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Dear ________:

This letter is to inform you that the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has received a report of a potential conversion of wetland on your property.  I am writing to notify you of the impacts this action could have on your eligibility to participate in United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) farm programs.

The Food Security Act (FSA) of 1985, as amended, prohibits the improvement of soil drainage and/or removal of woody vegetation (including stumps) in order to make crop production possible within an area which meets the USDA definition of a wetland.  The person who converts a wetland will become ineligible for USDA farm program benefits on all lands owned or operated by that person as of the date of the conversion.  Any renters who plant a commodity crop on a converted wetland could also lose their USDA farm program benefits.

If you are interested in determining your eligibility for USDA farm programs please request an official wetland determination.  To initiate the wetland determination process, please contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) office at _______ and make arrangements to complete an AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification form for the area(s) where drainage and/or removal of woody vegetation has occurred.  The wetland determination will verify if a conversion has occurred and, if requested, provide options to restore future USDA farm program eligibility.

After the submission of your request, NRCS will contact you to arrange an on-site visit to complete the official wetland determination.  Additional information about the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act will be provided to you at that time.

Sincerely,

District Conservationist
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