Use of the Contouring and Cross Slope Farming Factor
The method for determining the use of contouring in the water erosion control equation can also be applied to cross-slope farming.  However, the use of the procedure with cross-slope farming should involve careful judgment.  The planner should ensure that both the row grade and the downhill slope values accurately describe the predominant critical area (most limiting area of significant extent) used to plan the field or treatment area. 

The predominant critical area (most limiting area of significant extent) is that landscape unit which is the most erosive significant landscape area in the field.  Areas of insignificant size which are eroding at rates exceeding that of the predominant critical area may be ignored.  The planned management system is designed to treat the predominant critical area (most limiting area of significant extent).

The contouring factor should be used where a significant attempt has been made to contour the field or where a majority of the field is farmed at or near the contour and meets the criteria for either 330 (contour farming) or 585 (stripcropping) practice standard.  However, with highly dissected fields or with complex topography, slopes may face many different directions in relation to row direction.  The result may be a wide range of row directions and grades on the various slopes in the field.  In this case, the contouring factor should not be used and a value of 1.0 would be appropriate.

The cross slope procedure should be used where rows are aligned generally perpendicular to the dominant slope of the field.  In many cases this will require changing row direction from an alignment parallel to field boundaries, roads, etc.
