
Updating Soil Survey Databases Flow Chart A 
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SCOPE:  
 

State Soil Scientist (SSS) 
and Assistant State 
Conservationist for Field 
Operations (ASTC-FO) 
decide periodically where 
soil survey updates will be 
done. 

Technical Specialist, Program Manager, field 
employee or another agency notifies SSS 
through proper channels that changes in 
database may be needed. 

National Office notifies 
SSS that changes in 
database are needed. 

Project Leaders 
conduct surveys. 

Project Leader makes 
changes in soil 
survey database. 

Soil Survey Quality 
Assurance Office in St. 
Paul, MN, certifies 
updated databases. 

The SSS evaluates whether concern is valid and 
change is needed. 

The SSS 
agrees to 
change 
needed? 

N Y 
The SSS 
documents 
rationale. 

STOP – SSS documents rationale 

Y
Can edits be 
made globally? 

N

Database Manager makes 
global changes in soil survey 
database. 

Area Resource Soil Scientist 
(ARSS) makes local (county 
specific) changes in Soil 
Survey Database and provides 
SSS with a formatted report for 
all tables that are not available 
in the Soil Data Mart. 

Project Leader provides 
the SSS with a formatted 
report for all tables that 
are not available in the 
Soil Data Mart. 

Database Manager exports soil survey 
database into the Soil Data Mart. 

Soil Data Mart Tables in the Electronic Field Office 
Technical Guide (eFOTG) are automatically updated 
and the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) 
Content Manager manually replaces FOTG tables 
that are not available on the Soil Data Mart. 

The ARSS notifies field office that the soil 
database has been edited and provides 
summary of edits. 
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