwater,
Assistant State Conservationist for Outreach and Civil Rights, and currently
serving as the acting ASTC (FO) for Zone 2. Jasper also served as the Acting
Public Affairs Specialist for the agency for four years.

Jasper is a native of Boley, Oklahoma and he is an alumnus of Langston Uni-
versity where he earned a Bachelor Degree in Agriculture Economics.

We wish Jasper the very best in his retirement.

Winston Hook, SCT - Madill FSC

Paul Parham, SCT - Atoka FSC

James Green, DC - |dabel FSC
Robert Dukes, SCT - Oklahoma City FSC
David Wells, Agronomist - McAlester TSO

Kenneth Swift, DC - Idabel FSC
Greg Kindell, RC&D Coordinator - Tulsa
Larry Wright, RC&D Coordinator - Cordell

Angela Williams, RC&D Coordinator - Pauls Valley
Carl Smith, RC&D Coordinator - Enid
Becka Redding, STC Secretary, State Office

Terri Daniel, Visual Information Specialist, State
Office

Joni Mustain, Programs Assistant, State Office

Wilma Fraley, Zone Clerk, Claremore TSO

After thirty four years of service, Suzanne Collier, has called
it quits.

She began her career as a student trainee with SCS in 1977
in New Mexico. She worked in three locations in New Mex-
ico, before taking a Team Leader (District Conservationist)
position in Vernal, Utah. After four years in Utah, she re-
turned to a field level planning position in Grand Junction,
CO. In four years in Colorado, she fell in love with (or
started to get along with!l) computers and was thrilled to get
the CAMPS/FOCS Coordinator position in the state office
in Lincoln, NE. After 62 very fulfilling years in Lincoln,
she moved somewhat closer to family to the State Office in
Stillwater, OK. There she served as FOCS/Toolkit Coordi-
nator, assisted with various computer applications as they
were brought on-line, and finished out her term as the Ease-
ment Program Manager for FRPP, GRP, and HFRP.
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Kim Brandt was selected to be the new secretary for the Engineering
staff at the State Office. Kim began her NRCS career in 2010 as the
secretary for Administrative Services in the State Office. Her previous
experience includes working at State Farm Insurance for 10 years and
the Fontana Unified School District for 4 years, both in California. In
2000 Kim and her family relocated to Stillwater where she became self
&= -employed. When not at work at NRCS, Kim continues to work in her
B4 other pursuits as a website developer and selling her crafts online. In
her spare time, she enjoys quality time with her daughter and two
sons, crafting, and doing any DIY jobs around the house that involve
power tools.

On the evening of November 29, 2011 the Stigler NRCS Soil Conservationist, Mike Van Wyk, assisted the
Haskell County OSU Cooperative Extension office conduct a 3-hour Poultry Waste Management Education
session for area poultry operators and commercial and private litter applicators. There were a total of 64 in
attendance to hear OSU Extension personnel discuss poultry law changes in an overview of Senate Bill 93,
E. coli runoff following litter application and Managing Stocking Rates. NRCS personnel presented informa-
tion about the Farm Bill programs and services available, as well as information pertaining to the Women,
Hispanic, American Indian, and African American USDA settlement cases. The meeting was held at the
Stigler Kiamichi Technology Center. Below is a photo of attendees visiting during the event.
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Other News Conf...

Waterfowl Habitat

As odd as it may sound, once in a great while one can find a benefit in a drought....even one as severe as this
year’s. In the spring of 2009 the Cheyenne Field Office was approached by the Dobson Ranch about construct-
ing a pond across a wet area located on the ranch northwest of Sweetwater, Oklahoma. This site was not only
‘wet’, but VERY wet. This created quite a challenge in not only constructing the pond but even finding a con-
tractor willing to tackle the job. The channel of this site is approximately 600’ across and, at the time of our first
survey was virtually flooded. However, a contractor was found willing to take on the job and construction began
in August, 2011. Due to the drought there was very little standing water and the pond was completed on Octo-
ber 31, 2011. This pond consisted of approximately 13000 cubic yards of embankment with a 60”” manifold riser
and 307 barrel for drawdown. At permanent pool the surface of the pond will cover 10.23 acres. There were

ducks and geese on the water even before the structure was completed.
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