MOTTLES and MOTTLING

Mottling (mottles, mottled) refers to secondary soil colors not associated with compositional properties.  Redoximorphic features are a type of mottle associated with wetness.  Lithochromic mottles are a type of mottling associated with variations of color due to weathering of parent materials.

Terms such as mixed, intermingled, mottled, or multicolored to describe color are discouraged.

Example:  If the color pattern is the result of redoximorphic processes, and a dominant color does not exist—

Btg=30 to 50 inches; 35 percent dark gray (5Y 4/1), 35 percent yellowish brown (10YR 5/4), and 30 percent brown (7.5YR 4/4) clay loam; ...areas with dark gray color are iron depletions and areas with brown color are masses of oxidized iron; ...

Example:  If the color pattern is not related to aquic conditions and is too intricate (bands, patches, etc.) with numerous, diverse colors to credibly identify a dominant color—

BC=30 to 50 inches; variegated dark gray (5Y 4/1), yellowish brown (10YR 5/4), and brown (7.5YR4/4) clay loam; ...

-or-

C=50 to 60 inches; variegated loam saprolite in shades of red, brown, yellow, and white;…

Refer to Soil Color, Field Guide for Describing and Sampling Soils, page 2-8.

