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Larry Caldwell Receives ASABE’s Highest Honor

Larry Caldwell, OCC Watershed Specialist and
retired NRCS State Conservation Engineer, was
recently named a Fellow by the American Soci-
ety of Agricultural and Biological Engineers
(ASABE). This is ASABE’s highest honor.
ASABE defines a Fellow as a member of un-
usual professional distinction, with outstanding
and extraordinary qualifications and experience
in, or related to, the field of agricultural, food, or
biological systems engineering. Twenty years'
membership in ASABE is also required. Only
about two percent of the active members of
ASABE have achieved the grade of Fellow. For-
mal recognition will be made at the Society’s an-
nual meeting this summer in Dallas, but it is only
fitting that Larry is congratulated now for this
achievement.

Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 1-18-12

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District  Status
In Planning
Sequoyah County  Estimated completion 10-
Sallisaw Creek 29 Sequoyah CD 1-12
Estimated completion 10-
Rock Creek 15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD  1-12
Upper Black 62 Noble Noble County CD Estimated completion 3-1-
Planning Completed - Awaiting Design
Sequoyah County
Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah CD Pending Landrights
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In Design

Lincoln County CD
Dewey County CD

Dewey County CD
Sequoyah County
CD
Sequoyah County
CD

Latimer County CD

East Canadian CD
Deer Creek CD

Pending

Estimated completion 8-
1-12

Estimated completion 3-
1-13

Estimated completion 4-
15-12

Estimated completion 6-
15-12

Estimated completion 5-
1-13

Estimated completion 6-
1-13

Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction

Logan

Sequoyah
Adair

Pontotoc
Sequoyah

Caddo

Dewey

Washita
Washita
Pontotoc
Caddo
Kingfisher
Pontotoc
Coal

Pontotoc

Logan County CD

Sequoyah County
CD

Adair County CD

Pontotoc County
CD

Sequoyah County
CD

South Caddo
County CD

Dewey County CD

Under Construction

Deer Creek CD

Pending Landrights

Pending Landrights
Estimated start 3-1-12

Estimated start 6-1-12 *ARRA
Pending

Estimated start 8-1-12

Estimated completion 2-
15-12
Estimated completion 5-

Washita County CD 15-12

Pontotoc County
CD

South Caddo
County CD
Kingfisher County
CD

Pontotoc County
CD

Coal County CD

Pontotoc County
CD

Estimated completion
12-15-11

Estimated completion 9-
1-12 *ARRA
Estimated completion 2-

1-12 *ARRA
Estimated completion 4-
15-12

Estimated completion
12-1-12

Estimated completion
12-15-12

*ARRA

*ARRA
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Rehabilitation Completed

Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD

Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD
Johnston County

Mill Creek 18 Johnston CD

Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD

Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County CD

Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD

Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD

Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD

Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD
Seminole County

Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole CD

Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD

Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD *ARRA
West Caddo

Sugar Creek L-43 Caddo County CD *ARRA

*American Recovery
Reinvestment Act

ZONE NEWS
GARFIELD COUNTY Field Service Center

The Garfield County Agrifest provided demonstrations and
seminars for farmers, producers and ranchers. Over 35 ven-
dots and booths were at the event. Ron Hilliard and other
members of the state leadership team participated in the
Oklahoma legislative forum. Staff provided updates on na-
tional and state issues, including the new farm bill and in ad-
dition to visiting one-on-one with farmer and ranch-

ers. NRCS partnered with Garfield County Conservation
District, FSA and RD on the booth space.
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GRANT COUNTY Field Service Center

The Grant County Conservation District, NRCS and OSU Extension hosted their 4th Annual No-till meeting.
Approximately 85 people were in attendance. Speakers for the day were OSU Extension Specialists Drs. Chad
Godsey, Brian Arnall, Jason Warren & Randy Taylor. Topics discussed by OSU were cover crops & rotations,
grazing no-till wheat and water dynamics. NRCS speakers were Greg Scott who demonstrated NRCS’s new rain-
fall simulator and Jeremy Hughes, NRCS Soil Conservationist, who discussed the EQIP no-till incentives and the
Conservation Stewardship Program. Each year the local conservation district invites area businesses to sponsor or
rent booth/equipment spaces. These proceeds allow the conservation district to host the meeting at no charge to
attendees and provide a complimentary lunch. The Conservation District chooses a different 4-H group in the
county each year to provide the meal as a local fund raiser.

On December 5, 2011, at the Major County Fairgrounds, the Major
County Conservation District, NRCS and OSU Extension provided a
meal and prescribed burn training to local producers. There were 47 in
attendance, including some members of the Gloss Mountain Range Man-
agement Association and local fire department representatives. NRCS
State Grazing land Specialists, H. Fritzler & B. Reavis, and J. Weir, OSU
extension specialist, provided training presentations dealing with many
parameters of prescribed burning and firebreaks.

What it looked like before
starting.

NOBLE COUNTY Field Service Center

Noble County Conservation District has been working hard on
operation and maintenance on flood control dams in Noble
County. They are using a skid steer and attachments purchased by
Oklahoma Conservation Commission housed out of Lincoln
County. They have completed 6 dams in three watersheds - Black
Bear Creek Watershed, Red Rock Creek Watershed and Stillwater
Creck Watershed. The work was completed by Wade Warren,
Equipment Manager and Blaine Phillips, seasonal temporary with
the Noble County Conservation District. This maintenance is the
second step in a brush management strategy. The first step was
chemical control, and now mechanical and chemical spot treatment
of small woody brush is being implemented.

What it looks like when
finished.
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Wetlands Reserve Program

There were 45 NRCS employees attending the WRP training at the Kiamichi Technology Center in McAlester
on January 18. The training was provided by Steve Barner, Oklahoma NRCS Wetlands Specialist housed in
McAlester, and Melanie Oliver, NRCS Resource Conservationist (Programs) from the state office in Stillwater.
Scott Schneider, NRCS Agricultural Engineer from the state office, was on hand for additional assistance with
the training. The majority of the state’s certified wetlands are in Zone 4. Pictured are some of the McCurtain
County WRP sites (and yes, those are baby alligators).

RSVP

The Poteau, Stigler and Wilburton NRCS offices will be partnering with the Conservation Districts in Haskell,
Latimer, and Leflore Counties and the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council (OTCAC) to conduct a
conservation outreach meeting on February 23" at the Kiamichi Technology Center in Stigler. The meeting
will begin at 6:00 pm with introductions and a free barbeque dinner following. Presentations will be made by
OSU Cooperative Extension personnel on the following topics: Managing Droughty Pastures for 2012 and
Year Round Grazing Strategies. Anyone is welcome to attend and RSVPs are requested by February 21°
for the meal by contacting any of the three NRCS offices involved in the event. The meeting should conclude
around 8:00 pm.
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