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NRCS Participates at the 17th Annual Inter-Tribal Environmental
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Council Conference

Engineering 2 |The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) participated at the Inter-
Tribal Environmental Council Annual Conference August 7th and 8th in Catossa,
Oklahoma. NRCS partnered with the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory
Council (OTCAC) and the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) to sponsor
the conference. The ITEC annual conference provided the opportunity for Tribal
representatives, tribal environmental specialists and conservation professionals to
obtain a firsthand view of various products, training materials and conservation
opportunities that are necessary to enhance Tribal environmental land conserva-
tion programs to protect Tribal lands for future generations.

Water Resources
Zone 1 Review

4
5
Zone 2 Review 8
9

Zone 3 Review

Zone 4 Review 11

Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS American Indian and Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program Manager and
District Conservationist for the NRCS Purcell and Norman field offices, presented on strong partner-
ships and new outreach efforts in Indian Country. Richard Zetterberg, NRCS assistant state conserva-
tionist for programs, provided an overview of Farm Bill Programs and provided detailed information on
the conservation opportunities available to Tribes, Tribal members, underserved populations and local
farmers and ranchers in Oklahoma. Caleb Stone, NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection program
(EWP), manager, presented on restoration projects completed under the EWP to the Tribal representa-
tives in attendance. Mr. Larry Caldwell, Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC), presented on
NRCS and OCC conservation efforts to protect existing flood control structures across Oklahoma. NRCS
and OCC presentations were designed to improve communication networks and outreach efforts to in-
sure that all populations are aware of conservation programs available to them through federal and
state agencies.

Darrel Dominick, OCC Tribal liaison, Mark Harrison, OCC Information Officer and Dr. Crouch, NRCS,
partnered to have a conservation informational booth at the conference that provided information about
the conservation opportunities to Tribes, tribal representatives and tribal members.

Mark Harrison, OCC,
with Tribal representa-
tives visiting NRCS,
OTCAC and OCC con-
servation partnership
booth for program
information.

Cherokee
Color Guard

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Engineering Review submitted by Chris Stoner

Brian B. Bredesen Retires

Brian B. Bredesen retired on August 3, 2012 after 32
years of service with the NRCS. Brian started his ca-
reer with the Soil Conservation Service in Okmulgee
in 1979. He transferred to the State Office in 1990. A
retirement celebration was held at Chris Stoner’s
home in Stillwater, Oklahoma where Brian was pre-
sented with a length of service plaque and a spot
award for his professional conduct and integrity as a
Civil Engineering Technician. Brian is an avid outdoor
barbeque chef. In retirement Brian will continue to be
heavily involved with the Elks Lodge which does many
non profit fund raising events for area organizations.

Turkey Creek Site 9 Final Inspection

The final inspection for the rehabilitation of Turkey Creek Site 9 was completed on August 22,
2012. This site is located in Washita County north of Burns Flat. Representatives from the
Oklahoma Conservation Commission, Oklahoma Department of Central Services, Washita
County Conservation District, Downey Contracting L.L.C (Contractor), the NRCS State Office,
Pauls Valley Watershed Office, and the Cordell Field Service Center were present. Some of the
main features of the rehabilitation process consisted of installing a new principal spillway inlet
tower and conduit, a concrete impact basin, a rock riprap wave berm, and a 3 bay 510" wide

earthen auxiliary spillway.

| Turkey Creek Site
9 Final Inspection




Engineering Review Cont......

Cottonwood Creek Site 15 Final Inspection

The final inspection was recently completed on Cottonwood Creek Site 15. This site is located
downstream of Cottonwood Creek Site 16 (currently in the rehabilitation design process) and

Site 17, which had rehabilitation completed in Febru-
ary 2011. As a result of a change in hazard classifica-
tion, the site had to be addressed. During the plan-
ning process, decommissioning became the selected
alternative due to several site specific limitations,
with encroachment by homes being a big factor. Site
15 is unique in that it was the first site that was de-
commissioned in Oklahoma for reasons other than
structural 1ssues. The decommissioning process con-
sisted of cutting a notch in the embankment and in-
stalling a rock riprap chute to stabilize and maintain
the sediment trapped by the dam. The rock riprap
chute will carry water flowing down Cottonwood
Creek from the established sediment pool elevation
down a series of riffles and pools to a stable outlet ele-
vation where it is released to function as it did prior
to the dam being constructed originally.

Water Resources Review submitted by Bill Porter

Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 8-16-12

Status

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District
In Planning
Rock Creek 15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD
Planning Completed - Awaiting Design
Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD
In Design
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD
Fourche Maline ™ Latimer Latimer County CD
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD
Cobb Creek 3 Washita Deer Creek CD
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD

Sallisaw Creek 29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD

Estimated completion 12-1-12

Pending Landrights

Pending
Estimated completion 8-15-13
Estimated completion 9-15-13
Estimated completion 9-15-14
Estimated completion 10-15-13



Water Resources Cont....
Watershed

Cottonwood Creek
Sallisaw Creek
Sallisaw Creek

Ft Cobb Laterals
Barntiz Creek
Sallisaw Creek
Sallisaw Creek

Sugar Creek
Caney-Coon Creek
Upper Clear Boggy
Sallisaw Creek
Upper Clear Boggy

Sandstone Creek
Barnitz Creek
Mill Creek
Double Creek
Cavalry Creek
Sandstone Creek

Sergeant Major Creek

Cobb Creek
Sallisaw Creek
Big Wewoka Creek
Cottonwood Creek
Sallisaw Creek
Sugar Creek
Upper Clear Boggy
Cobb Creek

Upper Clear Boggy
Cottonwood Creek
Turkey Creek

Dam No. County Conservation District Status
Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction
54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights
34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending
10 Caddo South Caddo County CD  Estimated start 12-1-12
1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated start 4-1-13
28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD
30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD
Under Construction
L-44 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated completion 9-1-12 *ARRA
2M Coal Coal County CD Estimated completion 2-1-13
33 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD Estimated completion 12-15-12 *ARRA
26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated completion 4-15-13
34 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD Estimated completion 6-15-13 *ARRA
Rehabilitation Completed
16A  Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
14 Dewey Dewey County CD
18 Johnston  Johnston County CD
1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD
6 Washita Washita County CD
12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
2 Washita Deer Creek CD
15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD
29 Seminole  Seminole County CD
17 Canadian  East Canadian CD
18M  Adair Adair County CD *ARRA
L-43  Caddo West Caddo County CD *ARRA
35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD *ARRA
1 Washita Deer Creek CD
36 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD
15 Kingfisher Kingfisher County CD  Decommission *ARRA
9 Washita Washita County CD

*American Recovery
Reinvestment Act
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Zone 1 Review submitted by Lanny Miller

ALFALFA COUNTY - Cherokee Field Service Centers

Friday, August 10th the Alfalfa County Conservation District, with help from Cherokee and
Alva NRCS Field Offices, held the 1st Annual Youth Expo Day.

Alfalfa County Game Warden, Ben Bickerstaff, ran two
tables for our Expo Day. He showed examples of differ-
ent animal tracks and had brought almost all of the
same skins and skulls to match. Thanks Ben!

Shelly Oliphant and Brandi Miller (not Pic-
tured), Woods County District Conservation-
ist and District Secretary, had a messy time
helping the children make their very own
animal footprint casts!

Kayla Puffinbarger, Alfalfa County District Secre-
tary, (The brains behind the operation!) is walking
the children through The Incredible Journey. This
involved the children becoming Water molecules
and moving through the water system, while col-
lecting beads for a representative bracelet at the
same time.

Thanks to Jacobi Cox and Kayla’s
son Payton, we had our Fish Prints
table covered!
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Zone 1 Review Cont....
CANADIAN COUNTY - El Reno Field Service Center

On Saturday, August 11th, 2012, East Canadian County CD partnered with OCC and NRCS to put on a
Charity Dice Run for OCC’s Soil Technician Trainee, Josh McNeff. Recently, Josh was in a near fatal
Motorcycle accident that left him unable to work and he and his family with staggering bills. His time
off work to recover can’t be compensated due to lack of leave benefits. To no fault of his own this inci-
dent happened and we, as his conservation family, came together to help put him back on his

feet. We've collected over $7,000.00 and had several auction items donated including: from Greg Al-
len, DC with NRCS, a two day, two man hog hunt at his Lodge out west. There are still donations be-
ing received so the account will remain open for a couple of months. Donations can be sent to ECCCD
at 1625 E HWY 66, El Reno, OK 73036. Please make all checks out to Cruise 4 a Cause.

All the assistance and donations were great and

well appreciated. As the District Manager of the
| East Canadian County CD I am very proud to be
part of this conservation family. Thank you from
the bottom of our hearts, we truly appreciate all
that you do, Erica Armstrong, DM.

Few of Josh supporters

GARFIELD COUNTY - Enid Field Service Center

An agriculture informational meeting and workshop was held on Thursday, August 2, 2012. The
workshop began at 9:45 am and lunch was provided for all attendees. The meeting was held at the
OSU Experiment Station. Attendees received valuable information on the following topics; No-Till
Crop Rotations presentation was made by Dr. Chad Godsey, OCES, Cropping Systems Specialist. Dr.
Jason Warren, OCES Soil and Water Conservation Management Specialist; presented on

Soil Quality under No-Till Management. Greg Scott, NRCS State Soils Scientist, conducted a

rain fall demonstration with a “rainfall simulator” and provided important information on soil health.
Conservation program information was provided from NRCS, FSA, RD and Risk Management Agency.

The workshop was sponsored by the Oklahoma Tribal Con-
servation Advisory Council, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, Farm Service Agency, Rural Development and
Garfield County OSU Extension Service. The Oklahoma
Tribal Conservation Advisory Council sponsored the lunch.
The workshop was a success and well attended.

Greg Scott, NRCS State Soil Scientist, discussing
soil health and demonstrating what happens to soil
in the rain with a “rainfall simulator”




Zone 1 Review Cont....
WOODWARD COUNTY - Woodward Field Service Center

August 16th, OACD Executive Director, Clay Pope, welcomed a crowd of over 300 people to the Wood-
ward Convention Center for the first screening of an OETA documentary by Ken Burns, called ‘The
Dust Bowl’. Woodward FO & CD had a display booth with information available. Present was a large
NRCS family attendance with Greg Scott, State Soil Scientist, as one of the distinguished panelist. The
entire documentary can be viewed on Nov. 18th and 19t on Public Television.

Numerous area residents, who had experienced the
Dust Bowl Era, gathered for a picture after the
OETA screening

Woodward County Free Fair

With more than 500 people in attendance, the Woodward County CD in cooperation with
NRCS, FSA and RD participated in the Woodward County Free Fair, August 23rd -25th, Infor-
mation from all agencies was available and Dana Bay distributed information on the upcom-
ing 5 State Beef Conference being held from 2:30-7:00 PM, September 4th at the High Plains
Technology Center, Woodward. A dinner will be served by local businesses and foundation.
Topics to be covered are Cattle Feed sources, Cattle Feed systems, Cow replacements, Manag-
ing range resources during and recovering from drought, and Trends and Changes impacting
livestock economics. For more info, contact the WW County CD, 256-5320 Ext. 3

~

Pictured: Holt Hagy,RMS, Bill Covalt, DM,
Dana Bay, OSU Extension Educator, and
Kevin Morehart, SCT
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Zone 2 Review submitted by Chad Kacir
CRAIG COUNTY - Vinita Field Service Center

The annual Craig County fair was held July 23rd
through the 28th in the new Craig County commu-
nity building. A booth was set up as a joint ven-
ture of the Craig County Conservation District
and the Vinita Field Office of the Natural Re

mation on Farm Bill programs, technical assis-
tance, state cost-share program as well as farmer
compensation for claims of discrimination. The
fair was well attended with over 2500 citizens

DELAWARE COUNTY - Jay Field Service Center

The quarterly meeting of the Delaware County Cattleman's Association was held July 21st
starting at 6:00PM at Jerry Davis' Ranch east of Grove Oklahoma. Heather Buckmaster of the
Oklahoma Beef Check Off program handed out flyers and presented information on new mar-
keting opportunities that are present globally. Ryan Sproul, OSU extension agent for Delaware
County discussed the effects of prussic acid and nitrate poisoning that had occurred in the
county causing livestock death. He also discussed the availability and procedures for forage
sampling to detect these substances. Marty Mefford, OCC 319 Honey Creek project coordinator
gave a program update on 319 projects available in the county. Michael Ramming, NRCS Dis-
trict Conservationist, discussed programs available through NRCS for sign up. Many questions
and concerns were brought up about the upcoming farm bill and any availability of disaster re-
lief assistance due to the continuing high heat and drought conditions present in the area.

MUSKOGEE COUNTY - Muskogee Field Service Center

The Muskogee County Conservation District and
NRCS staff set-up a booth at the Muskogee Farmer’s
Market for Earth day. Those present: Rishell Bowler
-DC, Jared Newton-SCT, Trish Kloeckler-District
Secretary, Andy Qualls-District Technician and
Earth Team volunteer Joyce Qualls. Staff gave away
250 loblolly pine trees, provided district news and
Farm Bill program information to interested partici-
pants. Approximately 100 participants stopped by
and visited the booth.




CLEVELAND COUNTY - Norman Field Service Center

Oklahoma’s Statewide Women in Agriculture and Small Business Conference was held on Au-
gust 9 and 10, 2012, at the Moore Norman Technology Center. The Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) partnered with the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council
(OTCAC) and the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) to sponsor the State Women
and Agriculture conference. The agencies partnered to provide information on conservation
opportunities and technical assistance that is available to women in agriculture that may as-
sist them as they move forward to enhance, preserve and protect their farm lands for future
generations. The annual conference provided the opportunity for attendees to obtain a first-
hand view of various products, training materials and conservation opportunities.

Dr. Carol Crouch, district conservationist for NRCS, stated, “The 2 day conference offered a
variety of sessions to assist participants in successfully managing risk for their families, farms
and/or their businesses”. Concurrent sessions were offered for three tracks; agriculture, alter-
native enterprises and business finance. The attendees were able to choose what session was
of most value to them. Attendees also had an opportunity to learn from speakers that in-

cluded local and state producers, entrepreneurs, insur-
ance agents, lawyers, and extension educators while also
receiving valuable information from agriculture agen-
cies. NRCS Soil Conservationist, Cambra Fields, repre-
sented NRCS at the conference and assisted with the
partnership booth.

Cambra Fields, NRCS soil conservationist for Norman
field office, provides Information to attendees during
the breaks at the Statewide Women and Agriculture

GRADY COUNTY - Chickasha Field Service Center

The NRCS & Grady County Conservations Dis-
trict, along with Grady County FSA manned a
booth at the Grady County Fair on August 23-26
in Chickasha, Ok. Posters, brochures, plant seeds
& other information concerning conservation pro-
grams were presented to the public. It has been
estimated that 5,000 to 6,000 people passed by the
booth during this period.




Zone 3 Review Cont...

JACKSON COUNTY - Altus Field Service Center

Since 2005, the Altus Field Office has installed a total of 74 microirrigation subsurface drip
systems covering 7,763 acres in Jackson County. Seventeen of those systems cover 2,084 acres
and have been funded through an Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) (the re-
mainder funded through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program). The Food, Conser-
vation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) authorizes NRCS to use multi-year agree-
ments with partners to provide AWEP technical and financial assistance to eligible producers.
The Jackson County Conservation District wrote a proposal and was awarded funding to help
producers conserve surface and ground water and improve water quality on agricultural land.

Microirrigation systems are proven to be less labor intense and more efficient in water use
than flood irrigation. It is estimated that flood irrigation only uses between 50-65% of the
supplied irrigated water while microirrigation uses between 90-95% of its supplied water.
Producers who have converted to microirrigation also have the ability to apply chemical and/or
nutrients through the drip lines, saving time and money. Another benefit of the drip systems
1s the option of converting to other farming methods, such as, no-till farming and minimum till
farming.

Producers in surrounding counties are starting to notice the benefits and efficiency microirri-
gation has to offer. Microirrigation is becoming increasingly popular in Harmon County, ap-
proximately 2,800 acres are being converted to drip irrigation through the EQIP program, and
more are being planned each year.

The two pumping plants located at the front of

the building, pictured above on the right, sup-
Pictured above left to right are Ronnie Warren, ply the system combined for a flow of 2,592
Soil Conservation Technician, Diana Neumeyer, gallons per minute. This system receives its
Rangeland Management Specialist, and Stacy water from the Lugert-Altus Irrigation District
Riley, District Conservationist, all of the Altus through more than 300 miles of canals and
Field Office, as they inspect one of the 12 sand laterals fed by Lake Lugert-Altus.
filters that are part of a 427 acre system in-
stalled this year.




Zone 4 Review submitted by Jamey Wood
BRYAN COUNTY - Durant Field Service Center
2012 NRCS American Indian Heritage Poster Artwork Presented to Choctaw Nation

The month of November is designated as American Indian Alaskan Native Heritage Month. This pro-
vides an opportunity to make people aware of the history of American Indian and Alaskan Natives and
their contributions to the world. One way NRCS celebrates on a national level is to sponsor a contest for
American Indian artists, with the winning artwork being produced into a poster and distributed nation-
wide. On June 6, the winning artwork was selected for the 2012 American Indian Heritage poster that
will be released during American Indian Alaskan Native Heritage month. The title for this year was
“Our Past, Present, and Future” with the theme being "Tell me and I'll forget. Show me and I may not
remember. Involve me and I'll understand.” This year’s winner of the American Indian Heritage Poster
contest is Kathy Sturch, of Durant, Okla. Sturch is a member of the Choctaw Nation.

Although the poster will not be released until November, NRCS Oklahoma decided to present the win-
ning artwork to the Choctaw Nation during their annual Choctaw Festival. Not all winning artwork is
presented to the artist’s Tribe; however, NRCS leadership felt that presenting the artwork to the artist’s
Tribe provided the opportunity for the Choctaw tribal members to enjoy the artwork as well as recognize
the Choctaw artist, Kathy Sturch. The Choctaw Nation has an art museum located within their 1884
capitol building in Tuskahoma, Oklahoma. This museum houses vintage clothing, tribal documents,
Choctaw pottery, and jewelry and is a Choctaw art gallery.

On August 29, a presentation of the artwork was made
to Chief Gregory E. Pyle, in his office, at Choctaw Na-
tion Headquarters in Durant, Oklahoma. Presenting
the artwork was Jamey Wood, Assistant State Conser-
vationist for NRCS. Also present were; Dr. Crouch,
National AI/AN SEPM; Ann Colyer, Choctaw Nation
NRCS Liaison; Valerie Hannon, NRCS district conser-
vationist for the NRCS Durant field office and Choc-
taw administrative staff. Chief Pyle and NRCS will be
working together to plan an autograph signing of the
poster with Kathy in November.

Photo Left to Right:
Kathy Sturch, Choctaw Artist,
Jamey Wood, NRCS
Chief Gregory Pyle, Choctaw Nation




Zone 4 Review Cont....

POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY - Shawnee Field Service Center
Conservation Partners Hold USDA Farm Bill Programs Meeting & Conservation

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) partnered with the Oklahoma Tribal Con-
servation Advisory Council (OTCAC) to sponsor a USDA programs information meeting and a
conservation work shop that focused on the following topics; Soil Health, Brush Management,
Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC), Farming Labor Laws and South Central
Climate Science. The host for the meeting was the Citizen Potawatomi Nation on their Tribal
Traditions Grounds in Shawnee, Oklahoma.

Presentations on conservation programs were made by NRCS soil scientists Carl Woods and
Jeremy Dennis on Soil Health with a demonstration of a “rainfall simulator”; Dr. Shannon
Ferrell, Assistant Professor, Agricultural Law — OSU Department of Agricultural Economics, on
EPA’s Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) and labor laws & regulations that
apply to employees on the farm; Harry Fritzler, NRCS Resource Specialist, presented on Brush
Management, with focus on Eastern red cedars control and invasive and noxious weeds; April
Taylor, Sustainability Scientist, presented on the South Central Climate Center; Mr. Butch
Garner, Cherokee Nation ranch manager ,presented on conservation in Indian Country and
Alicia Seyler, representing IAC , provided an update on Native American Farmer and Rancher
class action settlement; Keepseagle vs. Vilsack.

Moderator for the workshop Dr. Carol Crouch stated, “There were eighty one in attendance
which included 18 Tribes, tribal members, women and local producers. The workshop was a
huge success due to the strong partnerships between NRCS, OTCAC, Oklahoma Tribal leaders
and other state and federal agencies partnerships efforts.”

L ﬂ

Carl Woods Discussing Soil Health

Benefits and Issues

Dr. Shannon Ferrell
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