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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: USDA Celebrates 150 Years

A message from USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack

Water Resources 2
Engineering 3 In 2012, USDA will commemorate and celebrate the 150th
Zone 1 Review 4 anniversary of our founding in 1862, when President Abra-
, ham Lincoln signed into law an act of Congress establish-

Zone 2 Review 6 . . .

ing the United States Department of Agriculture.
Zone 3 Review 7 . -

Two and one-half years later, in what would be his final
Zone 4 Review 9 annual message to the Congress, Lincoln called USDA

"The People's Department." At that time, about half of all
Americans lived on farms, compared with about 2 per-
cent today. But through our work on food, agriculture,
economic develop-ment, science, natural resource conser
-vation and a host of issues, USDA still fulfills Lincoln's
vision - touching the lives of every American, every day.

As we commemorate 150 years of accomplishments, USDA is learning from past experiences and looking to the
future. In the years to come, we must help address the changing needs of agriculture and rural America. We must
continue to help provide a safe, ample food supply for our nation and the world.

To meet those goals, we are working to make USDA a more modern and effective service provider and to deliver
the best possible results for all of the American people.

Over the course of the year, | hope that Americans will acknowledge and join in our commemoration of 150 years of
USDA.

Itis a great time to learn about our contributions to the strength and health of this nation, and to see how we can
continue to partner with Americans working to provide a better life for their families.

Water Resources Review - submitted by Bill Porter
Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 4-19-12

Watershed Dam No. County  Conservation District Status

In Planning

Sallisaw Creek 29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Estimated completion 10-1-12
Rock Creek 15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD Estimated completion 10-1-12
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD Estimated completion 5-1-12

|USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer www.ok.nrcs.usda.gov
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Water Resources Review cont....

Planning Completed - Awaiting Design
Sequoyah County

Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah CD Pending Landrights
In Design
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending
Estimated completion
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD 3-1-13
Estimated completion
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD 4-15-13
Sequoyah County Estimated completion
Sallisaw Creek 28 Sequoyah CD 5-15-12
Sequoyah County Estimated completion
Sallisaw Creek 30 Sequoyah CD 6-15-12
Estimated completion
Fourche Maline ™ Latimer Latimer County CD 9-15-14
Estimated completion
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD 9-1-13
Cobb Creek 3 Washita Deer Creek CD

Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction

Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights
Sequoyah County
Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah CD Pending Landrights
Pontotoc County
Upper Clear Boggy 34 Pontotoc CD Estimated start 6-1-12 *ARRA
Sequoyah County
Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah CD Pending
South Caddo
Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo County CD Estimated start 8-1-12
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD
Under Construction
Estimated completion
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD 5-1-12
Washita County  Estimated completion
Turkey Creek 9 Washita CD 7-1-12
South Caddo Estimated completion
Sugar Creek L-44 Caddo County CD 9-1-12 *ARRA
Kingfisher County Estimated completion
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher CD 6-15-12 *ARRA
Pontotoc County  Estimated completion
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc CD 6-1-12
Estimated completion
Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD  12-1-12
Pontotoc County  Estimated completion
Upper Clear Boggy 33 Pontotoc CD 12-15-12 *ARRA
Estimated completion
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD  4-15-13
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Rehabilitation Completed

Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD
Mill Creek 18 Johnston Johnston County

Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD

Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County
Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD
Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD

Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole Seminole County
Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD

Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD *ARRA
Sugar Creek L-43 Caddo West Caddo *ARRA
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County *ARRA

*American Recovery
Reinvestment Act

Engineering Review
submitted by Chris Stoner

Oklahoma Plant Materials Program & Wetlands Reserve Program Engineering Activities
TS 5

Oklahoma NRCS has been active over the past several months
establishing Plant Materials Studies at two different loca-
tions. The first study is in cooperation with OSU at the Bo-
tanical Garden in Stillwater. The project is part of a more ex-
tensive research project on Cow Creek, west of Stillwater.

The focus of the overall project is stream bank and riparian
area restoration. The plant materials study was installed on
an area approximately 300’ x 30’ along the outside creek
bank. The study includes grass, forbs and woody species
from 4 different plant materials centers. The study will look
at adaptability, establishment practices and characteristics for
erosion control and providing pollinator habitat.

A second area of study was installed in April on the Douglas WRP site in Kay County. Several NRCS employees
from Noble County, Kay County, State ECS Staff and the TSO office were present and assisted with the study
plantings. This study will focus on establishment and adaptability of 4 collections of buttonbush and false in-
digo along streams and within wetland areas. Cuttings from existing false indigo were also collected on site
and planted.
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Engineering cont...

In addition to the plantings, the Douglas WRP site includes
an extensive streambank stabilization project along Thomp-
son Creek, which dissects the Douglas property. The pur-
pose of the project was to redirect the flow of Thompson
Creek into its original stream channel. Thompson Creek had
diverged from its original stream channel and began flowing
in an adjacent overflow channel. As a result, Thompson
Creek began to further degrade the overflow channel, caus-
ing it to become deeper and wider along its entire length
until it reconnected with the original stream channel. In or-
der to help prevent further degradation of the overflow
channel, Oklahoma NRCS employees from the State Office
Engineering and Ecological Sciences staff, Perry Technical
Service Office , Kay Co. Field Office, and Noble Co. Field Of-
fice designed and supervised the rebuilding of the west bank
of the original stream channel at the point of divergence.

) The rebuilt west bank is protected with a combination of

Thompson Creek, Douglas WRP site
e bioengineering techniques that include rock riprap, single
stone bendway weirs, willow stake plantings and cotton-
wood stake plantings.

Architecture and Technology (CEAT) Diversity Awards Banquet

On April 11, Victor Slowik, NRCS Design Engineer, attended the OSU
College of Engineering, Architecture and Technology (CEAT) Diver-
sity Awards Banquet. The event was held at the O-Club to recognize
the efforts of students, faculty and sponsors to support diversity at
the College. In March, the Engineering and Design sections hosted
Nicole Carter, a Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering freshman,
in their offices for a day. NRCS received a plaque recognizing the
agency’s commitment to Women in Engineering, Architecture and
Technology (WEAT) at OSU. In addition, Meredith Shiflet, an NRCS
intern, was recognized for her leadership as President of the OSU
Chapter of the Society for Women in Engineering (SWE).

Victor Slowik, NRCS Design Engineer

Zone 1 Review submitted by Lanny Miller
DEWEY COUNTY - Taloga Field Service Center

April 24th, the Taloga Field Office assisted the Dewey County Conservation District in the 20" annual Nature Resource Day. There
were 77 students and teachers in attendance from Dewey County. Included in the resource learning sessions were: Enviroscape,
Aquatic life, Outdoor safety, Wind Energy, Wildlife Conservation, Rangeland Plant ID, and Soil Erosion. The Districts partners for
the event included Ok Dept of Wildlife Conservation, OK Conservation Commission, and the Dewey County OSU Extension.

Colin Walden, RMS, and
students on plant ID

Paul Clark, DC, and
students using survey
equipment
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Zone 1 Review cont...

BLAINE COUNTY - Watonga Field Service Center
The 2012 Blaine County Agriculture Appreciation Banquet was held

on Thursday, April 19", Every year the banquet is co-sponsored by
the Blaine County USDA-NRCS as well as the Central North Cana-
dian River Conservation District, the Cimarron Valley Conservation
District and the Blaine County Conservation District.

Each year landowners from Blaine County are honored for
their work and production on their land to showcase con-
servation.

The 2012 Blaine County Progressive Agriculture Safety Day was held
on Wednesday, April 25", Children in the fourth grade attended a day-
long event held at the fairgrounds that showcased safety in the out-
doors: specifically on the farm. From tractors to horses and from
wheat to electricity, many different things were shown to the children
for them to learn.

GRANT COUNTY - Medford Field Service Center

The Grant County Conservation District recently held their 59" Annual Conservation Fair. The Conservation Fair
is held each year to honor students for speech, poster, essay and land judging contests. Each year a producer is
also presented the Bankers Award for conservation applied on their farms, a Pioneer Award is presented to a
producer who is or near retirement. Also, a Governor’s award is presented to a person in the county who has
demonstrated excellence in conservation education.

Jeremy Hughes, Soil Conservationist at the Medford Field Office,
v assisted Medford Cub Scouts in attaining a Merritt Badge. Jeremy
@ discussed how engineering was applied to a real life scenario, such
"M as pond construction. After, briefly reviewing a typical pond design
sheet, the scouts were given a demonstration on using a laser level
- for surveying.

This year’s recipient of the
Governor’s Award was
Jim Reese, Oklahoma’s
Secretary of Agriculture

Judy Ediger was also recognized for her nineteen years of
service to the Choctaw and Grant County Conservation
Districts. Judy retired April 1%, 2012.

OKLAHOMA COUNTY -Oklahoma City Field Service Center

On March 20™, with support from NRCS and the County Conservation District, the Oklahoma Chapter of the Soil
and Water Conservation Society presented a, “Communicating with New Producers” workshop. There were ap-
proximately 35 attendees who enjoyed, our very own State Soil Scientist, Greg Scott providing a great presenta-
tion on the Web-Soil survey.
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WOODWARD COUNTY - Woodward Field Service Center

April 15", just past midnight, a tornado hit the West side of the city of Woodward. In its path was the building
that houses the Woodward FO, TSO and Soils. There was minor (comparatively speaking) damage to the office
space however; the Agency Vehicles sustained a large amount of damage from flying debris. Most importantly all
staff is safe and all property is accounted for. Employees were disbursed to various Field Offices for only 1 week,
to carry on the work of Conservation, before being allowed back into the office space. NOISY construction crews
continue to work on the East end of the building.

Zone 2 Review
DELAWARE COUNTY - Jay Field Service Center

A seminar for Poultry Waste Management Education was held at the Jay Community Center on April 12th. Pic-
tured is Delaware County OSU extension agent Ryan Sproul introducing the first speaker. Several topics were
discussed including the new requirements to maintain certification as a poultry operator or litter applicator
that went into effect due to Oklahoma legislative changes on January 1st of this year. Michael Ramming, Dis-
trict Conservationist in Delaware County spoke about farm bill programs in
general and the EQIP AgEmp and it's potential benefits for poultry produc-
ers. Informational handouts were given concerning OCC 319 program avail-
ability, Farm Bill programs, and Women and Hispanic settlement information. §

MUSKOGEE COUNTY - Muskogee Field Service Center

The Muskogee County Conservation District and NRCS assisted with the
Regional Livestock Show annual vendor's fair. A booth was set-up at the
Regional Livestock show and assistance was provided to help

feed area students during lunch. This year’s event was attended by Rishell
Bowler and Trish Kloeckler. Programmatic and Career packets was pro-
vided to participants.
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PAYNE COUNTY - Stillwater Field Service Center

The Annual Ag Appreciation and Conservation Awards Banquet was held on Tuesday evening, April 3, at the
Payne County Fairgrounds. Three Conservation Awards, the Margaret Swank Conservation Award, and the Gov-
ernor's Conservation Award recipients were all honored. In addition, Scholarship award winners, Junior livestock
Show grand champions, Agribusiness of the Year, and Farm Family of the Year awards were also given at the ban-
quet.

N
EEEE— Conservation Awards winners (L-

David Hungerford, Stillwa- R) Derek Peach, David

ter District Conservationist Kuykendall, Ryan Luter
addresses the crowd at the (presenter), and Dannie and
Annual Payne County Ag Patty Luter

Appreciation Banquet

Zone 3 Review submitted by Caleb Stone

CLEVELAND COUNTY - Norman Field Service Center
NRCS Honored at Norman Area Land Conservancy Annual Meeting for Farm and Ranch Land Protection

Each year, the Norman Area Land Conservancy, Inc., (NALC) Board of Directors hosts an Annual Meeting. The
annual meeting was designed to recognize NALC partners and provide a chance to renew their commitment to
offer and encourage voluntary conservation easements on privately owned land, but valued by the whole com-
munity for agriculture, water quality and open space. Currently NALC has 1000 acres conserved in the Norman
area. During the meeting, the NALC discussed several new possible conservation easements and reported that
their Acquisition Committee is contacting these landowners.

The annual meeting was held on March 21,2012, at 5 p.m., at the River Chase Clubhouse, in Norman, Oklahoma.
NRCS was recognized for their continuous support to work with the NALC through the NRCS Farm and Ranch
Land Protection Program (FRPP). The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) provides matching
funds to eligible entities to help purchase conservation easements on productive farmland. Working through
existing farmland protection programs, NRCS partners with organization such as the NALC, land trusts and state,
tribal, or local governments to acquire conservation easements. There were three landowners, who currently
have FRPP agreements with NRCS, in attendance. District Conservationist, Dr. Carol Crouch, for the Norman
NRCS field office represented NRCS at the meeting. ‘

The annual meeting
was well attended and
NRCS was recognized
for their support to the
NALC through the
FRPP program.

Attendees view aerial
map that shows all the
acres and landowners
who have FRPP contracts
with NRCS.
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NRCS Participates in Earth Day Festival held In Cleveland County

An Earth Day celebration was held in Reeves Park, in Norman, Oklahoma from
noon to 5:00 PM on Sunday, April 22, 2012. The Earth Day festival was a free
family oriented day filled with family activities that involved teaching the im-
portance of protecting our Earth’s air, water, forest, wildlife and all natural
resources. The Natural Resources Conservation Service hosted the volunteers
in the NRCS field office on Saturday, April 21, to assembly 1,000 bags for the
festival. The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council and NRCS spon-
sored the refreshments for over 100 volunteers who worked the festival on
Sunday. NRCS and the Cleveland County Conservation District both had
booths during the event. Cleveland County District secretary, Chris Ward, was
one the co-chairmen for the festival.

“The festival provided a great opportunity for NRCS and the Cleveland County
Conservation District to make attendees aware of our commitment to assist
landowners, teachers, professionals, professors and children in protecting our £
natural resources, said Dr. Carol Crouch, district conservationist, in the Nor- _
man field office. Over 5000 pieces of NRCS informational materials such as; NRCS posters were a huge “hit” with
NRCS Be a Friend to the Pollinator Brochure; Native Bees poster; Backyard Con- all attendees; especially the new
servation, booklet; NRCS book markers; Clean Town Booklet; Farm Bill Pro- )’\V:eer::a’::ig;f:’;:l:gt';iyxf
grams Brochure; For the Good of People booklet; the new Water Cycle poster

and the NRCS American Indian Heritage posters were provided to attendees.

According to Dr, Crouch; the NRCS posters were a huge hit with all attendees.

Other activities during the festival included; free tree giveaway; hands-on sci-

ence projects for the children; 5K walk; lovable mascots, informational booths

and live entertainment.

ROGER MILLS COUNTY - Cheyenne Field Service Center

The annual Upper Washita Conservation District Land & Range Judging contest was held on a foggy April 10, 2012.
Roger Mills county 4-H and FFA students participated. Clay Salisbury, soil scientist from Clinton Techical Service
Center, set up the land judging. Laurie Boerngen, Rangeland Management Specialist, and Greg Allen, District Con-
servationist, set up the Range Judging and plant identification. Jerry Swartwood, Soil Conservation Technician,
photographed the event and help grade cards. The contest was held on US Forest Service land outside of Chey-
enne, OK.
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Zone 4 Review submitted by Jamey Wood
CHOCTAW COUNTY - Hugo Field Service Center

The Hugo Field Service Center along with the Kiamichi Conservation District, OSU Cooperative Extension Service,
and Choctaw Nation Agriculture Department hosted the annual Choctaw County Land Judging Contest on
March 7, 2012. The contest was held near Hugo on the farm of Mr. Tom White. 113 FFA and 4-H students partici-
pated including teams from Hugo, Fort Towson, Soper, and Boswell.

Students participating in the land judging contest in Choctaw County

- =
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HASKELL COUNTY - Stigler Field Service Center

The Haskell County Conservation District and the Stigler NRCS office staffs
set up and manned a conservation information display booth at the an-
nual Dixon’s Farm Supply Customer Appreciation Day event held at their
business location in Stigler on April 4. The first Wednesday in April each
year Dixon’s Farm Supply, a local ag business, offers special discounts on
ag products, allows various display booths to be set up inside their busi-
ness store, and provides an excellent lunch to express appreciation for
their clientele patronage. Over 200 attended the event and it was a great
opportunity for conservation related contacts. Photo below of the conser-
vation booth being manned by Haskell County Conservation District Tech-
nician, Tommy Joe Hertz.

The Stigler NRCS Field Service Center, along with the
Haskell County Conservation District and Eastern Okla-
homa State College, conducted the Annual Southeast
{2 District Land Judging Contest on the Gerald Bullard

4.l ! Ranch in Haskell County on April 26". Assistance was also
+ === provided by the NRCS and Conservation District staff in
Leflore County. Teams from 13 high schools in the region
competed for scholarships provided by Eastern Okla-
homa State College and the Ouachita Mountains Re-
source Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council.
Pictured are students waiting for the awards to be pre-

. sented after lunch.
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LATIMER COUNTY - Wilburton Field Service Center

The Wilburton NRCS Field Service Center, along with the Latimer County and Talihina Conservation Districts, con-
ducted the annual Latimer County Land Judging Contest.

The Wilburton NRCS Field Service Center, along with the Latimer County, LeFlore County, and Talihina Conserva-
tion Districts, conducted the Tri-Conservation District Forestry Judging Contest.

The Wilburton and Poteau NRCS Field Service Centers assisted Eastern Oklahoma State College with their annual
engineering contest.

The Wilburton NRCS Field Service Center also assisted the EOSC soils and crops class with projects, field trips, and
training to prepare for regional contests.

McCURTAIN COUNTY - Idabel Field Service Center

Idabel USDA NRCS staff (Greg Allen, Matt Deen and Scott Pace) assisted the Little River Conservation District, the
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture (Forestry Division) and the Oklahoma Forestry Association with conducting
both the McCurtain County and the Southeast District Forestry Judging Contests on April 10th and 18th. Both
contests were held in McCurtain County and hosted over 120 FFA and 4-H student participants representing over
30 schools in Southeast Oklahoma. “The goal of the contests is to provide a quality outdoor learning experience
focusing on the various aspects of forestry management and tree identification” said Frank Acker, District Man-
ager of the Little River Conservation District. “The forestry industry in McCurtain County plays a major role in the
economy and quality of life in Southeast Oklahoma, providing hundreds of jobs and impacting thousands of
acres. This contest insures that the youth
of today know the value and importance
of tomorrow’s forest” said Scott Pace,
NRCS District Conservationist.

Student judges tree species
and volume amounts at local
contest.

PITTSBURG COUNTY - McAlester Field Service Center

NRCS participated at the Choctaw Nation Career Development and Career Opportunities Expo on April 4, 2012, in
McAlester, Oklahoma. The theme for the career expo was Get Ahead in the Career Race!

Chief Gregory E. Pyle of the Choctaw Nation provided a welcome to all participants during the Opening Ceremo-
nies. There were 157 exhibits and over 2,000 participants. The participants were juniors and seniors from 25 High
Schools and adult and high school students currently enrolled in seven Career Tech Centers. There were sixty-one
(61) Veterans in attendance; these veterans are currently enrolled in classes at a Technology Center.

Dr. Carol Crouch, Ann Colyer, Sara Lovett, Stephanie Guy and Tim Jones represented NRCS at this event. NRCS had
a career booth during the expo. Students and Instructors received over 2000 pieces of NRCS materials such as;
NRCS Career Brochure, NRCS Oklahoma SCEP pampbhlet, Back-
yard Conservation, book markers, NRCS American Indian Heri-
tage poster and the NRCS Pollinator poster. Left to Right

Stephanie Guy, NRCS Oklahoma Black Emphasis SEPM & Soil Conservationist
Ann Colyer, Choctaw Nation Tribal Liaison

Sara Lovett, NRCS Oklahoma Asian American Pacific Islander SEPM & Soil Conservationist

Resource:

Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS National American Indian Alaskan Native SEPM & District conse:usﬂon

Conservationist
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Robert S. Kerr Lock and Dam 15

The Poteau, Sallisaw, and Wilburton Field Offices toured the Robert S. Kerr
Lock and Dam 15 on April 3. They toured the powerhouse, dam, and lock. One
of the many highlights from the tour was walking back to the powerhouse
from the lock through the dam. It was a very informative tour and many
thanks to the US Army Corps of Engineers for allowing us to come.

View from the top of the dam

6" Annual Eastern Oklahoma Ag Trade Show

The Poteau, Sallisaw, Stigler, and Wilburton NRCS offices partnering with the Conservation Districts in Haskell,
Latimer, Leflore and Sequoyah Counties conducted their 6™ Annual Eastern Oklahoma Ag Trade Show at the Le-
flore County Fairgrounds near Poteau on April 19. The event attracted over 25 vendor booths and 250 attendees.
Information was provided pertaining to ag equipment and supplies, financial assistance, and farm bill programs
and available USDA services. Speakers gave presentations about
horticulture and animal welfare topics as well as poultry topics
that offered both under-graduate and graduate level continuing
education credits. Other partners co-sponsoring the event in-
cluded: the Kerr 4 Center for Sustainable Agriculture, the Okla-
homa Tribal Conser- vation Advisory Council, OK Farms, OSU Coop-
erative Extension Service, OK Beef Council, OK Farm Bureau,
Leflore County Cat- tlemen’s Association, and KTCS 99.9 Radio

PONTOTOC COUNTY - Ada Field Service Center

The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council (OTCAC) and the NRCS partnered to be a sponsor for the All
Nations Pow-wow held on April 7, 2012, in Ada, Oklahoma, on the East Central University campus.. NRCS and OT-
CAC sponsored the youth jingle dance category. There were 57 federally recognized Tribes in attendance.

Dr. Carol Crouch, Tony Wright and Clay Horton, District Conservationist represented NRCS and OTCAC at the
NRCS informational exhibit booth; during the powwow. Over 3000 pieces of NRCS materials such as; NRCS Be a
Friend to the Pollinator Brochure; NRCS Career pamphlet; Backyard Conservation, booklet; NRCS book markers;
Clean town Booklet; Farm Bill Programs Brochure; For the Good of People booklet and the NRCS American Indian
Heritage poster. A special presentation of the NRCS 2011 American Indian Heritage poster was made to the ten
members of the Otter Trail drum group.

|
All Nations Powow Princess and Little Miss Chickasaw Princess receive the
American Indian poster from Tony Wright, NRCS Soil Conservationist in Ada,
Oklahoma.
|
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