VISION: Productive Lands - Healthy Environment -- MISSION: Helping People Help the Land

Healthy Forests Reserve Program
Recognizes Landowners

1 HFRP Program Federal and state officials recognized landowners at the Mary
and Murray Looney Education Center in the Ozark Plateau

Inside This Issue

2 WaterResources Report Wildlife Reserve in Delaware County January 13, 2011. There was

4 Engineering Events an air of levity in the room as the group focused on the reason
they came. Delaware County is one of five counties included in

6 Zone 1 Review the Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP). HFRP is a voluntary

8 Jone 3 Review program established for the purpose of restoring and enhancing
forests to promote the recovery of threatened and endangered

10 Zone 4 Review species, specifically the gray bat, the Ozark big-eared bat, and
the Ozark cavefish. The landowners in the room either had or

12 RC&D Activities were in the process of enrolling some of their wooded land in

HFRP.

State Conservationist Ronald L. Hilliard hands
Barney and Barbara Barnes a plaque
recognizing their efforts to proactively

protect habitat of threatened and
endangered species by accepting an
easement offer to help achieve the
objectives of the HFRP program. Barney, like
the other landowners, expressed thanks for
the program in helping them honor his
father’s wish to keep the land together.

HFRP is implemented by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service in coordination with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
Oklahoma Forestry Service. Oklahoma
received funding for landowners in Adair,
Cherokee, Delaware, and parts of Ottawa
and Sequoyah counties.

Oklahoma NRCS State Conservationist Ronald Hilliard said, “While Oklahoma prides itself on positive
partnership coordination, it is not often these three agencies get to collaborate on a project like HFRP.
This is a program that meets the needs of woodland owners and three endangered or threatened
wildlife species.”

Don and Kathryn McCrary were the first in Oklahoma to close on a permanent easement on 166
acres of their land through the program. They invited their children and their grandchildren to the
celebration because they wanted to emphasize the reason they choose the permanent easement
option. They felt through the program they would be able to leave something behind for the next
generation.
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HFRP Landowners — . . .continued.
Barney and Barbara Barnes also enrolled
some of their acreage in the permanent
easement option. As of January 2011, the
Barnes’ will be one of two sets of landowners
enrolling 720 collective acres in HFRP. Barney
Barnes told the crowd enrolling the property
would allow him to continue his father’s
dream of keeping his acreage together.
Barbara Barnes said, “This land is part of our
soul and we want it to be protected. We
want to protect the wildlife and we love it.”

The Youngbloods, who live very close to the
Barnes’, echoed the sentiment stating “(the
land has) been family land forever and that’s
just the way we want to keep it.” The
Youngbloods lost their father, Delbert, during

This clear water stream flows from a cave on the Ozark the process of enrolling the land but were
Plateau Wildlife Reserve. The cave is an ideal home for happy to be one of three landowners in the
bats, especially the species HFRP is intended to help targeted area accepting 30-Year easements
protect by restoring the surrounding forest habitat. Many bringing the January total for that option to

wooded lands in the target area are so thick with trees the 2,138 acres.

bats are not able to navigate properly to forage for food. Being able to work with private landowners
Landowners agree to restore their wooded lands using tree through HFRP is important because, as USFWS
clearing techniques and prescribed burning. Field Supervisor Dixie Bounds says, “97 percent
of the land (in Oklahoma) is privately owned.
So if the (Fish and Wildlife) Service and the NRCS aren’t able to work with private landowners, our objective of
trying to preserve habitats of rare species really cannot be met at all.”

The landowners maintain ownership of the property but agree to maintain the land as habitat for the
endangered species. Prescribed fire plays a significant role in shaping the plant and animal communities
within the woodlands of northeastern Oklahoma. A healthy, mature, open canopy oak-hickory forest is
critical to the needs of the targeted wildlife species. For the Ozark cavefish, minimizing disturbances and
following water quality best management practices are important considerations. The Ozark big-eared bat
forages primarily on woodland species of moths occurring in open canopy hardwood forests. The Gray bat
also forages in woodland habitats, but prefers to feed along streams, open water bodies, and wetlands
adjacent to forestland. Thinning woodlands is another important practice that promotes a healthy oak-
hickory forest suitable for bat habitat. If enough landowners enroll in the program, the area targeted for
habitat restoration will help protect the targeted species.

Water Resources Report — submitted by Bill Porter
Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 1-19-10

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status

In Planning
Fourche Maline ™ Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 4-1-11
Cottonwood
Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 10-1-11
Cobb Creek 3 Washita Deer Creek CD Estimated completion 9-1-11

Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD  Estimated completion 9-1-11



Water Resources Report — . .. continued.
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Water Resources Report — ...

continued.

Rehabilitation Completed

Sandstone Creek 16A
Barnitz Creek 14
Mill Creek 18
Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6
Cavalry Creek 6
Sandstone Creek 12,17A
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2
Cobb Creek 2
Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20
Big Wewoka Creek 29
Cottonwood Creek 17

Engineering Events — submitted by Chris Stoner

Geologic Investigations at Sallisaw Creek No. 28 & 30

Drilling and sampling at Sallisaw Creek Dam Nos. 28 and 30 in Sequoyah County, Oklahoma, was completed
on November 19, 2010. Gregg Hudson, geologist, contracted Terracon of Oklahoma City to perform the driling
services. Gary Taylor, Sequoyah County Conservation District, and Audra Fenton, district conservationist,
worked with landowners to gain approval to conduct the driling. Chris King, geologist from Arkansas, provided
assistance on Site 28. The geologic investigations are being conducted in advance of designing the proposed
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rehabilitations for these structures to bring them into compliance as high hazard classified dams.

(L) Rig set up at
DH 604,
downstream toe
of Sallisaw Creek
Dam No. 28. (R)
Rig set up at DH
311, downstream
toe of Sallisaw
Creek Dam No. 30.




Engineering Events — .. continued.

Irrigation Training

Over the past several years, the
Oklahoma NRCS has seen an
increased request for technical
assistance and financial assistance
on irrigation systems throughout the
state. The advances in irrigation
technology have also increased in
recent years. As a result, November
15-19, 2010, Chris Stoner, state
conservation engineer, held an
irrigation training course to help the
Oklahoma NRCS field and state
office personnel provide more
knowledgeable technical
assistance to NRCS cooperators.

The instructors for this course were
Irrigation Engineer Clarence
Prestwich and Water Management
Engineer Peter Robinson from the
NRCS West National Technology

Support Center in Portland, Ore. There were a total of 24 participants attending this course. Participants
included employees from the state office, each of the state’s technical service offices, one field service
center, and one NRCS employee from Kansas.

During the course, participants were introduced to humerous criteria to evaluate and design a center pivot
irrigation system and a mircoirrigation (subsurface drip irrigation) system. The instructors provided several

computer tools to assist the participants with evaluating and designing the systems. All the participants were
very appreciative of Mr. Prestwich and Mr. Robinson taking time from their busy schedules in order to instruct

this course for Oklahoma NRCS.

Zone 1 Review — submitted by Lanny Miller

Fairview Field Service Center

The Major County Conservation District and Fairview Field Service
Center conducted their locally-led outreach meeting in
conjunction with FSA and OSU Cooperative Extension Office on
the evening of December 9, 2010, at the Major County
Fairgrounds. Twenty-four people attended to hear information
and give feedback to ensure NRCS programs are meeting the
planning needs of local producer’s resource concerns.

Cindy Bierig, MCCD secretary and Chris Best, soil conservationist,
provided information and answered questions after the meeting.

Michael Roberts, district conservationist, presented information about NRCS programs and sign-up dates.
Roberts described accomplishments in Major County during the 2010 fiscal year and common practices
cooperating producers are installing to address resource concerns.




Zone 1 Review — . . continued.

Kingfisher Field Service Center

The Kingfisher County Conservation District and Kingfisher Field Service Center hosted a contractor meeting
January 10, 2011. Nine people attended, including most of the contractors that do conservation work in the
county. Dan Smith, resource engineer, explained changes to waterway specifications and talked about
common practices in Kingfisher County. Brandon Burns, district conservationist, presented NRCS programs
and how they apply to the contractors and their clients. Many questions were answered clearing some
confusion that contractors had. The meeting provided a better working relationship between NRCS and the
contractors that put conservation on the ground.

Boise City Field Service Center

Cimarron County USDA Service Center partners joined
forces at the annual Cimarron County Farm and Ranch
Show providing attendees outreach regarding USDA
services and programs and received input about locally-
led conservation using a questionnaire.

Oklahoma City Field Service Center

Approximately 30 people attended a beginning farmer

program and locally-led meeting at the OKC Langston

University campus in Oklahoma County December 14,

2010. National Women in Ag President Tammy Steel

opened the meeting. County Executive Director Chris
Sala presented FSA programs and benefits. District Conservationist Rod Shaw discussed NRCS program
benefits and Rural Development programs were presented by Larry Ledford, Rural Development specialist.
Locally-led surveys were distributed to get input from participants to determine conservation needs within
the district. Robert Dukes, soil conservation technician, assisted with the outreach meeting.

Cherokee Field Service Center

Alfalfa County Conservation District 2010 Poster Awards Banquet was held mid November. Alfalfa County
Conservation District Chairman Scott Cormack presented an award to a winner of the poster contest (left).
Attendees of the Awards Banquet enjoy the unique experience of painting with soil (right).




Zone 1 Review — .. continued.

Medford Field Service Center

The Grant County Conservation District, NRCS and OSU Extension hosted their third annual No-till meeting.
Speakers for the day were OSU Extension Specialists Drs. Chad Godsey, Jeff Edwards and Jason Warren.
The specialists discussed cover crops and rotations, grazing no-till wheat and water dynamics. NRCS
speaker Greg Scott, state soil scientist, discussed soil quality in relation to anhydrous application. Karla
Stephens, district conservationist, discussed the EQIP no-till incentives and the conservation stewardship
program. Each year the local conservation district invites area businesses to sponsor or rent booth/
equipment spaces. The proceeds allow the conservation district to host the meeting with no charge to
attendees and provide a complimentary lunch. The conservation district chooses a different 4-H group in
the county each year to provide the meal as a local fund raiser.

In November, NRCS hosted a small, hands-on workshop for producers implementing N-Rich strips. Dr. Brian
Arnall (right) introduced a new hand-held prototype sensor to the group. The prototype sensor will be
available from the local OSU extension office for producers to read N-rich strips this winter/spring. The
workshop was especially useful for producers who are enrolled in EQIP for N-rich and no-till incentives.

Watonga Field Service Center

December 9, 2010, the Blaine County Conservation
District held a local awards luncheon for the OACD
Area | poster winners from Blaine County. Chairman
Matt Thompson presented the awards to the winners.
Marci Howerton (center) also won first place in the
OACD State Poster Contest and is now competing in
the 7th — 9th grade division of the NACD Poster
Contest.



Zone 1 Review — .. continued.

Pioneer Site

Imo Site

Enid Field Service Center

Garfield County recently completed six major projects associated with the EWP program because of
heavy rains and flooding that occurred in August 2009. The contracts were awarded in early September
2010, and work began on September 29, 2010. The final site was completed December 20, 2010, with a
total of over 22,000 tons of material to protect roadsides and bridges in the county.

Zone 3 Review — submitted by Jasper Parker.

Pauls Valley Field Service Center

The Pauls Valley Field Service Center
participated in the Parade of Lights
December 6, 2010. A team of Belgian
horses pulled a wagon full of employees
and their family members through
downtown Pauls Valley. The streets were
filled with frozen-toed viewers.

Chickasha Field Service Center

The Grady County Cattle Conference in
Chickasha was held January 20, 2011.
The Chickasha NRCS & Grady County
Conservation District office hosted a

booth featuring programs and activities offered by each agency. About 100 people attended the

conference.




Zone 3 Review — . . continued.

Cheyenne Field Service Center

The Cheyenne Field Service center hosted a
meeting for the Canadian River Cooperative
Weed Management Area on December 16,
2010. A meal was provided by the National
Wild Turkey Federation and prepared by the
women from the First United Methodist
Church. Speakers included Gene Miller from
the National Wild Turkey Federation, Clint
Rollins from the NRCS in Texas, Paul Clark and
Greg Allen with the Oklahoma NRCS, John
Hendrix with the US Fish and Wildlife Service
and Scott Parry with the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation.

The Canadian River Cooperative Weed
Management Area is a cooperative effort to

control brush on the South Canadian River starting at Lake Meredith in Texas down the river thorough Ellis,
Roger Mills, and Dewey counties. Primary targeted brush species include eastern redcedar, salt cedar, and

Russian olive.

Sayre Field Service Center

North Fork Red River Conservation District recently completed repair work on Timber Creek 5 and Timber
Creek 6 watershed dams. The structures had damage to the front slopes from wave action over the years.
Using money from an Oklahoma conservation bond project, the front slopes have been reshaped and rip-
rap installed. Overall, Beckham County has spent approximately one quarter-million dollars for watershed

dam updates.

Timber Creek Site 5

Timber Creek Site 6




Zone 4 Review — submitted by Jamey Wood

Ardmore Field Service Center

The Ardmore Field Service Center has been working through EWP to clean up tornado damage in Carter
County the past two months and work is 95 percent completed. The office is preparing another EWP rock
project to be started in the next few months. The office has actively been accepting applications and
applying practices through the EQIP, WHIP and WRP programs this past month.

Durant Field Service Center

January 6, 2011, the Durant Field Service Center and employees in Zone
4 said farewell to Paul May, former district conservationist in Bryan
County, May served the SCS/NRCS for 36 years. May worked in the
Claremore watershed office before accepting the district conservationist
position in Durant, in 1985. He served producers and the communities in
Durant and Bryan County for 26 years. Join the staff of the Durant Field
Service Center and wish Paul May a happy retirement.

Idabel Field Service Center

The Idabel Field Service Center has been servicing EQIP, CSP and WRP
applications the last two months. Staff completed contract
modifications, status reviews and payments for installed practices on
existing contracts. Two WRP easements closed and two more have

been surveyed and are in the process of closing. Three new applications have been approved and the
process of soliciting for legal surveys has begun. Outreach activities included meetings for the annual Red
Slough Birding Convention, management of the Red and Grassy Slough WRP easements, and assisting at the
Langston University Beginning Farmer Workshop.

District Conservationist Ken Swift (left) with the participants of the Langston University Beginning Farmers

Workshop.




Zone 4 Review — . . continued.

Stigler Field Service Center

December 16, 2010, a three hour
poultry waste management
education session was held at
the Kiamichi Technology Center
in Stigler, Okla. The training
session was conducted by the
Haskell County OSU Cooperative
Extension Service with assistance
from Stigler NRCS personnel.
There were 60 people in
attendance including poultry
producers, commercial and
private litter applicators and
other landowners from Haskell

and adjoining counties. OSU
Cooperative Extension specialists
presented information on raising

Dr. Josh Payne, OSU Extension poultry specialist, explaining information on
poultry waste management to landowners, private poultry litter
applicators and poultry producers.

a healthy flock, avian/bovine

coccidiosis and litter, and utilizing poultry litter for hay production. NRCS personnel provided current Farm Bill
Program information and information about services available through NRCS and Conservation Districts.

Wewoka Field Service Center

The National Women in Agriculture provided a meal to 35 participants attending an event held January 17,
2011, at the Wewoka Civic Center. Information on NRCS programs was provided to the group by District
Conservationist Tom James. Others presenters included Wewoka Mayor Evelyn King and Tammy Gray Steele,

Seminole County Grand Champions — Seminole County Fair Livestock Show

president of the National
Women in Agriculture.

January 18, 2011, District
Conservationist Tom James
participated in an event
held at the Wewoka Trading
Post in Seminole County.
James shared information
on the Conservation
Stewardship Program with 85
landowners, students and
tribal members in
attendance. Other activities
included presentations from
the Oklahoma Cattlemen’s
Association and FFA and 4-H
Grand Champion awards for
the annual county fair.




RC&D Activities — submitted by Angela Williams
Fun Country RC&D

Fun Country RC&D Council held a quarterly council meeting in December and reviewed the final draft of the
area plan and annual plan. Linda Bayless was introduced as a new member from the Arbuckle Conservation
District. Dan Asklund led several good discussions on opportunities with area manufacturers. Jeff Weeks
shared information on a number of activities in with Agritourism for the next several months.

The council is assisting the Goddard Center Art Studio and attended one of their committee meetings to
discuss projects for the community for the upcoming year and opportunities to better market the galleries and
upcoming spring art classes to the public. They are also planning a touch-a-truck program where public
service agencies and organizations will have their equipment on site for children and families to interact and
learn from each agency.

The council assisted the Garvin County Conservation District in the annual meet and greet program. This
year’s topic was feral hogs with several speakers addressing the group.

The council is working with an area heavy
equipment owner/operator who is looking for
assistance with paperwork for eligibility to bid on
local, state and federal projects. He has met all the
bonding requirements but is seeking assistance on
federal procurement procedures.

The council assisted the Atoka Main Street Program
with their 2nd Annual SE Regional Firefighters Training.
The weekend started with a chili cook-off
competition and nighttime parade. Carol Ervin,
Main Street director, said this year they broke a
record with the number of entrants exceeding 110.
Small, large, new and antique equipment from
communities across Oklahoma participated in the
parade with lights and sirens going. The event was
well attended by both the community and the
media.

Great Plains RC&D

The Great Plains RC&D Council will be providing the lead for the People’s
Garden Initiative for Oklahoma. The People’s Garden Initiative is an effort
by the USDA that challenges employees to establish people’s gardens at
USDA facilities worldwide or help communities create gardens. People’s
Gardens vary in size and type, but all have a common purpose —to help
the community they are in and to help the environment.

The council assisted the Oklahoma Agritourism Association develop the
first annual conference rescheduled, because of snow, for February 8,
2011, at the Meridian Tech Center in Stillwater. The council also

participated in the southwest region Agritourism workshop in Burns Flat.

Great Plains RC&D is leading some efforts to have a regional food hub
located in Oklahoma. Opportunities exist to develop more value added
agriculture and direct marketing for many of our producers.



RC&D Activities — ... continued.

Great Plains RC&D has assisted with the No-till 2011 Conference which is designed to bring the latest
developments in no-till conservation cropping systems to interested farmers and ranchers from Oklahoma
and surrounding states. The program agenda includes innovative speakers providing for maximum
interaction between agriculture professionals ranging from producers to industry experts. The No-till 2011
Conference will be held in Norman, Okla. Because of the February snowstorm the event will be
rescheduled, possibly for July 2011.

High Plains RC&D

The High Plains RC&D Council recently received a foundation grant for $35,190
for waterfowl habitat improvements in the High Plains region. These funds will
be used to assist private landowners and will focus on traditional wetland
areas and playa lakes.

High Plains RC&D has also assisted area businesses that created 18 new jobs
since October 1, 2010.

Tallgrass RC&D

The Tallgrass RC&D Council is working with “The Third Place”, a not
for profit organization, on a grant to develop a community garden
located in Turley, Okla. The council is also working on a loan
package to sustain an existing business in Bartlesville, Okla. The
council is working with the Pawhuska Hospital on a grant to secure
a new diagnostic instrument. The council is also working with
Rogers County to locate funds to build a cover for the farmer’s
market.

Wheatland RC&D

Wheatland RC&D council is assisting with the final paperwork on two trail grants. One is the Kay County
Conservation District educational outdoor classroom and trail grant and the other is a walking trail that will
promote healthier citizens in Braman, Okla.

The council completed a grant writing workshop for individuals aspiring to become grant writers for projects
within their communities. The workshop included grant information, project development, prospecting grants,
grant writing and grant administration. Attendees were educators, non-profit organizations, tribal entities and
city and county leaders.

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation,
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.”
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