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NRCS, FSA and McClain County Conservation District Partnered  
to hold a Seasonal High Tunnel Workshop at the Mid-America  
Technology Center 

Landowner, Melvett Cham-
bers presented on his SHT 

success; through NRCS EQIP 
program 

ENGINEERING submitted by Chris Stoner 

 

 

AWM – SPAW Model Training 

Oklahoma recently hosted a workshop to provide the Engineering Staff training in the use of com-
puter software used in the planning and design of animal waste storage, treatment and utilization. 
Also in attendance was Andy Tucker, State Agronomist. There were 18 participants attending the 
workshop.  

Through a new NRCS Seasonal High Tunnel pilot initiative; NRCS is helping producers plan 
and implement high tunnels, steel‐framed, polyethylene‐ covered structures that extend 
growing seasons in an environmentally safe manner. High tunnel benefits include better 
plant and soil quality, fewer nutrients and pesticides in the environment, and better air qual‐
ity due to fewer vehicles being needed to transport crops. More than 4,000 high tunnels 
have been planned and implemented nationwide through this initiative over the past two 
years.   
On March 1, 2012, a Seasonal High Tunnel workshop was held by NRCS and partners.  NRCS 
and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) had informational conservation booths at the workshop 
and provided valuable information about other USDA funding opportunities for local land‐
owners.  The workshop was held at the Mid‐American Technology Center located in Wayne, 
Oklahoma.  Light refreshments were provided by the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory 
Council. 

Whether you are an organic, non‐organic, small or large producer the workshop was designed to provide landowners 
with the following information; possible financial assistance opportunities through the NRCS program, Dr. Carol Crouch 
NRCS;  information on the horticultural management of the Seasonal High Tunnel, John Upson, the Noble Foundation; 
how they can be utilized for various crops; soil quality and considerations and the perspectives of a local producer who 
has successfully implemented a Seasonal High Tunnel through the NRCS program; Melvett Chambers (Gavin County) 
and Larry Hocking (McClain County).   
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ENGINEERING cont…. 

AWM – SPAW Model Training cont... 

Training in the use of the Animal Waste Management (AWM) software was provided by Environ-
mental Engineer, Cherie Lafleur from the NRCS Central National Technology Support Center. AWM 
was originally developed to be used by NRCS to design waste storage facilities. The latest version 
also has the capability to be used to evaluate existing waste storage facilities. 

NRCS Central National Technology Support Center staff member Jerry Walker, Water Management 
Engineer, provided training in the use of Soil-Plant-Air-Water Model for Daily Hydrology Simulations 
(SPAW). The SPAW model can be used in a wide variety of planning, design and evaluation includ-
ing animal waste storage facilities.  

ARS-Southern Plains Range Research Station  
Severo Cosyleon, Brian Dillard, and Heath Sand made a field visit to Woodard at the request of the ARS-Southern 
Plains Range Research Station to investigate an existing irrigation lake that was constructed in the 1930’s. NRCS con-
ducted a hazard review which tentatively identified the site as a high hazard structure. ARS is interested in rehabilitating 
the structure to meet current design criteria. The Design Section is providing assistance to ARS by developing design 
alternatives and cost estimates to rehabilitate this structure.  

Top of Embankment  

 

 

 Auxiliary Spillway-Concrete Weir   

 

Rehabilitation of Upper Clear Boggy 35 
The final construction inspection for Upper Clear 
Boggy 35 was held February 23, 2012 in Pontotoc 
County. This site passed inspection with only mi-
nor exceptions. A new principal spillway tower, 
conduit,  and rip-rap plunge basin were installed. 
Boring and jacking methods were used with foam 
grouting for the new conduit.  Right-to-build ease-
ments were obtained downstream to prevent the 
need to upgrade the hazard class of the site in the 
future. This project was ARRA funded. 
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WATER RESOURCES submitted by Bill Porter 

Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 3-15-12 

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status   
      
 In Planning  
Sallisaw Creek  29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Estimated completion 10-1-12  
Rock Creek  15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD Estimated completion 10-1-12  
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD Estimated completion 5-1-12  
      
 Planning Completed - Awaiting Design  
Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights  
      
 In Design  
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending  
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 3-1-13  
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 4-15-13  
Sallisaw Creek  28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Estimated completion 4-15-12  
Sallisaw Creek  30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Estimated completion 6-15-12  
Fourche Maline 7M Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 9-15-14  
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 9-1-13  
Cobb Creek 3 Washita Deer Creek CD   
      
 Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction  
Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights  
Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights  
Upper Clear Boggy  34 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD Estimated start 6-1-12 *ARRA 
Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending  
Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated start 8-1-12  
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD   
      
 Under Construction  
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD Estimated completion 4-15-12  
Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD Estimated completion 5-15-12  
Sugar Creek  L-44 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated completion 9-1-12 *ARRA 
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher Kingfisher County CD Estimated completion 6-15-12 *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD Estimated completion 5-15-12  
Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD Estimated completion 12-1-12  
Upper Clear Boggy  33 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD Estimated completion 12-15-12 *ARRA 
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated completion 4-15-13  

  Rehabilitation Completed   
Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD   

Mill Creek 18 Johnston 
Johnston County 
CD   

Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD   
Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County CD   
Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD   
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WATER RESOURCES cont… 
Rehabilitation Completed 

Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD   
Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole Seminole County CD   
Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD   
Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD  *ARRA 
Sugar Creek  L-43 Caddo West Caddo County CD  *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD  *ARRA 
    *American Recovery  
    Reinvestment Act  

ZONE 1 submitted by Lanny Miller 
BEAVER COUNTY – Beaver Field Service Center 
On March 12, 2012 the Oklahoma Association 
for Conservation Districts, the Beaver County 
Conservation District, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Beaver Field Office, the 
Oklahoma Department for Wildlife Conservation, 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service held an 
outreach meeting discussing conservation pro-
grams available to local producers for the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken.  There were 17 total in atten-
dance including Sarah Pope from the OACD, 
Marilyn Newman from the BCCD, Barrett 
Robertson from the NRCS, PJ Martin from the 
NRCS, Carri Manley from the NRCS, several 
ODWC personnel, and numerous Beaver 
County landowners. 

HARPER COUNTY – Buffalo Field Service Center 

The Buffalo Field Office hosted an Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts Lesser Prairie Chicken 
outreach meeting on March 13th.  Producers were served breakfast and given presentations from OACD, 
OSU Extension as well as NRCS informing them of the options that they have to treat issues surrounding the 
Lesser Prairie Chicken.  They were informed about cost share possibilities for eligible practices in the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken area.  These practices include, Prescribed Grazing, Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, 
Water Development for grazing, Grass Planting, Brush Management, and Prescribed Burning.  There were 15 
producers in attendance 

NOBLE COUNTY – Perry Field Service Center  

March 8, 2012, a cooperative effort from NRCS, Noble 
County Conservation District, OSU Extension, Bayer, and 
Crop Production Services presented  “Herbicide Use, What 
you need to know”. 

A variety of presenters were available to discuss herbicide 
use and how and when to apply it for weed and brush control.  
There were 34 landowners attending this meeting.  Brandon 
Reavis NRCS, Trent Inman and Jeff Ball from Bayer Corpora-
tion presented information.   

Trent Inman dis-
cussing how you 
get a great kill on 
blackberries with 
the chemical 
Chaparral. 
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ZONE 1 cont….   

KAY AND NOBLE COUNTY -Newkirk Field Service Center 
The Kay  and Noble County Conservation Districts  recently held  their  fifth Women  in Agriculture Conference  at  the 
Renfro Center on the Northern Oklahoma College campus with 200 in attendance.  Ron Hays, “Dean of Farm Broadcast‐
ers” on the Radio Oklahoma Network and KWTV‐9 “In the Field” news anchor encouraged farm women to tell agricul‐
ture’s success story to their “city” neighbors. Jan Matheson, MS LPC engaged the audience in stress reducing strategies 
and improved communications techniques. 

Four  local  farm women were honored as “Featured Women  in Agriculture” during  the  luncheon, Sally Caughlin and 
Louise Rigdon  from Kay County and Denise Kienholz and Rose Gideon  from Noble County.   Morning and afternoon 
break‐out sessions covered subjects ranging  from Livestock Management, Personal Safety, the Made  in OK Program, 
Annie’s Project, Turtle Rock Farm Retreat, Quick Cooking  Ideas, and using Social Media to enhance a small business.  
Women loved the delicious lunch served by Copper Pot Catering staff complete with homemade fruit cobblers and ice 
cream.   Twenty  informational and  special  interest booths were enjoyed  throughout  the day.   Over $1,000 worth of 
door prizes were given away including the Grand Door prize of a lawn cart, filled with cookware and accessories.  The 
conference is offered on a biennial schedule with the next conference in 2014.  For more information contact the Kay 
County Conservation District at 580‐362‐2438 or the Noble County Conservation District at 580‐336‐2003. 

Pictured from left to right are Denise Kienholz (Noble 
County),  Louise  Rigdon  (Kay  County),  Rose  Gideon 
(Noble County), and Sally Caughlin (Kay County).  Pos‐
ing with the women  is Kent Crain with American Ag‐
Credit  who  has  graciously  sponsored  the  featured 
women’s  registration  at  all  five  conferences  since 

2005.   

 

 

WOODS COUNTY - Alva Field Service Center 
 The Woods County Prescribed Burn Association conducted their first meeting of the year, Thursday February 
2nd.  The meeting took place in downtown Freedom, OK from 6:00-9:00 p.m.  The meeting was a success 
with plenty of members present as well as guest speaker, Alva Gregory, from the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation.  Mr. Gregory spoke about the initiation of prescribed burning insurance that could po-
tentially be available for members of a prescribed burn association that frequent the state of Oklahoma.  Most 
of the evening was spent discussing insurance for prescribed burners with plenty of questions asked.  Other 
discussions were presented as well throughout the evening, most of which involved NRCS policy and plan-
ning of prescribed burns.  Jordan Green, Rangeland Management Specialist with the NRCS in Woods County 
addressed questions concerning NRCS procedure in creating prescribed burn plans for the public. 
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ZONE 2 submitted by Chad Kacir 

CRAIG COUNTY - Vinita Field Service Center 
 On March 7th at 3:00pm the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Craig County 
Conservation District (CCCD) hosted a free seminar at the Vinita USDA Service Center located at 
235 West Hope Avenue in Vinita. Erik Friend, our local district conservationist from the NRCS spoke 
on the conservation programs from the USDA Farm Bill. Refreshments were provided by the Craig 
County Conservation District. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00pm.  

ZONE 3 submitted by Caleb Stone 

GRADY COUNTY - Chickasha Field Service Center 

Conservation Informational Meeting & Lunch for Ag Producers in Grady County: Huge Success 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council 
(OTCAC), Grady Conservation District, Grady County OSU Extension, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Forestry, Farm Service Agency and Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWA) part-
nered to hold a conservation informational meeting. According to Sara Lovett, NRCS soil conservationist in 
Grady County, “the conservation meeting was designed not only to provide producers with information about 
conservation programs available, but information on conservation issues such as  managing Bobwhite Quail 
Habitat, controlling wild hogs, invasive species and drought effects on forage.”  

The meeting was held on Friday, March 2, 2012 at the Grady County Fairgrounds in Chickasha, Oklahoma.    
A lunch was provided for attendees by Rush Springs Catering.   The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory 
Council (OTCAC) provided the lunch for the event. According to District Conservationist, Kim Walker, “ this 
was very informational conservation meeting that provided the producers with the opportunity to visit conser-
vation informational booths as well as receive valuable information on conservation issues in Grady county.” 
The meeting was well attended by local producers. 

Providing a welcome for the meeting were (NRCS) State Conservationist, Ron Hilliard and District Conserva-

tionist Kim Walker. Farm Bill information , funding opportunities and other conservation services from state 

and federal agencies were made available to producers at informational booths. Presentations were made on 

the following conservation topics;  Bobwhite Quail Habitat Management, by-Jena Donnel, ODWC;  Controlling 

Wild Hogs at No Cost, by Justin Roach, DVM, Animal Industry Services, Oklahoma Dept. of Ag, Food ,and 

Forestry, Addressing Oklahoma's  Invasive Species, by Harry Fritzler, NRCS and Drought effect on Forage. 

Agriculture Producers  
enjoy speakers and infor-

mational booths 
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ZONE 3 cont... 

Conservation Informational Meeting & Lunch for Ag Producers in Grady County cont.. 

Each producer received a conservation informational packet with valuable information pertaining to opportuni-
ties for participation in various Farm Bill Programs and services available through USDA agencies. Informa-
tion was provided regarding opportunities for socially disadvantaged, limited resources and beginning farm-
ers. In addition, information was provided to attendees regarding the claims process that the United States 
Government has established in order to make available more than $1.33 billion to farmers who alleged dis-
crimination by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) based on being female, or based on being His-
panic, in making or servicing farm loans during certain periods between 1981 and 2000.  In addition, informa-
tion was made available regarding the USDA settlements and claims adjudication process for Native Ameri-
can Farmer and Rancher class action settlement; Keepseagle vs. Vilsack and the African American farmer 
and ranchers class action settlement; Pigford II. 

NRCS Resource Specialist, Harry 
Fritzler, provides valuable informa-
tion on invasive species that producer 
are addressing in Grady County 

 

 

JACKSON COUNTY - Altus Field Service Center 
The Southwest Oklahoma Women in Agriculture and Small Business Conference was recently held in Altus 
on February 29, 2012.  This year’s theme was “Leap! Learn! Laugh!”.  There were over a 100 participants at 
the conference this year.  NRCS provided informational flyers in each participant bag as well as set up an in-
formational booth.  The Altus Soil Survey Office set up a display and provided information about the web soil 
survey. 

Southwest Women in Agriculture 2012 Conference   

 

Participantss working in small groups as part of the program   
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ZONE 4 submitted by Jamey Wood 

Poteau, Stigler, and Wilburton Field Service Centers 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council 
(OTCAC), and the Conservation Districts in Haskell, Latimer, and Leflore Counties partnered to hold a con-
servation informational meeting on February 23 at the Kiamichi Technology Center in Stigler. Other part-
ners for the meeting included the USDA Farm Service Agency and Rural Development. A dinner was pro-
vided for attendees and each producer received a conservation packet with valuable information pertaining to 
opportunities for participation in various Farm Bill Programs and services available through USDA agencies 
and Conservation Districts. The meeting was well attended by both local producers and partner agencies with 
over 160 total attendees.  According to Tom Neumeyer, District Conservationist for Haskell County, “the con-
servation meeting was designed not only to provide producers with information about conservation programs 
available but also information on conservation issues such as  managing drought during drought conditions 
and year round grazing strategies.” 

Tribal members and local landowners enjoy dinner 
as they receive valuable information regarding con-
servation issues and conservation programs. 

 

 

Extension Area Agronomist, Chris Rice, 
discusses strategies for cattle producers 
to mitigate and recover from drought. 
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ZONE 4 cont…. 

Marietta, Ardmore, and Madill Field Service Centers 

The Carter, Love and Marshall County NRCS offices provided an outreach meeting in conjunction with OSU 
Extension during the annual Spring Roundup.  Warren Sanders, District Conservationist at Marietta, dis-
cussed the programs NRCS has available. DCs Jim Williams at Ardmore and Chris Goedecke at Madill pro-
vided informational material to the 76 in attendance. 

The Ardmore Field Service Center provided as-
sistance to the Arbuckle Conservation District, 
Oklahoma Conservation Commission and City of 
Ardmore with completing planning details that 
through join cooperation between the agencies 
allowed the Oklahoma Conservation Commis-
sion watershed team to perform operation and 
maintenance on Caddo Creek Watershed 13 
with city employees. The field office also as-
sisted the State Forest Service with their annual 
tree sale this month. 

COAL COUNTY - Coalgate Field Service Center 

Construction began on October 17, 2011 on the Coalgate City Lake Rehabilitation project and is projected 
to be completed around Christmas 2012.  The picture above, left shows the notch being cut for the placement 
of the new principal spillway pipe.  The picture above, right shows the first two joints of pipe being installed.  

HUGHES COUNTY - Holdenville Field Service Center 

The Holdenville Field Service Center along with 
the Oklahoma Department of Forestry helped 
plant 1,000 trees on the banks of the South Cana-
dian River in Hughes County. The project is aimed 
at stopping stream bank erosion on a CRP site.  
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McCURTAIN COUNTY - Idabel Field Service Center 

ZONE 4 cont…. 

The Four-State Forestry on the Grow Conference held March 7-10 at the Mary Herron Conference Center 
just outside of Idabel hosted over 200 timber and woodland industry/landowner participants. “This year’s con-
ference offered a new Forestry Tax Workshop for landowners and accountants to better understand the 
unique tax issues associated with owning production forestlands” said Frank Acker, Little River Conservation 
District Manager and Conference Chairman.  Along with the new tax workshop, participants also learned 
about pine genetics, timber sales income, plantation growth and yields, best management practices, timber 
stand thinning and reforestation practices, as well as other related topics and issues. The conference also 
hosted a tour of the Weyerhaeuser, International Paper, and Huber facilities in the area and included a two-
day professional logger course.  “Forestry is such an important economic issue here in southeast Okla-
homa…this conference really helped local as well as out-of-state landowners learn more about this valuable 
resource and how to get the most out of it” said Scott Pace, NRCS District Conservationist at Idabel. This an-
nual event is a project of the Ouachita Mountains RC&D Council for timber industry and forest landowners in 
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas. “Oklahoma NRCS is proud to support and assist great natural 
resources-based educational conferences and events like this” said John Mustain, NRCS State Forester. 

Four-State Forestry on the Grow Conference   

 

Quintis Herron receiving award for 
Lifetime in Forestry Achievement 
from the Ouachita Mountains 
RC&D Council. Others in the pic-
ture (left to right) are Frank Acker, 
James Carper, and Brandy Hernan-
dez with OMRCD and Teddy Rey-
nolds & Assistant Collene with Rey-
nolds Forestry, Arkansas. 
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