
At the sound of a truck horn, students followed their leaders silently 
from pit to pit and from range site to range site.  In turn, they step up 
to the problem they are trying to solve.  Whether the problem is 
determining the suitability of the soil for a home site or crop land or if 
rangeland can be used to graze a specific number of cattle, the 
competition day of the 60th Annual Land and Range Judging 
Competition has the students looking very serious.   

One team showed up wearing the kind of clothing you’d expect to 
find on investigators from an episode of CSI and the competition 
within a competition is the slogan students choose for their 
competition shirts.  Sayings like, “Land Judging Makes You Think a 
Little Dirty” and “Dirt, It’s What’s for Breakfast” indicate the dedication 
the nearly 700 students have for learning about ecological sciences.  
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Teams from across the nation converge at the 
Redlands Community College and Concho 

Cheyenne Arapaho Agency hosted sites to judge 
soils and rangeland.  Volunteers spend many hours 

preparing the sites for teams to rotate through and 
judge the suitability of each site for predetermined uses.    

The competition has been in Oklahoma for 60 years.  
Students spend two days practicing on sites around the 

Oklahoma City metro area.  On the third day they are 
taken to the competition site that has been kept secret 

until that point. Volunteer  Russell Pierson, 99 yeas old, 
was recognized this year for participating with the 

competition for 59 years. 
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60 Years of Land and Range Judging 

FFA and 4-H students from across the nation competed within their home state for the chance to represent 
their school at the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts sponsored event.  The skills these students 
develop while practicing to compete nationally will serve them well should they choose to enter any of the 
associated biological science, agricultural science or engineering fields.   

The winners of this year’s competition are: FFA Land Judging—Tyler, W. Va. in the team competition and 
Kaliegh Mangrum with Cleburn FFA in Texas for the individual scoring;  4-H Land Judging—North Miami, Ind. in 
the team competition and Travis South from Monroe County, W. Va. in the individual scoring; FFA Range 
Judging—Stockton, Mo. Chapter for the team competition and Rubisel Ramierez of Hamilton, Texas in the 
individual scoring; 4-H Range Judging—Butte County, S.D. in the team competition and Gina Pate from the 
Stockton Seekers Chapter in Mo.; FFA Home Site Evaluation—Tyler, W. Va. in the team competition and Quaid 
Zoda of Southern Wells, Ind. in the individual scoring; 4-H Home Site Evaluation—Barbour County, W. Va. in the 
team competition and Tyler Yamada of the Dirt Devils Chapter from Hawaii. 
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Oklahoma Conservation 
Partnership Report 

May 2011 



PAGE 2 PARTNERSHIP REPORT - MAY 2011 

 

 

New State Rangeland Management Specialist 
The Oklahoma ECS section welcomes new State Rangeland Management 
Specialist Brandon Reavis.  Reavis is a graduate of Oklahoma State University. 
He started his career working for the Rogers County Conservation District at 
the Conservation Education Reserve. In 2001, Reavis worked at the Vinita field 
office as a rangeland management specialist. In 2003, he became district 
conservationist in the Pryor Field Service Center. In 2006, Reavis transferred to 
the Pawhuska Field Service Center as district conservationist. 

EQIP  
The field offices accepted 5,515 applications and to date have developed 1148 contracts through the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program.  These contracts will provide more than $18 million in financial 
assistance for the implementation of conservation practices throughout the state. Over 50 applications were 
received in the Lesser Prairie Chicken Initiative and approximately $800,000 will be available to fund projects 
that will enhance habitat for this candidate species in NW Oklahoma.  The Illinois River Watershed Initiative 
began in 2011 to improve water quality in the Eucha/Spavinaw and Illinois River Watersheds of Northeast 
Oklahoma.  Seventy-seven applications were received and twenty-seven contracts for financial assistance 
were developed.  Over $937,000 will help install conservation practices to address water quality on more than 
10,500 acres within this area.  The Organic Initiative received over 45 applications from producers who are 
transitioning to organic production or are already producing organic products in Oklahoma.  Over $1.5 million 
of financial assistance is available to assist producers in making the switch to organic production and to 
address resource concerns on existing organic farms.  

WHIP 
Oklahoma received 300 applications for financial assistance through the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program in 
2011.  Because of limited funding, only eight contracts for financial assistance were awarded.  Over $151,000 
will be available to install a variety of conservation activities on 2,600 acres of wildlife lands throughout the 
state. 

CSP 
The Conservation Stewardship Program received 1,236 applications for the 2011-1 signup in Oklahoma.  Field 
offices are still working to develop contracts on more than 547,000 acres to enhance conservation and 
address priority resource concerns through this program. 

AWEP 
Oklahoma has two Agricultural Water Enhancement Program project areas. Fourty-four applications for 
financial assistance were evaluated and over $705,000 will be available to install conservation practices to 
conserve water in agricultural operations. 

CCPI 
Oklahoma currently has two approved Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative projects.  The Kiowa 
Tribal CCPI provides financial assistance for conservation practices on lands owned/managed by tribal 
members of seven Native American tribes in Southwest Oklahoma.  $26,000 in financial assistance was 
provided to implement conservation practices on 800 acres in Comanche and Tillman Counties.  

The Sugar Creek CCPI project, a partnership with the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, will provide over 
$528,000 in federal funds to address critical erosion control practices on the Sugar Creek watershed in Caddo 
County.  Through the partnership agreement OCC will provide additional s tate funds of up to $175,000 to 
facilitate these conservation practices. 

Ecological Sciences — submitted by Steve Glasgow 

Programs Information — submitted by Richard Zetterberg 
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 Dean Cook Honored 
Dean Cook, project engineer in the Stillwater Watershed office, retired January 3, 
2011, with 46 years of federal service. A belated retirement luncheon was held at 
Sirloin Stockade in Stillwater celebrating Dean’s accomplishments.  Dean’s wife, 
Kay and all four of their children also attended the ceremony.  

12th National Watershed Conference 
Six members of the Oklahoma NRCS Engineering Staff attended the 12th National 
Watershed Conference.  The conference was hosted by the National Watershed 
Coalition and held May 15-18, 2011, in Oklahoma City.  Attendees from the state 
office engineering and design staff included State Conservation Engineer Chris 
Stoner, Design Engineer Brian Dillard, Agricultural Engineer Valerie Glasgow and 

Design Engineer Heath Sand.  Civil Engineer Kevin Cook, Project Engineer Joe Freeland and Agricultural 
Engineer Curtis Washburn also attended and gave presentations for the technical tour of three Cottonwood 
Creek watershed sites and during technical sessions.  

Keynote speakers for the conference included Congressman Frank Lucas and NRCS Chief Dave White, and  
Louisiana State Conservationist Kevin Norton.  Fifteen concurrent sessions featured technical presentations on 
watershed related projects and issues from across the country.  

Small Watershed Program Designated as a National Historic Landmark 
As part of the National Watershed Conference in 
Oklahoma City, May 17, 2011,  the American 
Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers 
(ASABE) designated the USDA Small Watershed 
Program as a historic landmark of agricultural 
engineering.  More than 150 people attended the 
event featuring Oklahoma Lt. Governor Todd 
Lamb, ASABE President Ron McAllister, USDA NRCS 
Chief Dave White, USDA-ARS Administrator Ed 
Knipling, and OACD Executive Director Clay Pope.  
The theme was to honor the passion and 
innovation of those who built the small watershed 
program and focus on the importance of the 
watershed program then, now, and for years to 
come. 

Oklahoma has a rich history in the Watershed Program and was chosen as the location for the landmark.  An 
Oklahoma red granite monument and two brass plaques were commissioned to recognize the development 
of USDA Small Watershed Program. The granite monument is placed at the State of Oklahoma Agricultural 
Building and the brass plaques will be on display at the NRCS State Office in Stillwater and the ARS Hydraulic 
Engineer Research Laboratory at Lake Carl Blackwell.  A second ceremony was held June 3, 2011, at the 
NRCS State Office in Stillwater to unveil the plaque located at the entrance to the building.  

Ecological Sciences — . . . continued. 
Reavis and his wife Sarah have two children; Amy, 4, and Grant, 18 months.  He is a native of Bartlesville, Okla. 
His family operates a farm traditionally with stocker cattle and wheat/soybeans northwest of Welch, 
Oklahoma. In his spare time, Reavis enjoys woodworking, fly-fishing and golf. 

Engineering Events — submitted by Chris Stoner 
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 Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction  
Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights  

Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah Sequoyah Co. CD Pending Landrights  
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc Pontotoc Co. CD Estimated start 5-1-11  
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc Co.CD Estimated start 4-15-11 *ARRA 
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated start 7-1-11  

Sugar Creek  L-44 Caddo S. Caddo Co. CD Estimated start 6-1-11 *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy  33 Pontotoc Pontotoc Co.CD Estimated start 5-1-11 *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy  34 Pontotoc Pontotoc Co. CD Estimated start 5-1-11 *ARRA 
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher Kingfisher Co.CD Estimated start 5-1-11 *ARRA 
Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah Sequoyah Co.CD Pending  
Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal Co.CD Estimated start 4-1-11  
      
 Under Construction  
Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD Est.completion 6-1-11 *ARRA 
Sugar Creek  L-43 Caddo W. Caddo Co. CD Est. completion 6-1-11 *ARRA 
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD Est. completion 2-1-12  
Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD Est. completion 1-1-12  
      
  Rehabilitation Completed   
Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD   
Mill Creek 18 Johnston Johnston Co.CD   
Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD   
Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County CD   
Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD *Amercan Recovery and  
Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD Reivestment Act  
Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole Seminole Co. CD   
Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD   

      
      

Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 5-18-11  
      

Watershed Dam No. County Conserv. District Status   
      
 In Planning  
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 9-1-11  
Cobb Creek 3 Washita Deer Creek CD Estimated completion 9-1-11  
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD Estimated completion 9-1-11  
      
 Planning Completed - Awaiting Design  

Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah Co.CD Pending Landrights  
Sallisaw Creek  29 Sequoyah Sequoyah Co. CD Pending  
      
 In Design  
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending  
Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo S. Caddo Co. CD Estimated completion 8-1-11  
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 10-1-11  
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 11-1-12  
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 3-1-13  
Sallisaw Creek  28 Sequoyah Sequoyah Co. CD Estimated completion 4-15-12  
Sallisaw Creek  30 Sequoyah Sequoyah Co, CD Estimated completion 6-15-12  
Fourche Maline 7M Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 5-1-13  

Water Resources Report — Submitted by Bill Porter. 
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Fairview Field Service Center 
The Major County Conservation District, the Fairview Field 
Service Center and the Woodward Technical Service Office 
held an Irrigation Water Management (IWM) meeting April 27, 
2011, at the Fairview Field Service Center.  Water 
Management Specialist Don Sternitzke and Resource Soil 
Scientist Troy Collier presented information on the principles of 
irrigation water management as well as how the practice is to 
be implemented.  There was much discussion with the 
producers and all were in agreement that the better irrigation 
is managed, the more advantageous it will be for everyone.  

District Conservationist Michael Roberts discussed program requirements in regard to IWM and heard a 
farmer say “this is a tool we will continue to use after the contract is finished.” Comments like this reminds 
NRCS that good, long-term conservation is being put on the ground.  

Perry Field Service Center 
April 28, 2011, a Pasture Management Tools and Techniques meeting was held in Noble County. Presenters 
discussed weed and brush control, grazing management, prescribed burning, and nutrient and chemical 
use on improved and native grassland.  There were 71 landowners attending this meeting. This was a 
cooperative effort from NRCS, Noble County Conservation District, OSU Extension, DuPont, Stillwater Mill and 
Ranchland Development, Inc.   

Zone 1 Review — submitted by Lanny Miller 

Several people visited a vendor’s booth set up 
at the Pasture Management Tools and 
Techniques Workshop in Noble County.  

Francis Beling, DuPont Representative, spoke at the 
Pasture Management Tools and Techniques 
Workshop in Noble County.  

Alva Field Service Center 
Rangeland Management Specialist Jordan Green 
and Soil Conservation Technician Grayson Fields 
provided educational classes on fish 
management.  They provided classes at the 
Woodward Outdoor Education Day, Freedom 
Outdoor Classroom and the Alva Public Schools 
educational day.  They presented information to more 
than 300 students and look forward to next year’s 
events. 
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Zone 1 Review — . . . continued. 
Newkirk Field Service Center 
Kay County Conservation District hosted the grand opening of a new outdoor classroom, April 28,2011. The 
classroom is called the Kay Co Eco Trail and is located behind the Farm Service Center in Newkirk. The project 
was funded through an OK Department of Tourism Recreational Trails grant, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife grant and 
local donations. 

U.S. Representative Frank Lucas attended and gave opening remarks followed by tours of the classroom.  
Approximately 125 kids attended the natural resources day, rotating through learning stations. Stations 
included OK Fish and Wildlife, OK Conservation Commission’s Blue Thumb Water Quality Program, NRCS Soil 
Scientist Troy Collier, OSU Stream Trailer, and the World’s Second Place Dutch Oven Cooking Team, Curtis and 
Gaye Ann Grace.  

District Equipment Manager Wade Warren 
demonstrates the OSU stream trailer.                          

Soil Scientist Troy Collier explains soils.  

Zone 2 Review — submitted by Jasper Parker 
Dewey Field Service Center 
The Dewey NRCS Field Service Center and the Caney Valley 
Conservation District organized the 17th Annual Conservation 
Education Days held May 4-5, 2011.  In all 442, fourth grade 
students attended the event.  Seven Earth Volunteers assisted 
eight public schools and two private schools throughout 
Washington County in this event.  The students participated in 
nine learning activities including animal damage control 
(trapping), composting and worm farming, forestry, recycling, 
stream investigations, fire safety, water safety, wildlife 
identification and wilderness survival techniques.  Each student 
received a pine tree seeding to take home and plant.  Each 
teacher received a conservation teaching kit, prepared by 
District Secretary Patty Underhill, packed with materials from 
various conservation organizations.  Special thanks to the 
Oklahoma Forestry Services for donating the pine trees and 

District Manager Jick Grant for feeding the presenters and volunteers.  This event would not have been 
possible without the professionals and civic volunteers who made presentations including the Army Corps of 
Engineers, City of Bartlesville Fire Department, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture Wildlife Services/Animal 
Control, Oklahoma Conservation Commission Blue Thumb Program, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation, Oklahoma Forestry Services, OSU Extension Service, Osage Hills State Park, Washington County 
Master Gardeners.  

Paige Belcher teaching forestry to 
Washington County fourth-graders  
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Zone 2 Review — . . . continued. 
Stilwell Field Service Center 
Three Emergency Watershed Protection projects will be completed soon in Adair County.  The projects 
resulted from a successful partnership between NRCS and the Adair County Board of Commissioners and 
landowners at the sites.  For a cost in excess of $140,000, two roads and one bridge, vital infrastructures to the 
residents of Adair County, will be restored and protected.  

In April Adair County received an unprecedented five inches of rain per day for three days.  This resulted in a 
substantial amount of flood damage to the county’s infrastructure.  Pictured above left is a county road 
where the creek removed half of the pavement and unearthed phone lines and water lines.  Prior to the flood 
the stream bank was 20 feet to the right of the exposed water line. Above right the area has been restored. 
The NRCS staff in Stilwell worked with the County Commissioners to get the road back open and protected. 

In the picture above left the white line curving around in the water is an eight inch water line near the bridge 
that crosses Green Creek.  The stream bank was even with the bridge abutment wing prior to the flood. 
Above right crews are working to repair the storm damage. When this project is finished the road and bridge 
will be protected from future erosion. 
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Zone 2 Review — . . . continued. 

Claremore Field Service Center 
The Rogers County Conservation District hosted a 
Billy B concert for area fourth-graders.  There were 
nearly 1000 students in attendance.  Billy B 
performed a natural resource science education 
concert through song and dance.  Following the 
concert the students enjoyed a sack lunch and 
participated in 24 outdoor education activity 
stations.  NRCS participated in three of the activity 
stations.  Other volunteers were from the Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission, the Department of 
Environmental Quality, the Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board, OSU Extension, Cameron 
University, Oklahoma State Parks, RSU, the City of 

Claremore, the City of Catoosa, the Oklahoma Department of Forestry, Master Gardeners, and Recycle 
Oklahoma.  
 

Tulsa Field Service Center 
The Tulsa Field Service Center staff and Soil Scientist Jake Boyett helped the 
Tulsa County Conservation District and the Tulsa Community College 
conduct an area wide land judging contest in Tulsa County. The contest 
was held at the TCC northeast campus in Tulsa. The contestants were 
mostly vocational agriculture students from schools across the central and 
eastern portions of Oklahoma. This year, the winning team was the Ft. 
Townsend FFA Chapter. More than 120 students participated in the event. 

 
Pawnee Field Service Center 
The Pawnee County Conservation District in conjunction with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service held an annual conservation day in 
April.  The Conservation Fair displayed all the posters submitted by schools 
in the county.  Several stations helped kids learn about conservation and included a petting zoo provided by 
the Pawnee County 4-H.  

District Conservationist Joy 
Martin and District Secretary 
Tammie Holder attend Rise and 
Shine at Pawnee Elementary 
School to present awards to 
coloring and poster contest 
winners. 
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Ardmore Field Service Center 
The Ardmore Field Service Center would like to introduce McKenzie “Kenzie” 
Foster, student-trainee rangeland technician. Kenzie is from Velma, Okla., and 
will be a senior at Oklahoma State University majoring in Natural Resource 
Ecology Management. 

Eufaula Field Service Center 
The Eufaula Field Service Center held an annual locally-led meeting for 
McIntosh County May 17, 2011, at the Eufaula Community Center. There were 
67 area producers in attendance. Producers filled out questionnaires to identify 
conservation concerns in McIntosh County. Jacob Worley, district 
conservationist, explained the importance of the locally-led meeting process 
and provided information about the EQIP, CSP, and WHIP programs. Questions 

about issues and concerns were also addressed. 

Marietta Field Service Center 
The Love County Conservation District and Marietta 
Field Service Center hosted the 11th Annual Natural 
Resources Day at Lake Murray State Park April 27, 
2011.  Four area schools in Love County with 125 
fourth grade students and more than 30 teachers, 
presenters, parents and volunteers attended. They 
learned about the natural resources around them 
through the presenters programs. The more the 
younger generation learns about natural resources, 
the better their future will be. 

This year’s presenters were from Oklahoma 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry; the 
Southwest Dairy Museum; Oklahoma Department of 
Environmental Quality; US Fish and Wildlife Service; REA Electric; and OSU Cooperative Extension Service.  
Stigler Field Service Center 

The Haskell County Conservation District and the Stigler Field 
Service Center staff conducted the 20th Annual Fishing Clinic at 
the Stigler Country Club April 28, 2011, for fifth grade students in 
Haskell County. There were about 250 students and teachers 
from 5 schools that attended the event. This clinic provided an 
opportunity to rotate through 12 minute learning stations 
teaching about water quality, fishing tackle identification, 
Oklahoma wildlife rules and regulations and more. Each 
student went home with a goodie bag and a new rod and reel 
provided by area businesses.   

Zone 4 Review — submitted by Jamey Wood 

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer."  
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