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Conservation Partners Hold Outreach Meeting to Announce NRCS National Water Quality
Initiative in North Central Oklahoma

The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council (OTCAC), Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) partnered to sponsor a conservation informational meeting to discuss funding
opportunities for local Tribes, tribal landowners and farmers and ranchers under the new NRCS National Water
Quality Initiative in North Central Oklahoma. The new National Water Quality Initiative is committed to improving
impaired watersheds located within the Panther Creek and Oak Creek areas of the greater Black Bear — Red Rock
Watershed and the Turkey Creek and Sand Creek areas of the greater Lower Cimarron — Skeleton Creek Water-
sheds in Oklahoma. USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will manage the initiative by making
funds available to Tribes, farmers, ranchers and forest landowners in the selected watersheds.

An outreach meeting was held on Friday, May 18, 2012, at the Pawnee Nation Roam Chief Community Center, on
the Pawnee Nation reserve, in Pawnee, Oklahoma. The meeting was designed to provide attendees with the infor-
mation on the application process, approved practices and the ranking process for the new National Water Quality
Initiative. The meeting began at 10:30 am and concluded 1:30 pm. The meeting began with an opening prayer by
Vice-President of the Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma; Charles “Buddy” Lone Chief. The meeting was facilitated and
moderated by Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS National American Indian Alaskan Native Program Manager, District Conser-
vationist and NRCS OTCAC and tribal liaison. Welcomes were provided by Vice-President of the Pawnee Nation of
Oklahoma; Charles “Buddy” Lone Chief and Gary O’Neill, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Operations.

Introductions were provided by NRCS District Conservationists and NRCS Tribal Liaisons as follows; Joy Martin; Paw-
nee County and the Pawnee Tribe of Oklahoma; David Hungerford; Payne County and lowa Tribe of Oklahoma and
Rusty Peterson, Noble County and Otoe-Missouria Tribe. These NRCS individuals will be assisting eligible producers
in the Panther Creek-Oak Creek watersheds who are willing to invest in voluntary conservation actions to help provide
cleaner water for their neighbors and communities. Using funds from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), NRCS will provide financial assistance and technical advice to producers to install conservation practices such
as cover crops, filter strips and terraces in watersheds with impairments where the federal investment can make a dif-
ference to improve water quality. Mr. Kenny Hitch, NRCS Program Manager, provided attendees with an overview of
the National Water Quality Initiative. Mr. Kelly Kersey, Water Quality Department of the Pawnee Nation, presented on
the Water Plan of Pawnee Nation, their water quality monitoring initiatives and shared their community education suc-
cess of the Pawnee Nation.
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Our congratulations go to Harry L. Fritzler

Harry Fritzler, Range Management Specialist on the Ecological Sciences
and Conservation Planning staff (located in Norman) was recently honored
as the 2012 National Land and Range Judging Contest Honoree.

Harry’s involvement with the National Land & Range Judging Contest be-
gan during the early 1980’s. He joined the ranks of contest workers as co-
chair of the Range Judging Steering Committee in 2004, and is the lead
NRCS coordinator for the Range Judging Contest responsible for setting up
the practice and official contest sites, acquiring the support staff from
NRCS, OSU and other conservation partners.

Harry has conducted numerous training schools over the years for coaches

and leaders. Harry also coordinates the presentation of the award jackets

for the high point teams, individuals, and coaches sponsored by the Society
for Range Management at the contest Awards Banquet each year.

We are proud of Harry and his accomplishments. “Harry is the ‘quiet guy’
who gets things done,” said Don Bartolina, contest coordinator. “We can
really depend on him and appreciate all he does for the contest.”

Eclogical Sciences - submitted by Steve Glasgw 7

Water Resources Review - submitted by Bill Porter
Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 5-16-12

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status
In Planning
Sallisaw Creek 29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Estimated completion 10-1-12
Rock Creek 15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD Estimated completion 10-1-12
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD Waiting on Authorization
Planning Completed - Awaiting Design
Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD  Pending Landrights
In Design
Quapaw Creek 15M  Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 3-1-13
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 4-15-13
Sallisaw Creek 28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Estimated completion 5-15-12
Sallisaw Creek 30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Estimated completion 6-15-12
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian  East Canadian CD Estimated completion 9-1-13
Cobb Creek 3 Washita Deer Creek CD
Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction
Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights
Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
Upper Clear Boggy 34 Pontotoc  Pontotoc County CD Estimated start 6-1-12 *ARRA
Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending
Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated start 8-1-12
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD



Water Resources Review - cont.

Under Construction

Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD Estimated completion 7-1-12

Sugar Creek L-44 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated completion 9-1-12 *ARRA
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher  Kingfisher County CD Estimated completion 6-15-12 *ARRA
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc ~ Pontotoc County CD Estimated completion 6-15-12
Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD Estimated completion 12-1-12

Upper Clear Boggy 33 Pontotoc  Pontotoc County CD Estimated completion 12-15-12 *ARRA
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated completion 4-15-13

Rehabilitation Completed

Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD

Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD
Johnston County

Mill Creek 18 Johnston CD

Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD
Washita County

Cavalry Creek 6 Washita CcD

Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD

Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD

Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD

Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD
Seminole County

Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole CD

Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD

Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD *ARRA
West Caddo

Sugar Creek L-43 Caddo County CD *ARRA
Pontotoc County

Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc CD *ARRA

Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD

*American Recovery
Reinvestment Act

Zone 1 Review - submitted by Lanny Miller

ELLIS COUNTY - Arnett Field Service Center

On Wednesday May 9, 2012 the Ellis County Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service Field Office held an Outdoor Classroom for the all 5" graders in Ellis County at the Artesian Beach at
Gage. There were 54 students that attended. They received presentations about wildlife, gun safety, water
quality and quantity, fire safety, rangeland, electrical safety and how to fold the American Flag. At noon eve-
ryone was served hamburgers.

HARPER COUNTY - Buffalo Field Service Center

The Harper County Conservation District, and the Buffalo NRCS Field Office, along with Harper County OSU
Extension hosted its annual backyard conservation meeting at the Harper County Fairgrounds on April

26™ We had 25 attendees that enjoyed a presentation by Michael Schnelle, OSU Extension Ornamental/
Floriculture Specialist who went over native and non native trees and shrubs that are well adapted to western
Oklahoma for yards. They were also given an update from NRCS and OSU extension over programs and
general information



KINGFISHER COUNTY - Kingdfisher Field Service Center

4-26-2012: Kingfisher County Conservation District with assistance from NRCS in Kingfisher hosted a Con-
servation Education Day at the Kingfisher City Park. Kingfisher and Hennessey 4" grade classes were in-
vited. Approximately 150 students visited 6 booths. Booths included Soil Erosion, Dust Bowl, Recycling,
Wildlife Rescue, Bald Eagle Rescue, and Water Quality.
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MAJOR COUNTY - Fairview Field Service Center

On May 10, 2012 the Major County Conservation District
and Fairview NRCS participated in the Major County Agricul-
ture Safety Day. There were approximately 225 participants
with 175 of this number being third and fourth grade stu-
dents from Fairview, Aline-Cleo and Cimarron Schools.
Cindy Bierig assisted with registration, serving lunch and the
grain safety demonstrations. Chris Best and Michael Rob-
erts provided hands on demonstrations dealing with grain
safety as well as the information about the potential dangers
with any type of grain.

Demonstrations included a grain cart showing how fast a
.p.erson COU|(.'j be pu”e,d down into the grain when gram IS ex- C Bierig and C Best assisting students in demonstrating
iting the grain cart, this same concept could be applied to how hard it is to blow up a balloon under the grain repre-
trucks, combines, grain bins, etc, anything that is unloading senting our chest and lungs trying to breath even if you
grain through an auger or gate. were not completely buried.

Demonstrations to show how hard it is to pull someone out
of grain only buried waste deep as well as how hard it would
be to breathe with the weight of the grain on your chest were
demonstrated and the kids were able to participate in these.

The students enjoyed the hands on experience, many
changing their minds on how difficult it would be to pull
someone out of the grain. Many students had mentioned
that they had played in the grain, one class representative
knew someone that had lost a grandchild in the area a few
years ago due to being pulled under the grain and no one
saw it happen in time. There were several other local exam-
ples mentioned where tragedy was barely avoided. Hope-

f . . . . 1 . . C Best and M Roberts assisting students in an exercise
U"y these examples will stick in the kid’s minds, espemally showing the difficulty of getting out of grain or trying to pull

right before harvest and accidents can be avoided. someone out that is buried waste deep in grain



Zne 1 Review - cont.....

TEXAS COUNTY —Guymon Field Service Center

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council
(OTCAC), the Oklahoma Panhandle Research and Extension Center and the Texas County Conservation
District partnered to sponsor a conservation informational meeting to discuss programs available to produc-
ers and provide valuable onsite training on managing rangeland and livestock during drought conditions.
The meeting was held on Wednesday, May 2, 2012 from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM in Goodwell, Oklahoma. The
NRCS field office hosted the meeting at the Oklahoma Panhandle Research and Extension Center. Ac-
cording to Alan Messenger, District Conservationist for Texas County, “the conservation meeting was de-
signed not only to provide producers with information about conservation programs available, but hands on
training on conservation issues such as; drought impacts on rangeland; how to evaluate and quantify
drought damage and how to monitor beef cow condition.”

Providing a welcome for the meeting were (NRCS) Assistant State Conservationist, Lanny Miller and Alan
Messenger. The following agencies provided program information to producers; Rick Dewitt, representing
Rural Development (RD); Alan Messenger representing NRCS and Mike Griffin and Tayla Dunn, represent-
ing Farm Service Agency (FSA). NRCS Range Specialist, Bruce Meyer, presented on drought impacts on
rangeland and how to evaluate and quantify drought damage. Oklahoma State University Area Livestock
Specialist, Britt Hicks presented on how to monitor beef cow condition. Lunch for the producers was spon-
sored by OTCAC and catered by Hunny’s Ribs. Because of the strong partnership relations between these
state and federal agencies, the meeting was a success.
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Bruce Meyer, NRCS RMS, points out grass that died off from last
year’s drought and identified new runners of buffalo grass.

Zone 3 Review - submitted by Kenny Hitch

BECKHAM COUNTY - Sayre Field Service Center

North Fork Red River Conservation District conducted an outreach event
on April 14 and 15. Beckham County Service Center staff set up an ex-
hibit at the Southwest Oklahoma Farm and Home Expo. This year
marked the 28" time the expo has been held in Elk City. There were sev-
eral thousand patrons that made their way through the Convention Center
over the two-day event to look at the products and services on display by
more than 100 exhibitors. The title of the Conservation Districts’ display
was “Soil to Spoon”. The message conveyed was the importance of soil
to our sustenance. The event provided an opportunity to showcase the
services available to local private landowners through the Conservation
District.




CADDO COUNTY - Anadarko Field Service Center

On May 14th, West Caddo, North Caddo and South Caddo Conservation Districts along with Anadarko
NRCS Field office personal and Caddo County OSU extension office personal; extended a warm "Thank
You" to Caddo County commissioners. The partnership that has been formed between the districts, NRCS
and the commissioners is one that shouldn’t go unnoticed. All 3 commissioners work with all 3 districts to
accomplish multiple conservation efforts on the ground in Caddo County. Several projects are funded by the
commissioners, as well as extra funds to the districts to help them accomplish their goals. Picture shows
employees from all groups at the appreciation luncheon held on the 14th of May, 2012. As well as one of

the projects implemented on the ground.

MCCLAIN COUNTY - Purcell Field Service Center
NRCS and McClain County Partner to Hold Conservation Education Days in McClain County

Outdoor conservation education days were held in
McClain County on May 10™ and May 11". The out-
door conservation days provided the opportunity for
the McClain Conservation District and Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) to partner with
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife, Purcell fire depart-
ment and OSU Purcell Extension office to delivery
conservation education to fifth grade students from
Purcell and Wayne schools on May 10 and Washing-
ton school on May 11th. Conservation and educa-
tional presentations were made to 213 fifth graders
from all three school districts. There were nine educa-
tional stations provided for the students.
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District Conservationist, Carol Crouch, provided water quality demonstrations
during conservation education days.



one 3 Review - cont....

NRCS, FSA, McClain & Cleveland County Conservation Districts partnered held an Eastern
Red Cedar Workshop

An Eastern red cedar workshop was be held on May 24, 2012, in the Noble Library, located at 204 5" Street
in Noble, Oklahoma. The meeting began at 6:00 and was open to the public. The meeting was sponsored
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), Cleveland and McClain
Conservation districts. Dr. Carol Crouch, District Conservationist, for Cleveland and McClain NRCS offices,
made a presentation regarding financial assistance under the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentive Pro-
gram (EQIP) to assist producers in the removal of the invasive Eastern red cedars. Mr. Harry Fritzler,
NRCS Resource Specialist, made a presentation on eastern red cedars that covered the following; removal
methods, management approaches, growth patterns and impacts if not removed. Mr. Mike Leverett, CED
for Farm Service Agency, presented on programs available for producers through the FSA agency. Other
Farm Bill information was also be provided during the work shop.

Zone 4 Review - submitted by Jamey Wood

CARTER COUNTY - Ardmore Field Service Center

Ardmore Field Service Center staff, Jim Williams, District Conservationist, and Randy Johnson, Soil Techni-
cian, participated in an Agriculture Career Day at the Fox High School with Langston University Out-
reach staff. 100 Students from grades 8 to 12 were introduced to various opportunities in agriculture fields
from several agriculture agencies.

HUGHES COUNTY - Holdenville Field Service Center

The Holdenville Field Service Center along with the Hughes County Conservation District held its annual Out-
door Classroom at Moss Public Schools on May 7. Presenters included the Oklahoma Forestry Service,
Oklahoma Highway Patrol, State Trapper Chad Goodson, NRCS Soil Scientist Carl Woods, and others.
About 200 students from Hughes County attended.
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Carl Woods, NRCS Resource Soil
Scientist, demonstrates to students
how to make a soil profile card.
Carl’s presentation included what
soil is, how soils are formed and
why soils are important.



Zone 4 Review - cont.....
HASKELL COUNTY - Stigler Field Service Center

The Haskell County Conservation District with assistance
from the Stigler NRCS staff conducted their 21° Annual
Fishing Clinic at the Stigler Country Club on May 3 for
all 5" grade students in Haskell County. There were
about 250 students and teachers from 5 schools in atten-
dance. The event offered the opportunity to rotate through
12 minute learning stations teaching about fishing tackle
identification, Oklahoma wildlife rules and regulations,
casting instructions, and fish identification. The students
from the rural schools attended the morning sessions and
the Stigler school students attended the afternoon ses-
sions. During the last 45 minutes of both the morning and
afternoon sessions the students actually got to fish
around a stocked pond. Each student went home with a
“goodie bag” filled with various information and other
items and a new rod and reel provided by a tremendous
support from area businesses. Attached is a photo show-
ing students lined up around a pond at the country club
enjoying a time of fishing. This was the first time for many
of the students to actually fish. About 150 Earth Team
Volunteer hours were donated in conducting this very
successful event.

LOVE COUNTY - Marietta Field Service Center

The Love County Conservation District and OSU’s Love County Cooperative Extension Service held their an-
nual Natural Resources Day at Lake Murray State Park on April 25. One hundred forty-nine Love County
Fourth graders from Marietta, Turner, Thackerville and Greenville Schools attended. The students learned
about soils, geology, oil and gas production, electric safety, flint knapping, stream bank erosion, flood plains,
raising fish, turtles, endangered species, and trapping and controlling nuisance animals. Presenters included
Red River Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, Oklahoma Department of Ag Wildlife Services, Oklahoma De-
partment of Environmental Quality, Oklahoma Energy Resource Board, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Lake Murray State Park and OSU Cooperative Extension Service.

Brian Fillmore, USFWS Biologist with Tishomingo Fish
Hatchery, is explaining different species of turtles to the
students. His presentation also included different breed-
ing and release programs of paddlefish, channel catfish,
and alligator snapping turtles done at the hatchery.




Zone 4 Review - cont.....

LEFLORE COUNTY - Poteau Field Service Center

Several folks from Zone 4 attended the Pollinator Conservation Planning course held at the Kerr Center for
Sustainable Agriculture near Poteau, Oklahoma, May 17. We learned a lot of interesting facts about BEES.
Did you know that there are approximately 4,000 different kinds of bees in North America? Bees can be cate-
gorized in many different ways: solitary (90% are Solitary), social, general (utilizes multiple plants) or even
specialized, (utilizes specific plants). Honey Bees are not native to this country, but are an important part of
agriculture. Native bees do participate in pollinating of agriculture crops such as apples, cherries and squash,
but a couple of differences do exist. When the weather is wet or cold honey bees tend to stay home, native
bees tend to forage in cold/wet weather longer and farther than honey bees. Larger native bees will travel up
to 1mile from their home base.

Just some of the flowers that can attract pollinators

McINTOSH COUNTY - Eufaula Field Service Center

On May 15 the Eufaula NRCS was asked to
speak during the monthly Mcintosh County
Chapter of the Oklahoma Cattlemen’s As-
sociation meeting held at the Eufaula Free-
will Baptist Church. There were 35 people in
attendance and the topic was the new Con-
servation Stewardship Program. Many ques-
tions were asked and several people were in-
terested in the program. Several new signups
have been received since the meeting. The
Eufaula NRCS considered the meeting very
successful and the Cattlemen’s Association
has invited us to speak again at their next
meeting.
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