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Farm Bill 2002 Fact Sheets and Q’s and A'’s.
Available at: www.nrcs.usda.gov by clicking programs too fine additional program,
technical and financial assistance.
-Conservation Provisions Overview
-Agricultural Management Assistance—Fact Sheet and Q& A
-Conservation of Private Grazing Lands—Fact Sheet and Q&A
-Conservation Reserve Program—Fact Sheet
-Conservation Security Program—Fact Sheet
-Conservation Technical Assistance—Fact Sheet
-Emergency Watershed Protection Program—Q&A
-Environmental Quality Incentive Program—Fact Sheet and Q& A
-Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program—Fact Sheet and Q& A
-Forestry Incentives Program—Fact Sheet and Q&A.
-Grasslands Reserve Program—Fact Sheet and Q& A
-Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative—Fact Sheet
-Resource Conservation and Development—Fact Sheet and Q& A
-Soil Survey Programs—Fact Sheet
-Soil and Water Conservation Assistance—Fact Sheet and Q& A
-Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention—Fact Sheet
-Wetlands Reserve Program Q& A—Fact Sheet and Q&A
-Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program—Fact Sheet and Q& A
-Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program Q&A.

Conservation Program Delivery Diagram
This diagram describes the conservations program delivery process.
Available online at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/1996/DelDgm.html

USDA: Natural Resources Programs Fact Sheet

This publication is a summary of the financial, technical and educational assistance
available for landowners. More information is available at: www.nrcs.usda.gov. The fact
sheet is available online at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/factsheets/

Conservation Planning—You and Your Land

Program Aid Number 1376

Out of print

Conservation planning assistance is available through NRCS. It provides free help
through this voluntary participation program. Make copies as needed from the resource
manual for your use.

Conservation Technology Information Center (CTIC)

The CTIC is nonprofit organization that provides data and information related to
environmentally and economically beneficial natural resource systems. It publishes a
newsletter six times a year, and their website is an information resource.

Website: http://www.ctic.purdue.edu/CTIC/CTIC html




Ph: (765) 494-9555

Conservation Directory, 43" Edition

National Wildlife Foundation

This is a list of organizations, agencies and officials concerned with natural resource use
and management. An order form and index of the 2,700 organizations is included in the
tool kit. If you need additional information about the catalog, contact Rue Gordon at
(703) 790-4468 or gordon@nwf . org.

National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD)

NACD is the national voice of America’s 3,000 local conservation districts, which help
protect soil, water, forests, wildlife and other resources.

Website: www.nacdnet.org

National Association of State Conservation Agencies (NASCA)

NASCA is a voluntary, nonpartisan organization of state executive agencies responsible
for the administration of soil, water, and related natural resource programs.

Website: www.NASCAnet.org

USDA/NRCS Wildlife Habitat Management Institute
PowerPoint Presentations: (CD-Rom)
e Managing CRP Land for Small Game
e Conservation Tillage and Wildlife
¢ Fish and Wildlife Considerations
Available from Wildlife Habitat Management Institute
Website: http://www.ms.nrcs.usda.gov/whmi/ (In the search option, enter the title of the
CD you are interested in)
100 Webster Circle, Suite 3
Madison, MS 39110

National Wildlife Foundation (NWF)

The NWF has programs that include wildlife community programs and educational
training for teachers. They also provide information on wildlife conservation. Their
website has a searchable database in addition to wildlife news and information.
Website: www.nwf org.

Ph: (800) 822-9919.

Trout Unlimited (TU)

TU is an organization uses an extensive volunteer network to conserve, protect  and
restore North America’s trout and salmon fisheries and their watersheds.

Website: http://www.tu.org/

1500 Wilson Blvd., #310

Arlington, VA 22209-2404

Ph: (800) 834-2419




Pheasants Forever

Pheasants Forever is a non-profit conservation organization concerned with the
decline of the ring neck pheasant population.

Website: http://www.pheasantsforever.org/

1783 Buerkle Circle

St. Paul, Minnesota 55110

Ph: 1-877-773-2070 (toll free) or (651) 773-2000

Ducks Unlimited (DU) :

DU is a wetland conservation organization concerned about the future of the
waterfowl.

Website: http://www.ducks.org/

One Waterfowl Way

Memphis, Tennessee, 38120

Ph: 1-800-45DUCKS or (901) 758-3825

Working With Wetlands

NRCS (AIB 672)

This publication presents the role and function of wetlands. It also provides information
on the type of technical and financial assistance available to restore, protect and enhance
wetlands.

Available by calling, 1-888-LANDCARE

Economic Impacts of Protecting Rivers, Trails and Greenway Corridors: A Resource
Book.

Prepared by Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance, National Park Service

This publication addresses property values, resident expenditures, commercial uses,
agency costs, tourism, corporate relocation and retention, public cost reduction, and
benefit estimation. It also includes data appendices and worksheets. Available online at:
http://www.nps.gov/pwro/rtca/econ_index.htm

Hardcopies available by calling, (202) 343-3780.

FishAmerica Foundation

A foundation of the American Sportfishing Association.

FishAmerica is a non-profit conservation-oriented organization that focuses on both fresh
and saltwater environments. The foundation’s mission is to provide funding for applied
fisheries research, and/or for projects that enhance fish populations and water quality.
Their website contains FishAmerica news, grant applications and a list of FishAmerica
projects.

Website: http://www.asafishing.org/content/conservation/fishamerica/

225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 420
Alexandria, VA 22314

Ph: (703) 519-9691

Fax: (703) 519-1872

Email: info@asafishing.org



Guidance for Soil and Water Conservation Districts in Setting Locally Led Natural
Resource Priorities

This guidebook provide information on forming alliances, reaching out to minority
farmers, and other related data. Available in the NRCS Social Sciences Institute 2002
Product Catalogue, available online at:
http.//www.ssi.nrcs.usda.gov/ssi/B_Stories/4_Misc/SSIProducts2002.pdf.
Available from:

SSI

1550 East Beltline Ave., Suite 245

Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Ph: (616) 942-1503

Email: ssinter2@po.nrcs.usda.gov .

Growing Carbon: A New Crop That Helps Agricultural Producers and the Climate Too
This publication is an information brochure on climate change and the greenhouse effect;
affect agriculture in the U.S., and how agriculture reduces greenhouse gas. Available
online at: http://www.environmentaldefense.org/documents/492_carbon_brochure.pdf
Hardcopies available by calling, 1-888-LANDCARE

The Farm as a Natural Habitat: Reconnecting Food Systems with Ecosystems
Published by the Minnesota-based Land Stewardship Project

This book provides descriptions of how farmers are making changes in the way they
produce food on the land, by finding practical ways to balance food production with the
protection of nature and economic viability.

Website: http://www.landstewardshipproject.org

Ph: 1-800-828-1302

Naturalize Your Farming System: A Whole-Farm Approach to Managing Pests

SARE

This publication outlines how to use ecological principles to control pests on your farm.
Available online at: www.sare.org/farmpest/index.htm or in PDF at
www.sare.org/farmpest/farmpest. pdf.

Hardcopies are available at: (301) 504-6422 or aadeyemi(@nal.usda.gov

Ecological Farming Association
Website: http://www.eco-farm.org/
406 Main St., Suite 313
Watsonville, CA 95076

Ph: (831) 763-2111

Email: info@eco-farm.org

Ohio Ecological Food & Farm Association (OEFFA)

OEFFA is a grassroots coalition of food producers and consumers that promotes a
healthful, ecological, accountable and permanent agriculture in Ohio and elsewhere. They
promote research on eco-management systems and techniques and the adoption of
alternative technologies where appropriate.



Website: http://www.oeffa.org

PO Box 82234

Columbus OH 43202

Ph: 614/421-2022 Fax: 614/421-2011
Email: oeffa@iwaynet.net

Small Scale Small Field Conservation

NRCS publication

This publication presents simple practices and concepts to help solve natural resource
problems with a small investment of time and money.

Available from 1-888-LANDCARE

Buffer Notes.

Produced by the National Association of Conservation Districts and NRCS

This is an electronic newsletter that provides information on the use of buffers throughout
the U.S.

Available online at: http://www.nacdnet.org/buffers/02Jun/index.html.

To subscribe, email: buffers-request@nacdnet.org

Buffers—Common Sense Conservation, published for USDA by Farm Progress
Companies

This publication is a 4-page information sheet on how buffers work and how when
combined with other conservation methods buffers can help eliminate serious water
pollution and related environmental problems from farms. Available online at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/buffers/BufrsPub.html

Available by calling 1-888-LANDCARE

Buffer Strips: Common Sense Conservation

This publication has information on buffers strips and the buffer program. The online fact
sheet also provides links to Buffer Initiative contacts and buffer success stories.

Available online at: http://www.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/CCS/Buffers. html#Anchor-Benefits

Conservation Buffers Work... Economically and Environmentally

NRCS Program Aid 1615 Revised

This publication is a fold out color brochure on the values and uses of buffers. Available
online at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/buffers/pdf/BufferBr.pdf.

Hardcopies available by calling 1-888-LANDCARE

Conservation Buffers to Reduce Pesticide Losses

Published through the joint effort of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the
NWCC, and the US Environmental Protection Agency Office of Pesticide Programs
March 2000

Available online at:
http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/water/quality/common/pestmgt/files/newconbuf. pdf




Signatures on the Land

Published by the Soil and Water Conservation Society with assistance from USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service

This publication is designed to help the public understand the importance of our nation’s
working land.

To order this publication:

Online, http://www.swcs.org/t_pubs_books_Signatures.htm

Soil and Water Conservation Society

7515 NE Ankeny Road

Ankeny, A 50021 USA

Ph: (515) 289-2331

Fax: (515) 289-1227

Lesson 1: Principles of Environmental Stewardship

By Rick Koelsch, University of Nebraska in cooperation with US EPA, CSREES, ARS,
NRCS and Farm*A*Syst.

This publication is part of the Livestock and Poultry Environmental Stewardship
Curriculum. The curriculum has lessons arranged in six modules; introduction, animal
dietary strategies, manure storage and treatment, land application and nutrient
management, outdoor air quality, and related issues. The full curriculum can be ordered
from the Mid West Plan Service.

Website: http://www.mwpshq.org/

Ph: 800-562-3618

Email: mwps(@iastate.edu

Lesson 1 is available online at: http://pasture.ecn.purdue.edu/~schildre/quiz/lesson01.htm

Lesson 33: Selecting Land Application Sites

By Ron Sheffield and Pat Murphy in cooperation with US EPA, CSREES, ARS, NRCS
and Farm*A*Syst.

This publication is part of the Livestock and Poultry Environmental Stewardship
Curriculum. The curriculum has lessons arranged in six modules; introduction, animal
dietary strategies, manure storage and treatment, land application and nutrient
management, outdoor air quality, and related issues. The full curriculum can be ordered
from the Mid West Plan Service.

Website: http://www.mwpshq.org/

Ph:; 800-562-3618

Email: mwps@iastate.edu

Lesson 33 is available online at:
http://www.lpes.org/Lessons/Lesson33/33_Application_Sites.html

Sonoran Institute

Community Stewardship Exchange

The Sonoran Institute is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting community-
based strategies that preserve protected lands and meet the economic aspiration s of
adjoining landowners and communities. The Institute tests different approaches to
community based conservation and adapts these approaches based on real experiences.



Website: http://www.sonoran.org/
7650 E. Broadway, Suite 203
Tucson, AZ 85710

Ph: (520) 290-0828

Fax: (520) 290-0969

Email: sonoran@sonoran.org

Sustainable Agriculture

NRCS Watershed Science Institute

This brochure discusses sustainable agriculture and the productivity, environmental
quality, socioeconomic viability and sustainable characteristics of sustainable agriculture.
It also presents four small scale case study summaries.

Available at: (402) 437-5178 ext 43 or saschman@unlserve.unl.edu

Working Landscapes in the Midwest.: Creating Sustainable Futures for Agriculture,
Forestry and Communities

Conference Proceedings

November 8 — 9 of 2001

Lake Lawn Resort; Delavan, Wisconsin

Available online at:

http://www forestrycenter.org/library/admin/uploadedfiles/Midwest_Working_ Landscape
s Conference 2.htm

Source Book of Sustainable Agriculture for Educators, Producers and Other Agricultural
Professionals: A Guide to Books, Newsletters, Conference Proceedings, Bulletins, Videos
and More.

Sustainable Agricultural Network

This book provides a comprehensive list of 559 different information resources and
information on how to obtain them. The book is organized by state, US territory, and
country and also provides four pages of websites relating to sustainability.

Cost: $12.00

Available from:

Website: http://www.sare.org/htdocs/pubs/

Ph: (802) 656-0471

Agriculture and Natural Resource Sustainable Agriculture Website
Purdue University

This website provides general information on sustainable agriculture.
http://www.anr.ces.purdue.edu/anr/sustag.html

Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture

Iowa State University

The Leopold Center is an organization dedicated to developing profitable farming
systems that conserve natural resources and working with the Iowa State University
Extension and other groups to inform the public of new research findings. The
organization has a competitive Grants Program and various education programs.



Website: http://www.leopold.iastate.edu
209 Curtis Hall

Iowa State University

Ames, Iowa 50011-1050

Ph: (515) 294-3711

Fax: (515) 294-9696

Email: leocenter@iastate.edu

Sustainable Measures Website

This website develops and provides indicators that measure progress toward a sustainable
economy, society and environment.

http://www .sustainablemeasures.com/

Landscape Conservation Network

Fostering the Conservation of Functional Landscapes

This network organizes workshops that focus on forest, fire, wetland, and invasive
management, and arid lands grazing.

Website: http://tnc-ecomanagement.org/

Ph: (352) 392-7006

Email: wfulks@tnc.org

Florida Master Naturalist Program (FMNP)

University of Florida Extensions

This program trains anyone interested in learning more about Florida’s environment,
seeking educational contact hours, or wishing to increase their knowledge for use in
education programs. The FMNP provides courses in three subject areas: freshwater
wetlands, coastal systems, and upland habitats.

Website: http://www.masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/

Email: gallen@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu

Making USDA Programs Work For You

USDA, NRCS

Information sheets on how USDA farm programs can assist in developing alternative
enterprises and agritourism. Four draft case studies are presented.

Available in this resource manual at:

www.nres.usda.gov/technical/RES S/altenterprise or the CD described above by
calling Jim Maetzold at 202-720-0132 or email at jim.maetzold@usda.gov

Living on a Few Acres

This is a quarterly publication produced by the University of Minnesota, Washington
County Extension office that addresses small acres issues and management. For more
information, call Robert Olson, 651-430-6800, or email: rolson@extension.umn.edu.
Available online at:
http://www.extension.umn.edu/county/main/master.asp?county_id=84

GreenWorks



GreenWorks, part of the Environmental Fund for Pennsylvania, is an organization that
provides information on and grants for environmental conservation and awareness. Their
website contains a search feature, an electronic newsletter, information on their grants
and programs, the largest collection of environmental videos available online, and an
educational page for kids.

Website: http://www.greenworks.tv

Ph: 1-800-334-3190 or (215) 545-5880

Email: talktous@greenworks.tv

Greenbook 2003: Caring for the Land

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

This publication, updated annually, provides information on how farmers are adopting
energy and sustainable agriculture alternative enterprises. The publication includes stories
about how people are applying alternative sustainable enterprises.

Available online at: http;//www.mda.state. mn.us/ESAP/Greenbook1999/gb99cont.htm
Hardcopies available from:

Ph: (651) 215-0367

Email: Alison Fish@state.mn.us

Sustainable Agriculture: Sustainability Technical Note 1

USDA/NRCS

Presents a few basic concepts to better understand the topic, related philosophies and
practices.

Auvailable on line at

www.wsi.nrcs.usda.gov or

call Stephanie Aschmann

402-437-5178

Conservation Corridor Planning at the Landscape Level: Part 190 National Biology
Handbook

USDA/NRCS

Handbook is developed to help understand the impact of the changing landscape and
assist in improving wildlife habitat.

Available by contacting the nearest NRCS Office or available online at
www.nrcs.usda.gov

A Comprehensive Review of Farm Bill Contributions to Wildlife Conservation
USDA/NRCS Wildlife Habitat Management Institute

A comprehensive review of the scientific literature was undertaken to deter wildlife
responses to programs established under the conservation title of the farm bills 1985,
1990 and 1996.

Available by contacting

www.whmi.nrcs.usda.gov







GNRGS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
United States Department of Agriculture

Farm Bill 2002

Conservation Provisions

May 2002

Overview

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act
0f 2002 (Farm Bill) represents the single most
significant commitment of resources toward
conservation on private lands in the Nation’s
history. The legislation responds to a broad
range of emerging natural resource challenges
faced by farmers and ranchers, including soil
erosion, wetlands, wildlife habitat, and
farmland protection. Private landowners will
benefit from a portfolio of voluntary
-assistance, including cost-share, land rental,
incentive payments, and technical assistance.
The 2002 Farm Bill places a strong emphasis
on the conservation of working lands, ensuring
that land remain both healthy and productive.

The conservation provisions build upon past
conservation gains and respond to the call of
farmers and ranchers across the country for
additional cost-share resources. The 2002
Farm Bill also ensures greater access to the
programs by making more farmers and
ranchers eligible for participation.

Agriculture Management Assistance (AMA)

"o Provides additional funding for AMA, in
addition to funds provided through the
Agriculture Risk Protection Act of 2000

Conservation Corridor Program

e Requires the Secretary of Agriculture to
establish a conservation corridor
demonstration program on the Delmarva
Peninsula in the states of Delaware,
Maryland, and Virginia located on the east
side of the Chesapeake Bay

Conservation of Private Grazing Land
(CPGL)

e Provides policy for technical assistance
relating to conservation on private grazing
lands, and mandates establishment of a
separate funding line-item for this purpose

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
e Reauthorizes the program through 2007

e Raises authorization for enrollment to an
overall acreage cap of 39.2 million acres

e Expands the Farmable Wetland Pilot
Program to become available Nationwide
with an aggregate acreage cap of 1 million
acres

e Allows landowners to continue with existing
ground cover where practicable and
consistent with wildlife reserve benefits of
CRP

e Provides for managed haying (including for
biomass) and grazing

Conservation Security Program (CSP)

e Establishes CSP for fiscal years 2003
through 2007 to reward stewardship and
provide an incentive for addressing
additional resource concerns on agricultural
working lands

Desert Terminal Lakes

e Provides $200 million in funds of the
Commodity Credit Corporation to be
transferred to the Secretary of the Interior to
provide water to at-risk natural desert
terminal lakes; prohibits the purchase or
lease of water rights with the funds

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Environmental Quality Incentives Program

(EQIP)

e Reauthorizes the program through 2007 with
greater funding resources '

¢ Eliminates geographic priority areas

e Allows for expenditure of funds in the first
year of the contract

e Eliminates the cap on large confined
livestock operations

e Provides an overall payment limitation of
$450,000 per producer, regardless of the
number of farms or contracts, over the
authorized life of the 2002 Farm Bill

e Specifies contract length, from a minimum
of one year beyond completion of the
project to a maximum of 10 years

e Prohibits the process of bidding-down
(competitive cost share reduction among
program applicants)

e Allows up to 90 percent cost-share for
beginning or limited resource farmers and
ranchers

e Allows the Secretary of Agriculture to use a
portion of EQIP funds in each of fiscal years
2003 through 2006 for innovation grants

¢ Provides an additional $50 million in EQIP
funding to assist producers in the Klamath
Basin

Farmland Protection Program (FPP)

¢ Reauthorizes the program through 2007 with
greater funding resources

e Removes the existing acreage limitation,
expands the definition of eligible land, and
makes agricultural land that contains historic
or archaeological resources eligible for
enrollment

¢ Includes nonprofit organizations as eligible
entities for program participation

e Allows the Secretary of Agriculture to
provide grants (through an authorization of
appropriations) for use in carrying out farm
viability programs

Conservation Provisions Overview

Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP)

e Authorizes enrollment of up to 2 million
acres of restored, improved, or natural
grassland, rangeland, and pastureland,
including prairie

Grassroots Sourcewater Protection

e Authorizes an annual appropriation for fiscal
years 2002 to 2006 to use technical
capabilities of each state rural water
association that operates a well-head or
groundwater protection program

Great Lakes Basin Program for Soil Erosion
and Sediment Control

e Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture, in
consultation with the Great Lakes
Commission and in cooperation with the
Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Secretary of the
Army, to carry out a program in the Great
Lakes basin for soil erosion and sediment
control

Ground and Surface Water Conservation

e Provides a special initiative through EQIP
for ground and surface water conservation

e Institutes cost-share payments, incentive
payments, and loans to producers to carry
out eligible water conservation activities,
including irrigation improvements,
conversion to less water intensive crops, and
dryland farming

Partnerships and Cooperation

e Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to
enter into agreements to enhance technical
and financial assistance provided to owners,
operators, and producers to address natural
resource issues related to agricultural
production



Resource Conservation and Development
Program (RC&D)

e Provides permanent reauthorization of the
program and makes technical and
conforming changes to the program

Small Watershed Rehabilitation

¢ Provides mandatory spending from the
Commodity Credit Corporation in addition
to existing authorization of appropriations

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
e Reauthorizes the program through 2007

¢ Increases the overall program acreage cap to
2,275,000 acres

e Caps annual acreage enrollment at 250,000
acres

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

e Provides for up to 15 percent of annual
WHIP funds for increased cost-share
payments to producers to protect and restore
essential plant and animal habitat using
agreements with a duration of at least 15
years

Conservation Provisions Overview r

For More Information

If you need more information about the
Conservation Provisions of the 2002 Farm
Bill, please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/

s
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2 I, Visit USDA on the Web at:
444 http://www.usda.gov/farmbill
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Agricultural Management Assistance

Fact Sheet

Note: Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) is authorized under the Agricultural Risk Protection Act of
2000, Title I, Section 133 (Public Law 106-224).

Introduction

Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) provides cost-share payments to agricultural producers to
voluntarily address issues such as water management, water quality, and erosion control by incorporating
conservation into their farming operations. Producers may construct or improve water management
structures or irrigation structures; plant trees for windbreaks or to improve water quality; and mitigate risk
through production diversification or resource conservation practices, inciuding soil erosion control,
integrated pest management, or transition to organic farming.

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has leadership for the conservation provisions of
AMA. The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is responsible for an organic certification cost-share program
and the Risk Management Agency (RMA) is responsible for mitigation of financial risk through an insurance
cost-share program.

How AMA Works

AMA is available in 15 states where participation in the Federal Crop Insurance Program is historically low.
They are: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

Applicants may request AMA assistance at any time by submitting an application to the local NRCS or
conservation district office. The application (form CCC-1200) is available at the local USDA Service Center or
on the Web at http://www.sc.egov.usda.gov.

A conservation plan is required for the area covered in the application and becomes the basis for developing
the AMA contract. NRCS will work with the landowner to develop a conservation plan. Landowners must
agree to maintain cost-shared practices for the life of the practice. Contracts are for five to ten years.

The NRCS state conservationist, in consultation with the State Technical Committee, will determine eligible
structural and/or vegetative conservation practices using a locally led process. The Federal cost share is 75
percent of the cost of an eligible practice. Participants will be paid based upon certification of completion of
the approved practice.

Eligibility

Applicants must own or control the land and agree to implement specific eligible conservation practices.
Applicants must meet the Food Security Act’s definition of "person."” Eligible land:

e Cropland

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ama/amafacts.html 11/20/2003
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Hayland

Pasture and rangeland

Land used for subsistence purposes

Other land (such as forestland) that produces crops or livestock where risk may be mitigated through
operation diversification or change in resource conservation practices.

Funding

AMA is budgeted at $10 million per year. The total AMA payments (from NRCS, AMS, and RMA) shall not
exceed $50,000 per participant for any fiscal year.

For More Information

NRCS or your local conservation district can provide more information. Your USDA Service Center is listed in
the telephone book under U.S. Department of Agriculture.

http://www .nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ama/amafacts.html 11/20/2003
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Questions and
Answers

on the Land

United States Department of Agriculture

Agricultural Management Assistance

Note: Agricultural Management Assistance
(AMA) is authorized under the Agricultural Risk
Protection Act of 2000, Title I, Section 133
(Public Law 106-224).

AMA—Agricultural Management Assistance
NRCS—Natural Resources Conservation
Service

USDA—U.S. Department of Agriculture
AMS—Agricultural Marketing Service
RMA—Risk Management Agency

Q. Is AMA available nationwide?

A. AMA s available in 15 states where participa-
tion in the Federal Crop Insurance Program
is historically low. They are: Connecticut,
Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah,
Vermont, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

Q. Where are AMA applications
accepted?

A. AMA applications will be accepted at local
NRCS or conservation district offices. Other
agricultural or natural resource agencies may
assist with accepting applications. The appli-
cation (form CCC-1200) is available at the
local USDA Service Center or on the Web at
www.sc.egov.usda.gov.

Q. What is the maximum cost-share
amount allowed for each AMA
contract?

A. The total AMA payments (from NRCS, AMS,
and RMA) shall not exceed $50,000 per par-
ticipant for any fiscal year. The Federal cost
share is 75 percent of the cost of an eligible
practice.

Q. When will sign-ups begin?

A. Interested landowners may begin submitting
AMA applications under a continuous sign-
up. Cutoff dates for ranking the applications
will be determined by the NRCS state con-
servationist in consultation with the State
Technical Committee.

Q. Is a conservation plan required?

A. A conservation plan is required for the area
covered in the application and becomes the
basis for developing the AMA contract.
NRCS will work with the landowner to
develop a conservation plan.

Q. Will practices be maintained after
contracts expire?

A. Landowners must agree to maintain cost-
shared practices for the life of the practice,
which may extend beyond the end of the con-
tract. USDA hopes AMA participants will



ant to continue to voluntarily address issues
ich as water management, water quality,

1d erosion control by incorporating conser-
ition into their farming operations.

lhat land is eligible for AMA?

1e following I'and is eligible for AMA:
Cropland,

Hayland,

Pasture and rangeland,

Land used for subsistence purposes, and

Other land (such as forestland) that pro-
duces crops or livestock where risk may be
mitigated through operation diversification
or change in resource conservation prac-
tices.

lhen are payments made?

articipants will be paid upon certification
iat the approved practice has been com-
eted according to NRCS standards and
>ecifications.

ho determines which applications
re funded?

pplications are selected based on a state-
eveloped ranking and selection process. .
he ranking criteria will emphasize:

Construction or improvement of water man-
agement structures or irrigation structures.

Planting trees for windbreaks or to improve
water quality.

Mitigating risk through production diversifi-
cation or resource conservation practices,
including soil erosion control, integrated
pest management, or transition to organic
farming.

Q. Is other assistance available
through AMA? ‘

A. NRCS has leadership for the conservation
provisions of AMA. USDA’s AMS is responsi-
ble for an organic certification cost-share pro-
gram and RMA is responsible for mitigation of
financial risk through an insurance cost-share
program.

Q. Is additional information available
on AMA?

A. NRCS or your local conservation district can
provide more information. Your USDA
Service Center is listed in the telephone book
under U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Information also is available on the Web at
www.nhq.nrcs.usda.gov/PROGRAMS/COD/
codindex.htm.

. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
rientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require altemative means for communication of program informa-
ille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD)

somplaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call

0-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Overview

The Conservation of Private Grazing Land
Program (CPGL) is a voluntary program that
helps owners and managers of private grazing
land address natural resource concerns while
enhancing the economic and social stability of
grazing land enterprises and the rural
communities that depend on them. CPGL is
reauthorized in the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill). The
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) manages the program.

CPGL is available in all 50 States, the District
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands of the United
States, American Samoa, and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.

Benefits

Grazing lands cover an immense area and
provide a diversity of ecological and economic
benefits to local residents and society in
general. Healthy grazing lands provide water
for urban and rural uses, livestock products,
flood protection, wildlife habitat, purification
of air, and carbon sequestration. These lands
also provide aesthetic value, open space, and
vital links in the enhancement of rural social
stability and economic vigor.

How CPGL Works

CPGL provides for technical assistance from
NRCS to owners and managers of private
grazing land to voluntarily conserve or
enhance their resources to meet ecological,
economic, and social demands. To receive
technical assistance, a landowner or manager

may contact the local NRCS or conservation
district office.

This assistance offers opportunities for:

¢ Maintaining and improving private grazing
land and its management;

¢ Implementing grazing land management
technologies;

¢ Protecting and improving the quality and
quantity of water;

¢ Maintaining and improving wildlife and fish
habitat;

¢ Enhancing recreational opportunities;

e Maintaining and improving the aesthetic
character of private grazing land,;

e Identifying opportunities and encouraging
diversification; and

¢ Encouraging the use of sustainable grazing
systems.

Requests for technical assistance through
CPGL are prioritized by NRCS and the local
conservation district to ensure that assistance
is provided in a fair and equitable manner.

This program does not include financial
assistance. However, financial assistance may
be provided through other Federal, State, and
local programs that address grazing land
resource concerns.

Eligibility
All owners and managers of private grazing

land are eligible to receive technical assistance
from NRCS.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



For More Information

If you need more information about CPGL,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/

7. X s
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ﬁ Visit USDA on the Web at:

)4 %“q http://www.usda.gov/farmbill

Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.

CPGL Fact Sheet
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Q.

What is the Conservation of Private
Grazing Land Program (CPGL)?

CPGL is a voluntary program that provides
technical assistance to owners and
managers of private grazing land.

Q. What is technical assistance?

Technical assistance is the information,
data, guidance, and other support provided
by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) staff. This information
helps individuals better understand the
ecological principals associated with
managing their land and implementing a
plan that meets the needs of the resources
(soil, water, air, plants, and animals) and
the management objectives of the
landowner or manager.

What does this assistance offer the
landowner or manager?

This program offers opportunities to
maintain and improve private grazing land
and its management, implement grazing
land management technologies, protect and
improve the quality and quantity of water,
maintain and improve wildlife and fish
habitat, enhance recreational opportunities,
maintain and improve the aesthetic
character of private grazing land, identify
opportunities and encourage
diversification, and encourage the use of
sustainable grazing systems.

Q. Is financial assistance or cost-share
available?

A. This program does not include financial or

cost-share assistance. However, financial

assistance may be provided by other

Federal, State, and local programs that

address grazing land resource concerns.

Who may request technical assistance?

A. Anyone who owns or operates grazing land
may request assistance.

How does one request technical
assistance?

To receive technical assistance, the
individual may contact NRCS or the local
conservation district.

For More Information

If you need more information about CPGL,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/

it s
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%) v Visit USDA on the Web at:
e http://www.usda.gov/farmbill

Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
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Urrited States Depariment of Agriculturs

\}RCS Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Conservation Security Program

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (The 2002 Act) (Pub. L. 107-171) amended the Food
Security Act of 1985 to authorize the Conservation Security Program (CSP). CSP is administered by USDA's
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). CSP is a voluntary program that provides financial and
technical assistance to promote the conservation and improvement of soil, water, air, energy, plant and
animal life, and other conservation purposes on Tribal and private working lands. Working lands include
cropland, grassland, prairie land, improved pasture, and range land, as well as forested land that is an
incidental part of an agriculture operation.

In keeping with principles outlined in the USDA publication, "Food and Agriculture Policy--Taking Stock for
the New Century", the Secretary's vision for CSP's unique role within USDA conservation programs is to:

o Identify and meaningfully reward those farmers and ranchers meeting the very highest standards of
conservation and environmental management on their operations;

e Create powerful incentives for other producers to meet those same standards of conservation
performance on their operations; and

e Provide public benefits for generations to come.

In short, CSP should reward the best and motivate the rest. The intent of CSP is to support ongoing
conservation stewardship of agricultural lands by providing assistance to producers to maintain and enhance
natural resources. The program is available in all 50 States, the Caribbean Area and the Pacific Basin area.
The program provides equitable access to benefits to all producers, regardless of size of operation, crops
produced, or geographic location.

“The intent of CSP is to support ongoing conservation stewardship of agricultural lands by providing
assistance to producers to maintain and enhance natural resources,” Knight said.

CSP has a unique role among USDA conservation programs. It identifies and rewards those farmers and
ranchers who meet the highest standards of conservation and environmental management on their
operations, creates powerful incentives for other producers to meet those same standards of conservation
performance on their operations, and provides public benefits for generations to come.

Program Information

These documents require Adobe Acrobat reader.

s Fact Sheet

% Questions and Answers
F=} Key Points
'~} Program Description

@ Conservation Security Program, Section 2001 of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of

2002 (Pub. L. 107-171)

e USDA News Release, Feb. 10, 2003

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/progran ' 10/29/2003
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Federal Register Notice, Advance Rulemaking, February 18, 2003
Federal Register Notice, Extension of Comment Period, March 21, 2003
CSP Quotes

CSP Training Information

NRCS Policy

Environmental Assessment and FONSI

NRCS Program Contact

Craig Derickson, 202-720-3524

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/prograr 10/29/2003
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Conservation Technical Assistance

The Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) program provides voluntary conservation technical assistance
to land-users, communities, units of state and local government, and other Federal agencies in planning and
implementing conservation systems. This assistance is for planning and implementing conservation practices
that address natural resource issues. It helps people voluntarily conserve, improve and sustain natural
resources.

Objectives of the program are to:

e Assist individual landusers, communities, conservation districts, and other units of State and local
government and Federal agencies to meet their goals for resource stewardship and assist individuals
to comply with State and local requirements. NRCS assistance to individuals is provided through
conservation districts in accordance with the memorandum of understanding signed by the Secretary
of Agriculture, the governor of the state, and the conservation district. Assistance is provided to land
users voluntarily applying conservation and to those who must comply with local or State laws and
regulations.

e Assist agricultural producers to comply with the highly erodible land (HEL) and wetland
(Swampbuster) provisions of the 1985 Food Security Act as amended by the Food, Agriculture,
Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 3801 et. seq.) and the Federal Agriculture
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 and wetlands requirements of Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act. NRCS makes HEL and wetland determinations and helps land users develop and implement
conservation plans to comply with the law.

e Provide technical assistance to participants in USDA cost-share and conservation incentive programs.
(Assistance is funded on a reimbursable basis from the CCC.)

e Collect, analyze, interpret, display, and disseminate information about the condition and trends of the
Nation’s soil and other natural resources so that people can make good decisions about resource use
and about public policies for resource conservation.

e Develop effective science-based technologies for natural resource assessment, management, and
conservation.

Technical assistance is for planning and implementing natural resource solutions to reduce erosion, improve
soil health, improve water quantity and quality, improve and conserve wetlands, enhance fish and wildlife
habitat, improve air quality, improve pasture and range health, reduce upstream flooding, improve
woodlands, and address other natural resource issues.

Farmbill Assistance

The conservation technical assistance base program, wholly
or in part, provides technical assistance for implementation
of the Highly Erodible land (HEL) and Wetland Provisions,
and many other programs authorized by the 1996 Farm Bill.
NRCS technical field staff makes HEL and wetland
determinations and assist land-users to develop and
implement conservation plans needed to ensure compliance
with the law.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/c - ' 11/20/2003
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Natural Resources Inventory

The CTA program supports the National Resources Inventory (NRI). The NRI is a statistically based survey to
assess conditions and trends of soil, water, and related resources on non-Federal lands in the United States.
USDA, other Federal agencies, State and local governments, and other organizations to support agricultural
and conservation policy development and program evaluation use this information.

Summary

The working relationships that landowners and communities have with their local NRCS staff are unique.
One-on-one help through flexible, voluntary programs occurs every day in local NRCS offices across the
country. It is the way NRCS does business, and it works. To obtain conservation technical assistance, contact
your local USDA-NRCS office. :

Additional Information

e Importance of Conservation Technical Assistance

e Farm Bill Conservation Provisions

Program Contacts

Walley Turner, National Program Manager, 202-720-1875

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ 11/20/2003
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Questions and Answers

What is the Emergency Watershed Protection Program?

The Emergency Watershed Protection Program -
(EWP) was set up by Congress to respond to
emergencies created by natural disasters. It is
designed to relieve imminent hazards to life

and property caused by floods, fires,
windstorms, and other natural occurrences.

The purpose of EWP is to help groups of people §
with a common problem. It is generally not an |
individual assistance program. All projects '
undertaken must be sponsored by a political
subdivision of the State, such as a city, county, :
general improvement district, or conservation
district. The United States Department of
Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation
Service is responsible for administering the

program. : Immediate work to restore river channels protects private
: property from further flood damage

Is financial assistance
available?

NRCS may bear up to 75 percent of the construction cost of emergency measures. The remaining 25 percent
must come from local sources and can be in the form of cash or in-kind services.

What are the criteria for assistance?

All EWP work must reduce threats to life and property. Furthermore, it must be economically and
environmentally defensible and sound from an engineering standpoint. EWP work must yield benefits to
more than one person. All work must represent the least expensive alternative.

Who is eligible?

Public and private landowners are eligible for
assistance but must be represented by a
project sponsor. The project sponsor must be a
public agency of state, county, or city
government, or a special district.

What does the sponsor have to
do? :

Sponsors are responsible for providing
landrights to do repair work and securing the

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/« ' 11/20/2003
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necessary permits. Sponsors are also
responsible for furnishing the local cost share
and for accomplishing the installation of work.
The work can be done either through federal or
local contracts.

What kind of work can be
done?

EWP work is not limited to any one set of
prescribed measures. A case by case
investigation of the needed work is made by
NRCS. EWP work can include: removing debris
from stream channels, road culverts, and :

bridges; reshaping and protecting eroded A tri t;! s N | ;th ina flood water t

. . . e constricted river channel caused the raging flood water to
banks; correcting damaged drainage facilities; find a new path, carving a gorge under this house and carrying
repairing levees and structures; reseeding : away another house just downstream

damaged areas; and purchasing floodplain
easements.

e A

What can't EWP do?

EWP funds cannot be used to solve problems
that existed before the disaster or to improve
the level of protection above that which existed :
prior to the disaster. EWP cannot fund
operation and maintenance work, or repair
private or public transportation facilities or
utilities. EWP work cannot adversely affect
downstream water rights, and EWP funds
cannot be used to install measures not
essential to the reduction of hazards. In
addition, EWP funds cannot be used to perform
work on measures installed by another federal
agency.

High water deposits debris and sediment on bridges and can

H dol t ist - damage their foundations
OwW ado 1 get assistance!

If you feel your area has suffered severe damage and may qualify under the EWP program, you are
encouraged to contact your local general improvement district or county supervisor to request assistance.
City and county governments, general improvement districts, and conservation districts are the most
common sponsors of EWP projects. The sponsor’s application should be in the form of a letter signed by an
official of the sponsoring organization. The letter should include information on the nature, location, and
scope of the problem for which assistance is requested. Information is available from NRCS offices to explain
the eligibility requirements for the EWP program. Send applications for assistance to your local USDA Service
Center or NRCS Field Office or your NRCS State Office.

All applications must be submitted within 10 days of the disaster for exigency situations and
within 60 days of the disaster for nonexigency situations.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ew 11/20/2003
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The Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program that
provides assistance to farmers and ranchers
who face threats to soil, water, air, and related

natural resources on their land. Through EQIP,

the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) provides assistance to agricultural
producers in a manner that will promote
agricultural production and environmental
quality as compatible goals, optimize
environmental benefits, and help farmers and
ranchers meet Federal, State, Tribal, and local
environmental requirements.

EQIP is reauthorized in the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill).
Funding for EQIP comes from the Commodity
Credit Corporation.

Benefits

Since EQIP began in 1997, USDA has entered
into 117,625 contracts, enrolled more than
51.5 million acres into the program, and
obligated nearly $1.08 billion to help
producers advance stewardship on working
agricultural land. These efforts have
concentrated on improving water quality,
conserving both ground and surface water,
reducing soil erosion from cropland and
forestland, and improving rangeland. EQIP
also was used to improve riparian and aquatic
areas, improve air quality, and address wildlife
issues. The increased funding for EQIP in the
2002 Farm Bill greatly expands program
availability for optimizing environmental
benefits.

The objective of EQIP, optimize
environmental benefits, is achieved through a
process that begins with the definition of
National priorities. The National priorities are:

¢ Reduction of nonpoint source pollution,
such as nutrients, sediment, pesticides, or
excess salinity in impaired watersheds,
consistent with TMDLs where available, as
well as reduction of groundwater
contamination and conservation of ground
and surface water resources;

e Reduction of emissions, such as particulate
matter, nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile
organic compounds, and ozone precursors
and depleters that contribute to air quality
impairment violations of National Ambient
Air Quality Standards;

e Reduction in so_il erosion and sedimentation
from unacceptable levels on agricultural
land; and

e Promotion of at-risk species habitat
conservation.

These priorities are used by the Chief of
NRCS to allocate available EQIP funds to
State conservationists. The State
conservationist, with advice from the State
Technical Committee, then identifies the
priority natural resource concerns in the State
that will be used to help guide which
applicants are awarded EQIP assistance. After
identifying the priority natural resource
concerns, the State conservationist, with

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



advice from the State Technical Committee,
decides how funds will be allocated, what
practices will be offered, what the cost-share
rates will be, the ranking process used to
prioritize contracts, and which of these
authorities will be delegated to local level. The
local designated conservationist, with the
advice of local work groups, adapts the State
program to the local conditions. As a result,
EQIP can be different between states and even
between counties.

The selection of eligible conservation practices
and the development of a ranking process to
evaluate applications are the final steps in the
optimization process. Applications will be
ranked based on a number of factors, including
the environmental benefits and cost
effectiveness of the proposal.

More information regarding state and local
EQIP implementation can be found at
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/EQIP
_signup/2003%20EQIP%20Signup/2003_EQI
P.html

Eligibility

Persons engaged in livestock or agricultural
production are eligible for the program.
Eligible land includes cropland, rangeland,
pasture, private non-industrial forest land, and
other farm or ranch lands. Persons interested in
entering into a cost-share agreement with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for
EQIP assistance may file an application at any
time. To be eligible to participate, applicants
must:

e Be an agricultural producer;

e Be in compliance with the highly erodible
land and wetland conservation provisions of
the 1985 Farm Bill;

¢ Provide the Social Security number of all

individuals who will benefit from the
assistance; and

EQIP Fact Sheet

e Develop an EQIP plan of operations,
including:
+ The participant’s specific conservation
and environmental objectives to be
achieved;

+ One or more conservation practices in the
conservation management system to be
implemented to achieve the conservation
and environmental objectives; and

« The schedule for implementing the
conservation practices.

If an EQIP plan of operations includes an
animal waste storage or treatment facility, the
participant must provide for the development
and implementation of a comprehensive
nutrient management plan.

NRCS works with the participant to develop
the EQIP plan of operations. This plan
becomes the basis of the cost-share agreement
between NRCS and the participant. NRCS
provides cost-share payments to landowners
under these agreements that can be up to 10
years in duration.

The 2002 Farm Bill limits the total amount of
cost-share and incentive payments paid to an
individual or entity to an aggregate of
$450,000, directly or indirectly, for all
contracts entered into during fiscal years 2002
through 2007. American Indians, Alaska
Natives, and Pacific Islanders may use
alternative unique identification numbers for
each individual eligible for payment.

The Adjusted Gross Income provision of the
2002 Farm Bill impacts eligibility for EQIP
and several other 2002 Farm Bill programs.
Individuals or entities that have an average
adjusted gross income exceeding $2.5 million
for the three tax years immediately preceding
the year the contract is approved are not
eligible to receive program benefits or
payments. However, an exemption is provided
in cases where 75 percent of the adjusted gross
income is derived from farming, ranching, or



forestry operations. The final rule for this
provision has not yet been published.

Practice Payments

Cost-sharing may pay up to 75 percent of the
costs of certain conservation practices, such as
grassed waterways, filter strips, manure
management facilities, capping abandoned
wells, and other practices important to
improving and maintaining the health of
natural resources in the area. The EQIP cost-
share rates for limited resource producers and
beginning farmers and ranchers may be up to
90 percent. USDA has established a self-
determination tool for applicants to determine
eligibility as a limited resource producer. The
tool can be found at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/smlfarmer
/tool.asp

Incentive payments may be made to encourage
a producer to perform land management
practices, such as nutrient management,
manure management, integrated pest
management, irrigation water management,
and wildlife habitat management. These
payments may be provided for up to three
years to encourage producers to carry out
management practices that they otherwise
might not implement.

EQIP Fact Sheet

How to Apply for EQIP ‘
Applications may be obtained and filed at any
time with your local USDA Service Center or
conservation district office. Applications also
may be obtained through USDA’s e-gov Web
site at: http://www.sc.egov.usda.gov. Enter
Natural Resources Conservation Service in the
Agency field, Environmental Quality
Incentives Program in the Program Name
field, and CCC-1200 in the Form Number
field. Applications also may be accepted by
cooperating conservation partners approved or
designated by NRCS.

Applications are accepted through a
continuous sign-up process. The local decision
makers periodically will announce a ranking
date when applications received will be
ranked.

For More Information

If you need more information about EQIP,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/

x»%**«x '
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e I, Visit USDA on the Web at:
°eﬁmﬁ'@‘ http://www.usda.gov/farmbill

Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.
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Q.

A.

What is the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP)?

The Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), reauthorized in the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002
(Farm Bill), is a voluntary USDA
conservation program for farmers and
ranchers to treat identified soil, air, water,
and related natural resource concerns on
eligible land. It provides technical and
financial assistance to eligible producers.

Q. Has the EQIP rule been finalized?

A. OMB approved the final EQIP rule on May

14, 2003. A copy of the rule can be found
on the NRCS Web site at: http://www.nrcs.
usda.gov/programs/eqip

. What are the primary changes to EQIP

in the 2002 Farm Bill that have been
included in the final EQIP rule?

A. The primary changes are:

e Producers can receive payments in the
same year the contract is approved.

o Applications will be evaluated for
funding based on a locally developed
procedure to optimize environmental
benefits. '

e The “bid-down” provision to improve

chances for being awarded a contract has

been eliminated.

e The minimum length of an EQIP
contract has been reduced to one year
after the implementation of all practices.

o Although the maximum cost-share rate
remains at 75 percent, limited resource
producers and beginning farmers and
ranchers may be eligible for up to 90
percent cost-share.

e Livestock operations are eligible to
receive cost-share payments for waste
storage facilities. Contracts which
contain animal waste storage or
treatment facilities require that the
participant develop and implement a
comprehensive nutrient. management
plan.

e Conservation Priority Areas are no
longer used to implement EQIP

e The aggregate total cost-share and
incentive payments that each individual
or entity can receive, directly or
indirectly, is $450,000 over the life of
the 2002 Farm Bill, regardless of the
number of farms or contracts.

e Starting in fiscal year 2003, no
individual or entity may receive EQIP
payments in any crop year in which the
individual or entity’s average adjusted
gross income for the preceding three
years exceeds $2.5 million. However, an
exemption is provided in cases where 75
percent of the adjusted gross income is
derived from farming, ranching, or
forestry operations. The final rule for
this provision has not yet been
published.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Q. What other provisions are included in

the final EQIP rule?

A. Other changes are:

e NRCS has established the following
National priorities to assist in the
selection of producers to receive EQIP
assistance:

1. Reduction of nonpoint source
pollution, such as nutrients,
sediment, pesticides, or excess
salinity in impaired watersheds
consistent with Total Maximum
Daily Loads (TMDLs) where
available, as well as reduction of
groundwater contamination and

conservation of ground and surface

water resources,

2. Reduction of emissions, such as
particulate matter, nitrogen oxides
(NOx), volatile organic
compounds, and ozone precursors
and depleters that contribute to air
quality impairment violations of
National Ambient Air Quality
Standards;

3. Reduction in soil erosion and
sedimentation from unacceptable
levels on agricultural land; and

4. Promotion of at-risk species habitat

conservation.

¢ The approving authority for EQIP
contracts will be the State
conservationist or designee, except the
approving authority for any EQIP
contract greater than $100,000 is the
NRCS regional conservationist.

e Practice cost lists that include any

structural practice with a greater than 50

percent cost-share rate are to be
approved by the State conservationist
with concurrence of the regional
conservationist.

EQIP Questions and Answers

Q.

A.

e To be eligible to participate, all
individuals applying, either alone or as
part of a joint operation, must provide a
social security number and entities
must provide the social security
numbers of all beneficiaries. Where
applicable; American Indians, Alaska
Natives, and Pacific Islanders may use
another identification number that is
unique for each individual eligible for
payment. This information is required

“to track aggregated payments.

. Applications are not given special
consideration, regardless of the size of
the operation.

e EQIP contracts will be limited to a
maximum of $450,000.

e Only land that has been irrigated for
two of the last five years prior to
application for assistance will be
eligible for cost-share or incentive
payments for irrigation related
structural and land management
practices.

e The term “cost-effectiveness” has been
clarified and can be interpreted two
ways: 1) Greater environmental
benefits for the same cost, or 2)
providing EQIP assistance for the
least-cost alternative. The first will be
accomplished by the ranking processes
developed by State and local decision
makers. For the second, NRCS will
provide assistance to implement the
least-cost alternative that would
achieve the desired resource benefits.
Participants may choose to adopt more
costly alternatives, but they would have
to bear the additional costs.

Where is EQIP available?

The program is available in every State,
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Pacific
Basin territories of Guam, Northern
Mariana Islands, and American Samoa.



Q.

A.

Does EQIP target financial resources to
Conservation Priority Areas?

No. EQIP is used to address natural
resource concerns in areas associated with
agricultural production. The legislative
requirement for Conservation Priority
Areas has been removed.

Are large confined livestock operations
eligible for financial assistance?

Yes. Contracts which contain a waste
management facility require development
and implementation of a comprehensive
nutrient management plan.

Q. What is'the State Technical Committee?

A. The State Technical Committee is an entity

authorized under law to provide advice to
the NRCS State conservationist on
implementation of conservation programs
authorized and reauthorized in the 2002
Farm Bill. The membership of the State
Technical Committee includes
representatives of Federal, State, and local
governmental agencies; Tribes; non-
government organizations; conservation
districts; business; agricultural producers;
and individuals interested in natural
resource conservation with expertise in
soil, water, wetland, and wildlife
management.

Who serves on the local work groups?

A. Local work groups, convened by the

conservation district, include
representatives from the conservation
district board; NRCS; Farm Service
Agency (FSA) county committees and
staff; Cooperative State Research,
Education and Extension Service; other
Federal, State, and local agencies; and
Tribes interested in natural resource
conservation with expertise in soil, water,

EQIP Questions and Answers

A.

wetland, and wildlife management. The
Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA)
limits membership to local work groups to
representatives of State and local
governments and subdivisions thereof.

. Who is eligible for EQIP?

Producers who are engaged in crop or
livestock production on eligible land are
eligible for the program. Eligible land
includes cropland, rangeland, pasture,
private non-industrial forestland, and other
farm or ranch lands, as determined by the
Secretary of Agriculture.

. What level of cost-sharing is available?

Through EQIP, producers may receive
cost-share payments for up to 75 percent of
the costs of structural conservation
practices and may receive incentive
payments for land management
conservation practices important to
improving and maintaining the health of
natural resources in the area. Limited
resource producers and beginning farmers
and ranchers may be eligible for up to 90
percent cost-sharing. Actual cost-share
rates and incentive payments will be
determined at the State and local level.
Practice cost lists that include any
structural practice with a greater than 50
percent cost share-rate are to be approved
by the State conservationist with
concurrence of the regional
conservationist.

Q. What are incentive payments?

A. Incentive payments provide financial

assistance to encourage producers to adopt
land management practices, such as
nutrient management, manure
management, integrated pest management,
irrigation water management, and wildlife
habitat enhancement, and to develop
comprehensive nutrient management plans.



Q. Who are limited resource producers?

A. A limited resource producer/rancher is:

(1) A person with direct or indirect gross
farm sales of not more than $100,000
in each of the previous two years (to be
increased starting in FY-2004 to adjust
for inflation using the Prices Paid by
Farmer Index as compiled by the
National Agriculture Statistics Service;
and

(2) Has a total household income at or
below the National poverty level for a
family of four, or less than 50 percent
of county median household income in
each of the previous two years (to be
determined annually using Commerce
Department data).

A limited resource producer/rancher self
determination tool is available on the Web
at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
tool_noname.asp

. Who are beginning farmers and
ranchers?

. The basic criterion for a beginning farmer
or rancher is an individual or entity who
has operated a farm or a ranch for not more
than ten years. Contact your local USDA
Service Center for additional information.

Q. How are applications selected?

A. Applications are ranked according to

criteria developed at the State or local

level. Ranking criteria for your area can be
found online at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs/eqip/EQIP_signup/2003%20EQI
P%20Signup/2003_EQIP.html :

. What conservation practices are eligible
for financial assistance?

. The State conservationist, with advice of
the State Technical Committee, identifies
which conservation practices are eligible.

EQIP Questions and Answers -

Local work groups assist in identifying
practices to treat the locally identified
resource concerns. All practices must be
implemented in conformance to NRCS
standards and specifications.

: Does the locally led process allow the

State conservationist to give special
consideration to issues that are not
National priorities?

: Yes, where the resource concerns warrant,

the State conservationist may give special
consideration to practices related to
residue, pest, invasive species, and air
quality management.

. What kind of plan does a producer need

for EQIP?

. All EQIP activities must be carried out

according to an EQIP plan of operations
for the practice(s) to be implemented.
These plans are site specific for each farm
or ranch and may be developed by.
producers or with help from NRCS or
other certified technical service providers.

“EQIP plans of operation are developed in

conjunction with the producer and address
the producer’s objectives and the identified
natural resource concerns. All plans are
subject to NRCS technical standards
adapted for local conditions and are
approved by the conservation district.

Q. What is the length of an EQIP contract?

A. The 2002 Farm Bill establishes that EQIP

contracts will be for a maximum of 10
years and a minimum that ends one year
after the practices have been implemented.

. Are lands under a Conservation Reserve

Program (CRP) contract eligible for
EQIP funding?

. They are not eligible during the term of the

CRP confract.



Q. How do producers apply for the
program?

A. Producers may obtain EQIP applications at
any USDA Service Center. Applications
are accepted continuously throughout the
year. Applications for EQIP funding will
be evaluated periodically.

Q. What are my chances of getting an
EQIP contract?

A. The EQIP program has been over-
subscribed since it was first authorized in
1997. Even with the increased funding,
application numbers from the States
indicate that about one out of every six
applications can be awarded EQIP
assistance.

Q. How is EQIP funded?

A. Funding comes from the Commodity
Credit Corporation. EQIP's authorized
budget of $6.1 billion over 6 years starts
with $400 million in fiscal year 2002 and
increases to $1.3 billion in fiscal year
2006.

Q. Does EQIP contain any other new
provisions?

A. Yes. The 2002 Farm Bill added two
aspects to EQIP; Conservation Innovation
Grants and Ground and Surface Water

- Conservation. '

Q. What are Conservation Innovation
Grants?

A. Starting in 2003, Conservation Innovation
Grants are awarded on a competitive basis
to leverage federal investment, stimulate
innovative approaches, and accelerate
technology transfer. These grants cannot
exceed 50 percent of the cost of the
project.

EQIP Questions and Answers

Q. What is the Ground and Surface Water
Conservation provision?

A. Ground and Surface Water Conservation
(GSWC) provides cost-share and incentive
payments to producers where the
assistance will result in a net savings in
ground or surface water resources in the
agricultural operation of the producer.
GSWC provides $45 million for fiscal year
2003. An additional $50 million has been
approved for the Klamath Basin in
California and Oregon for the life of the
2002 Farm Bill.

Q. How is “agricultural operation”
defined?

A. An agricultural operation is defined as a
parcel or parcels of land (contiguous or
non-contiguous) with a cohesive
management unit for agricultural purposes,
located in the county or counties in which
the principle dwelling is situated or, if no
dwelling is present, in the county in which
the main portion of the land is located.

For More Information

If you need more information about WHIP,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/
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Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.
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Overview

The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program (FRPP) is a voluntary program that
helps farmers and ranchers keep their land in
agriculture. The program provides matching
funds to State, Tribal, or local governments
and non-governmental organizations with
existing farm and ranch land protection
programs to purchase conservation easements.
FRPP is reauthorized in the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill). The
U.S. Department of Agriculture s (USDA)
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) manages the program.

Benefits/Accomplishments
Through 2002, more than 170,000 acres have
been protected in 35 states.

How FRPP Works

USDA works through State, Tribal, and local
governments and non-governmental
organizations to conduct the FRPP. These
entities acquire conservation easements from
landowners. Participating landowners agree
not to convert their land to non-agricultural
uses and to develop and implement a
conservation plan for any highly erodible land.
All highly erodible lands enrolled must have a
conservation plan developed based on the
standards in the NRCS Field Office Technical
Guide and approved by the local conservation
district. Landowners retain all rights to use the
property for agriculture.

To participate, a landowner submits an
application to an entity a State, Tribal, or
local government or a non-governmental
organization that has an existing farm or
ranch land protection program. The NRCS

State conservationist, with advice from the
State Technical Committee, awards funds to
qualified entities to purchase perpetual
conservation easements.

Eligibility

To qualify for FRPP, the land offered must be

part or all of a farm or ranch and must:

¢ Contain prime, unique, or other productive
soil or historical or archaeological resources;

" o Be included in a pending offer from a State,

Tribal, or local government or non-
governmental organization s farmland
protection program;

¢ Be privately owned;

e Be covered by a conservation plan for any
highly erodible land;

e Be large enough to sustain agricultural
production;

e Be accessible to markets for what the land
produces;

e Be surrounded by parcels of land that can
support long-term agricultural production;
and

e Be owned by an individual or entity that
does not exceed the Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) limitation.

The AGI provision of the 2002 Farm Bill
impacts eligibility for FRPP and several other
2002 Farm Bill programs. Individuals or
entities that have an average AGI exceeding
$2.5 million for the three tax years
immediately preceding the year the contract is
approved are not eligible to receive program
benefits or payments. However, an exemption
is provided in cases where 75 percent of the

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
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AGI is derived from farming, ranching, or
forestry operations. The final rule for this
provision has not yet been published.

If the land cannot be converted to non-
agricultural uses because of existing deed
restrictions or other legal constraints, it is
ineligible for FRPP.

Funding

FRPP is funded through the Commodity Credit
Corporation. The FRPP share of the easement
cost must not exceed 50 percent of the
appraised fair market value of the conservation
easement. As part of its share of the cost of
purchasing a conservation easement, a State,
Tribal, or local government or non-
governmental organization may include a
charitable donation by the landowner of up to
25 percent of the appraised fair market value
of the conservation easement. A cooperating
entity must provide, in cash, 25 percent of the
appraised fair market value of the conservation
easement or 50 percent of the purchase price.

FRPP Fact Sheet

page 2

For More Information

If you need more information about FRPP,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/
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Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.
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Q: What is the Farm and Ranch Lands

A.

Protection Program (FRPP)?

FRPP is a voluntary Federal program that
helps farmers and ranchers keep their land
in agriculture. The program provides
matching funds to State, Tribal, and local
governments and non-governmental
organizations with existing farm and ranch
land protection programs to purchase
conservation easements. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is
designated as the lead agency in

- implementing this program.

. What are the major changes to FRPP in

the 2002 Farm Bill?

The Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (Farm Bill) expands the
program beyond state and local
governments to include non-governmental
organizations as eligible entities. It also
makes farm and ranch land containing
historical and archaeological sites eligible.
The 2002 Farm Bill also allows a State,
Tribal, or local government or non-
governmental organization to supplement
its share of the easement cost through a
landowner s donation.

What is a conservation easement?

;A conservation easement is an interest in

land, as defined and delineated in a deed,
whereby the landowner conveys specific
rights, title, and interests in a property to a
State, Tribal, or local government or non-
governmental organization. The landowner
retains those rights, title, and interests in

the property which are specifically
reserved to the landowner in the easement
deed, such as the right to farm.

. What is a purchase of agricultural

conservation easement (PACE)
program?

. A PACE program, sometimes referred to

as a purchase of development rights
program, is a voluntary farmland
protection program that compensates
landowners for voluntarily limiting future
development of their land for non-
agricultural uses. PACE programs, which
are generally operated by Federal, State,
and local governments or non-
governmental organizations, enable
landowners to sell development rights on
their land to a government agency or non-
governmental organization, such as a land
trust, while retaining full ownership.

. How does a landowner participate in

FRPP?

. A landowner submits an application to an

entity a State, Tribal, or local

government or a non-governmental
organization that has an existing farm or
ranch land protection program. In
exchange for payment, participating
landowners agree not to convert their land
to non-agricultural uses and to develop and
implement a conservation plan for any
highly erodible land. The NRCS State
conservationist, with advice from the State
Technical Committee, awards funds to
qualified entities to conduct their farm and
ranch land protection programs. These

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
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entities acquire perpetual conservation
easements from landowners.

How is the value of a conservation
easement determined?

The value of a conservation easement
usually is determined through a
professional appraisal. A qualified
appraiser assesses the difference between
the fair market value of the property, often
using comparable sales, and its restricted
value under the easement.

. What restrictions are found in a typical

easement?

The easements generally restrict non-farm
development and subdivisions. Some farm-
related housing may be allowed.
Generally, there are few restrictions on
improvements and construction related to
the farming operation. The easements
become part of the land deed and are
recorded in the local land records.

. Are all agricultural conservation

easements the same?

The basic purpose and structure of all
agricultural conservation easements are the
same. However, each easement is tailored
to the specific farm being protected. Exact
language in the easement may reflect
future expansion plans of the landowners,
including the needs of their heirs.

How do the easements affect other
rights of ownership?

The landowner controls the land and use of
the land according to the agricultural
conservation easement. The land still is
owned by the landowner and can be
transferred, deeded, or sold, just as any
other property. The easement does not
require any provisions for public access,
unless such access was negotiated as part
of the easement purchase transaction.

FRPP Questions and Answers

. Does a conservation easement affect a

farmer s ability to borrow money?

. A farm loan usually is based on the ability

of the farm operation to carry the loan.
Therefore, a conservation easement, which
only affects non-farm development
activities, not the farm operation, should
not have a bearing on the farmer s ability
to borrow operating funds. If a lending
institution holds a lien on a property, it
must review the sale of the conservation
easement just as it would need to approve
any transaction on the property.

. What are the local property tax

implications of protecting farmland with -
conservation easements?

. Because the landowner still owns the

property, he or she still is responsible for
paying any associated property taxes.
Since many states have programs that tax
farmland based on its use or farm value,
the net effect of the easement on local
property tax revenues is little to none.

. How are the proceeds from the sale of a

conservation easement treated for tax
purposes?

. The easement sale proceeds are treated as

any other capital gain for Federal, State,
and local income tax purposes. Some State
or local programs have provisions that
allow for installment purchases or have
used securable tax-exempt bonds as a
method of payment.

. What is the role of the Federal, State,

Tribal, and local governments and non-
governmental organizations?

. Cooperating governmental or non-

governmental organizations process the
easement acquisition, hold, manage, and
enforce easements. A Federal contingent
right interest in the property must be
incorporated in each easement deed to



protect the Federal investment if the
cooperating entity terminates, defaults, or
divests itself from the easement.

Q. How much is a State, Tribal, or local
government or non-governmental
organization required to contribute?

A. The NRCS share of the conservation
easement cannot exceed 50 percent of the
appraised fair market value. As part of its
share of the cost of purchasing a
conservation easement, a cooperating
entity may include a charitable donation by
the landowner not to exceed 25 percent of
the appraised fair market value of the
conservation easement. The cooperating
entity shall provide, in cash, 25 percent of
the appraised fair market value or 50
percent of the purchase price.

Q. Could the Adjusted Gross Income
provision of the 2002 Farm Bill impact
my participation in FRPP?

A. Yes, if you are an individual or entity that
has an average adjusted gross income
exceeding $2.5 million for the three tax
years immediately preceding the
application year, you are not eligible to
receive program benefits or payments.
However, an exemption is provided in
cases where 75 percent of the adjusted
gross income is derived from farming,
ranching, or forestry operations. The final
rule for this provision has not yet been
published.

FRPP Questions and Answers

For More Information

If you need more information about FRPP,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/
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Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.
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Forestry Incentives Program Fact Sheet
Introduction

The 1996 Farm Bill extends the Forestry Incentives Program (FIP), which was originally authorized in 1978
to share up to 65 percent of the costs of tree planting, timber stand improvements, and related practices on
nonindustrial private forest lands. FIP's forest maintenance and reforestation provide numerous natural
resource benefits, including reduced wind and soil erosion and enhanced water quality and wildlife habitat as
well as helping to assure a reliable future supply of timber. Improving timber stands, which help to
sequester greenhouse gases, also contributes to the President's Climate Change initiative. FIP is
administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) and Forest Service.

Program Availability

FIP is a nationwide program available in counties designated on the basis of a Forest Service survey of total
eligible private timber acreage that is potentially suitable for production of timber products. Federal cost-
share money is availablewith a limit of $10,000 per person per year with the stipulation that no more than
65 percent of the cost may be paid. To find out if your county participates in FIP, check with your local USDA
office, State forester, conservation district, or Cooperative Extension office.

FIP-Preparing To Meet the Demand

FIP is intended to assure the Nation's ability to meet future demand for sawtimber, pulpwood, and quality
hardwoods by planting more trees and placing more forest land under good forest management. FIP's cost
sharing for these measures helps eligible private landowners, whose small parcels represent the majority of
the Nation's forest lands.

To be eligible for cost-share assistance under FIP, a landowner must:

e Own no more than 1,000 acres of eligible forest land. In the public interest, the Secretary of
Agriculture can grant an exception for larger acreages;

e Be a private landowner of a nonindustrial forest. Individuals, groups, associations, or corporations
whose stocks are not publicly traded may be eligible for FIP provided they are not primarily engaged
in the business of manufacturing forest products or providing public utility services;

e Have land that is suitable for conversion from nonforest land into forest land (afforestation); for
reforestation; or for improved forest management; and

e Have land that is capable of producing marketable timber crops and meets minimum productivity
standards established for FIP.

Available practices under FIP are:
e Tree planting;

e Improving a stand of forest trees; and
e Site preparation for natural regeneration.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs 11/20/2003
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The State forester provides technical advice in developing a forest management plan and helps find
approved vendors, if needed, for completing the FIP work. In addition, the State forestry agency must certify
that the project has been completed satisfactorily before cost-share payments can be made.

For More Information

Additional information is available from NRCS, Forest Service, FSA, the Cooperative Extension Service, State
forestry agencies, or your local conservation district. Your Jocal USDA Service Center is listed in the
telephone book under U.S. Department of Agriculture.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fir 11/20/2003
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Forestry Incentives Program Questions and Answers

Forestry Incentives Program Fact Sheet

Introduction

On May 13, 2002, the 2002 Farm Bill repealed the Forestry Incentives Program (FIP), which was originally
authorized in 1978 to share up to 65 percent of the costs of tree planting, timber stand improvements, and
related practices on non-industrial private forest lands. Funds remaining on May 13, 2002 will be exhausted
through FIP closeout, using pre-repeal program provisions. FIP's forest maintenance and reforestation
provide numerous natural resource benefits, including reduced wind and soil erosion and enhanced water
quality and wildlife habitat as well as helping to assure a reliable future supply of timber. Improving timber
stands, which help to sequester greenhouse gases, also contributes to the President's Climate Change
initiative. FIP is administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Forest Service.

Program Availability

FIP is a nationwide program available in counties designated on the basis of a Forest Service survey of
total eligible private timber acreage that is potentially suitable for production of timber products. Federal
cost-share money is available with a limit of $10,000 per person per year with the stipulation that no
more than 65 percent of the cost may be paid. To find out if your county participates in FIP, check with
your local USDA office, State forester, conservation district, or Cooperative Extension office.

FIP-Preparing To Meet the Demand

FIP is intended to assure the Nation's ability to meet future demand for sawtimber, pulpwood, and quality
hardwoods by planting more trees and placing more forest land under good forest management. FIP's cost
sharing for these measures helps eligible private landowners, whose small parcels represent the majority
of the Nation's forest lands.

To be eligible for cost-share assistance under FIP, a landowner must:

e Own no more than 1,000 acres of eligible forest land. In the public interest, the Secretary of

Agriculture can grant an exception for larger acreages;

e Be a private landowner of a non-industrial forest. Individuals, groups, associations, or corporations
whose stocks are not publicly traded may be eligible for FIP provided they are not primarily
engaged in the business of manufacturing forest products or providing public utility services;

e Have land that is suitable for conversion from nonforest land into forest land (afforestation); for

reforestation; or for improved forest management; and

e Have land that is capable of producing marketable timber crops and meets minimum productivity

standards established for FIP.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fi . 11/20/2003
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Available practices under FIP are:

e Tree planting;
e Improving a stand of forest trees; and

e Site preparation for natural regeneration.

The State forester provides technical advice in developing a forest management plan and helps find
approved vendors, if needed, for completing the FIP work. In addition, the State forestry agency must
certify that the project has been completed satisfactorily before cost-share payments can be made.

For More Information
Additional information is available from NRCS, Forest Service, FSA, the Cooperative Extension Service,

State forestry agencies, or your local conservation district. Your local USDA Service Center is listed in the
telephone book under U.S. Department of Agriculture.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/program 11/20/2003
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Overview

The Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is a
voluntary program that helps landowners and
operators restore and protect grassland,
including rangeland, and pastureland, and
certain other lands, while maintaining the
areas as grazing lands. The program
emphasizes support for grazing operations,
plant and animal biodiversity, and grassland
and land containing shrubs and forbs under the
greatest threat of conversion.

GRP is authorized by the Food Security Act of
1985, as amended by the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002. The USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) and USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA) administer the program, in cooperation
with the USDA Forest Service. Funding for

- the GRP comes from the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC).

Benefits

Restoring and protecting grasslands
contributes positively to the economy of many
regions, provides biodiversity of plant and
animal populations, and improves
environmental quality.

How GRP Works

Applications may be filed for an easement or
rental agreement with NRCS or FSA at any
time. Participants voluntarily limit future use
of the land while retaining the right to conduct
common grazing practices; produce hay, mow,
or harvest for seed production (subject to
certain restrictions during the nesting season of
bird species that are in significant decline or
those that are protected under Federal or State
law); conduct fire rehabilitation; and construct
firebreaks and fences.

The program offers several enrollment
options:

Permanent Easement. This is a conservation
easement in perpetuity. Easement payments
for this option equal the fair market value, less
the grazing value of the land encumbered by
the easement. These values will be determined
using an appraisal.

Thirty-year Easement. USDA will provide an
easement payment equal to 30 percent of the
fair market value of the land, less the grazing
value of the land for the period during which
the land is encumbered by the easement.

For both easement options, USDA. will
provide ALL administrative costs associated
with recording the easement, including
appraisal fees, survey costs, title insurance,
and recording fees. Easement payments may
be provided, at the participant’s request, in
lump sum or annual payments (equal or
unequal amounts) for up to 10 years.

Rental Agreement. Participants may choose a
10-year, 15-year, 20-year, or 30-year contract.
USDA will provide annual payments in an
amount that is not more than 75 percent of the
grazing value of the land covered by the
agreement for the life of the agreement.
Payments will be disbursed on the agreement
anniversary date each year.

Restoration agreement. If restoration is
determined necessary by NRCS, a restoration
agreement will be incorporated within the
rental agreement or easement. CCC will
provide up to 90 percent of the restoration
costs on lands that have never been cultivated,

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



and up to 75 percent of the cost on restored
grasslands. Participants will be paid upon
certification of the completion of the approved
practice(s) by NRCS or an approved third
party. Participants may contribute to the
application of a cost-share practice through in-
kind contributions.

Eligibility

Landowners who can provide clear title are
eligible to participate for either easement
option. Landowners and others who have
general control of the acreage may submit an
application for a rental agreement.

There is no national maximum limitation on
the amount of land that may be offered for the
program. However, there is a minimum
requirement established in law. Offers for
enrollment must contain at least 40 contiguous
acres, unless special circumstances exist to
accept a lesser amount. These special
circumstances are determined by the NRCS
State Conservationist.

The Adjusted Gross Income provision of the
2002 Farm Bill impacts eligibility for GRP
and several other 2002 Farm Bill programs.
Individuals or entities that have an average

_adjusted gross income exceeding $2.5 million
for the three tax years immediately preceding
the year the contract is approved are not
eligible to receive program benefits or
payments. However, an exemption is provided
in cases where 75 percent of the adjusted gross
income is derived from farming, ranching, or
forestry operations.

GRP Fact Sheet

Eligible land includes grassland or land that
contains forbs or shrubs (including improved
rangeland and pastureland); and grassland or
land that is located in an area that historically
has been dominated by grassland, forbs, and
shrubs and has potential to provide habitat for
animal or plant populations of significant
ecological value if the land is retained in its
current use or restored to a natural condition.
Incidental lands may be included to allow for
the efficient administration of an agreement or
easement.

For More Information

If you need more information about GRP,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/ and http://www fsa.usda.gov/dafp/GRP/
defaultl.htm
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3 !+ Visit USDA on the Web at:.
- J http:/fwww.usda.gov/farmbill

Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.
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Q. What is the Grassland Reserve

A.

Program?

The Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is
a voluntary program that helps landowners
and operators restore and protect grassland,
including rangeland and pastureland, and
certain other lands, while maintaining the
areas as grazing lands. The program
emphasizes support for grazing operations,
plant and animal biodiversity, and
grassland and land containing shrubs and
forbs under the greatest threat of
conversion. The program is administered
by USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Farm
Service Agency (FSA), in cooperation with
the USDA Forest Service.

Q. What are the goals of the program?

The program goals are to help conserve
and protect two million acres of restored or
improved grassland, rangeland, and
pastureland by purchasing easements,
entering into long-term rental agreements,
and providing technical and financial
assistance to participants for restoring the
functions and values of grasslands and
shrub lands:

What land is eligible?

GRP is available on private lands
including: 1) Grassland or land that
contains forbs or shrubs (including
improved rangeland and pastureland); and
2) grassland or land that is located in an
area that historically has been dominated
by grassland, forbs, and shrubs and has
potential to provide habitat for animal or

plant populations of significant ecological
value if the land is retained in its current
use or restored to a natural condition.
Incidental lands may be included to allow
for the efficient administration of a rental
agreement or easement.

. Is there a limit on the number of acres a

landowner may enroll in the program?

. There is no national maximum limitation

on the amount of land that may be offered
for the program. However, there is a
minimum requirement established in law.
Offers for enrollment must contain at least
40 contiguous acres, unless special
circumstances exist to accept a lesser
amount. These special circumstances are
determined by the NRCS State
Conservationist.

Q. Who may participate in the program?

A. Only landowners may submit applications

for easements. Both landowners and
operators may participate on rental and
restoration agreements. Operators may
participate on rental agreements only when
they provide evidence that they will have
control of the property for the length of the
agreement and have landowner
concurrence.

. Could the Adjusted Gross Income

provision of the 2002 Farm Bill impact
my participation in GRP?

. Yes, if you are an individual or entity that

has an average adjusted gross income
exceeding $2.5 million for the three tax
years immediately preceding the

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



application year, you are not eligible to
receive program benefits or payments.
However, an exemption is provided in
cases where 75 percent of the adjusted
gross income is derived from farming,
ranching, or forestry operations.

Q. What enrollment options exist?

A. Enrollment options are: 30-year and

permanent easements; 10-year, 15-year,
20-year or 30-year rental agreements; and
restoration agreements which may be used
in conjunction with any easement or rental
agreement.

. Who holds the easement?

A. The Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC)

holds the easement, unless the Secretary
authorizes a private conservation or land
trust organization or State agency to hold
or enforce an easement. Provisions for
delegating easement administration to a .
third party will be outlined in a future
regulation.

. What are the requirements of the GRP?

A. All enrollment options permit:

e Common grazing practices that maintain
the viability of the grassland;

e Haying, mowing, or harvesting for seed
production, subject to certain restrictions
during the nesting season, as determined
by NRCS; and

e Fire rehabilitation and construction of
fire breaks and fences.

GRP rental agreements and easements
prohibit: 1) Production of crops (other than
hay) that require breaking the soil surface,
as well as fruit trees and vineyards; and 2)
any other activity that would disturb the
surface of the land, except for appropriate
land management activities included in a

GRP Questions and Answers

conservation plan. Participants will be
required to follow a conservation plan
developed by NRCS (or a designated third
party) and the participant to preserve the
integrity of the grassland.

USDA will use a standard easement deed.
Landowners who participate in an
easement option agree to:

e Provide a written statement of consent to
the easement from those holding a
security interest or any vested interest in
the land;

e Provide proof of clear title;

e Comply with other terms of the
easement; and

e Provide access to NRCS or its
representative for easement
administration and monitoring activities.

. Is land enrolled in GRP subject to

conservation compliance and
swampbuster?

. Yes, persons interested in participating in

GRP must meet the swampbuster and
conservation compliance provisions.

. When is a restoration agreement

developed?

. A restoration agreement is developed when

the grassland functions and values of the
land need to be improved. NRCS, working
in conjunction with the conservation
district and the participant, determines if a
restoration agreement is a necessary part of
the rental agreement or easement.

Q. How do I apply for the program?

A. To participate, interested persons submit

an application to their local NRCS or FSA
office in the local USDA Service Center.
Applications for the program are accepted
at any time.

August 2003



Q. How is the contract or easement value
determined?

A. The value of an easement is determined
through a professional appraisal. The
landowner is paid the fair market value of
the land, less the grazing value of the land.
For 30-year easements or an easement for
the maximum duration allowed under State
or Tribal law, a landowner receives 30
percent of the fair market value of the land,
less the grazing value of the land.

For 10-, 15-, 20-, and 30-year rental
agreements, the participant receives not
more than 75 percent of the grazing value
in an annual payment for the length of the
agreement. Grazing values will be
determined based on local prevailing rental
rates. :

Q. Can GRP easements or agreements be
terminated to enroll lands in other
conservation programs?

A. There are no termination provisions in
GRP easements. For rental agreements,
decisions will be made on a case-by-case
basis by the NRCS State Conservationist in
consultation with the FSA State Executive
Director. The rule making process will
determine the final procedures.

GRP Questions and Answers

For More Information
If you need more information about GRP,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/ and http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/GRP/
defaultl.htm

Visit USDA on the Web at:
http://www.usda.gov/farmbill

Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.
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Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI)

The Grazing Land Conservation Initiative (GLCI) is a nationwide collaborative process of individuals and
organizations working to maintain and improve the management, productivity, and health of the Nation’s
privately owned grazing land. This process has formed coalitions that represent the grass root concerns that
impact private grazing land. The coalitions actively seek sources to increase technical assistance and public
awareness activities that maintain or enhance grazing land resources.

Introduction

Privately owned grazing land of the United States are truly a national treasure. There are many uses and
values that make them extremely important, not only to the landowners, but also to the entire nation. Other
non-federal lands making similar contribution include state, local government, and tribal lands. The
opportunity exists for a national initiative to assure the sustainability of all private grazing lands to enhance
these lands for future use and to inform the public of the benefits of making this national commitment and
investment.

Background

Private grazing land in the United States has provided many products and benefits to their owners and to
society for over 200 years. Historical use of these lands occurred without the benefit of grazing land
science, as we know it today. Today there are more potential conflicts than ever before on private grazing
lands within the United States. Demands by landowners and society for grazing land benefits, values, and
products are increasing. Private landowners require a solid economic business.

Society benefits from an available supply of food and fiber; clean air, healthy wildlife populations and
habitat; improved fisheries and aquatic systems; and healthy riparian areas. These lands provide
opportunities for improved nutrient management from land application of animal manure and other by-
product nutrient sources, reduces soil erosion from wind and water, reduces potential for flooding, less
sediment in streams and reservoirs, and has a major impact on economic and social stability in rural
communities.

Owners of private grazing lands must continue to recognize conservation problems and opportunities and
receive sound voluntary technical assistance to improve their grazing land resource to meet ecological and
economic demands. '

The Initiative

The Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative is a nationwide collaborative process of individuals and
organizations working together to maintain and improve the management, productivity, and health of the
Nation's privately owned grazing land. GLCI was developed to provide for a coordinated effort to identify
priority issues, find solutions, and effect change on private grazing land. This initiative will complement and
enhance existing conservation programs.

There is a National GLCI Steering Committee and many state committees throughout the country. Coalitions
represent the grass root concerns that impact private grazing land. Concerns are expressed to the public and
agency officials in an attempt to address the issues impacting private grazing land.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/progr 11/20/2003
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Strategies

GLCI seeks to strengthen partnerships, promote voluntary assistance and participation, respects private
property rights, encourages diversification to achieve multiple benefits, and emphasizes training, education,
and increased public awareness. Private grazing landowners are eager to voluntarily improve their lands.
However, they need technical assistance to help them use the latest and best technology to make grazing
land management decisions. Existing technical assistance is limited for those who own grazing land and
does not meet the needs for adequately sustaining or enhancing the resources.

Progress

Through GLCI efforts, Congress has identified funds in the Natural Resources Conservation Services' budget
to be used directly for technical assistance and public awareness activities to support conservation activities
on private grazing lands.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service is one of the primary players in the initiative. The Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is the technical agency of the US Department of Agriculture that
provides assistance to conservation districts and individuals in planning and carrying out conservation
activities.

NRCS has the expertise and experience to provide technical assistance to owners and managers of private
grazing land for the long-term productivity and ecological health of grazing land. NRCS assists with public
awareness activities to inform the public on the values and benefits of private grazing land.

Coalitions

Coalitions are made up of individuals and organizations that work collectively to accomplish the goals and
objectives of the initiative. When opportunities exist, coalitions can be expanded to include individuals and
organizations that have an interest in private grazing lands to help achieve the objectives of the initiative.
Generally, personnel from government agencies and universities serve in an advisory capacity to the
coalitions.

Coalitions actively seek sources to increase technical assistance and public awareness activities that
maintain or enhance grazing land resources. State and local coalitions support national strategies and also
develop local strategies and goals to meet their local needs.

Summary

Today and tomorrow's decision-makers must have an ecological understanding of the grazing land resources
to make wise land management decisions that will provide for present and future demands of the resource.
It is imperative that adequate technical assistance is available by personnel trained in grazing management
to help landowners use the latest and best technology.

This assistance will provide owners and managers of private grazing land information to make management
decisions that will conserve and enhance private grazing land resources and provide related benefits to all
citizens of the United States.

For More Information

Contact your state or local GLCI coalition, your local conservation district, or NRCS for more information.
Information is also available on the coalition web site: http://www.glci.org.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/progr: 11/20/2003
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These documents requires Adobe Acrobat.

Contact

Mitch Flanagan, National Program Manager, 202-690-5988

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/pros o 11/20/2003
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Overview

The Resource Conservation and Development
Program (RC&D) is reauthorized in the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002
(Farm Bill). The purpose of the RC&D
program is to encourage and improve the
capability of volunteer local elected and civic
leaders in designated RC&D areas to plan and
carry out projects for resource conservation
and community development. Program
objectives focus on quality of life
improvements achieved through natural
resources conservation and community
development. Such activities lead to
sustainable communities, prudent land use,
and the sound management and conservation
of natural resources.

Benefits/Accomplishments

The RC&D program pulls together people,
communities, Indian tribes, and grassroots
groups that unite in shared purpose and pool
resources to get work done. More than 20,000
volunteers are serving on and with RC&D
councils. They are committed to revitalizing
and sustaining their communities through the
RC&D program. To date, 368 areas across the
Nation (plus the Caribbean and Pacific Basins)
have been designated by the Secretary of
Agriculture as RC&D areas. They serve more
than 85 percent (2,614) of U.S. counties and
over 77 percent of the U.S. population.

NRCS s goal is to have nationwide coverage
by 2005.

In fiscal year 2001, RC&Ds completed more
than 3,000 projects. These resulted in 500
businesses created and 1,800 businesses
expanded; 7,500 jobs created; 5,000 miles of
streams and 880,000 acres of wildlife habitat
improved. Over 283,000 people learned new
job skills, and nearly 780,000 economically
and socially disadvantaged people were
served.

How RC&D Works

Assistance is provided, as authorized by the
Secretary of Agriculture, to designated RC&D
areas through their organized RC&D councils
(comprised of local leaders). RC&D councils
and their sponsors, in association with State,
local, and Federal governments and nonprofit
organizations, develop and implement local
RC&D area plans. Councils also obtain
assistance from other local, State, and Federal
agencies; private organizations; and
foundations. RC&D priorities are set by area
residents to meet their needs.

Eligibility

Technical assistance is available to RC&D
areas designated by the Secretary of
Agriculture. Technical assistance is available
for planning and installing approved projects
specified in RC&D area plans, for land
conservation, water management, community
development, and environmental enhancement
elements.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Development Program

Q. Are there any significant changes to the
Resource Conservation and
Development Program (RC&D)
Statute?

A. There are several significant changes:

e Permanent authorization of the RC&D
program;

e More accurate description of the
program as it currently operates;

¢ Additions of the role and definition of an
RC&D council;

o Acknowledgment of participation by
Tribes in the program; and

¢ A requirement that a program evaluation
and report to the House and Senate
committees of jurisdiction be made by
June 30, 2005.

Q. Will the new Farm Bill affect how
NRCS manages the RC&D program?

A. The Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (Farm Bill) language more
closely resembles how the program is
currently working. The language changes
will enable NRCS to more effectively
manage the program and strengthen its
assistance to RC&D councils.

Q. Have there been any changes in the
number of designated RC&D areas
allowed by law?

A. No. The number of allowable designated
areas remains 450.

For More Information

If you need more information about RC&D,
please contact your local USDA Service
Center, listed in the telephone book under U.S.
Department of Agriculture, or your local
conservation district. Information also is
available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/
2002/

B
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@) -1 Visit USDA on the Web at:
% F“R{o‘ http://www.usda.gov/farmbill

Note: This is not intended to be a definitive interpretation
of farm legislation. Rather, it is preliminary and may
change as USDA develops implementing policies and
procedures. Please check back for updates.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
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Soil Survey Programs

The National Cooperative Soil Survey Program (NCSS) is a partnership led by NRCS of Federal land
management agencies, state agricultural experiment stations and state and local units of government that
provide soil survey information necessary for understanding, managing, conserving and sustaining the
nation's limited soil resources.

Soil surveys provide an orderly, on-the-ground, scientific inventory of soil resources that includes maps
showing the locations and extent of soils, data about the physical and chemical properties of those soils, and
information derived from that data about potentialities and problems of use on each kind of soil in sufficient
detail to meet all reasonable needs for farmers, agricultural technicians, community planners, engineers, and
scientists in planning and transferring the findings of research and experience to specific land areas. Soil
surveys provide the basic information needed to manage soil sustainably. They also provide information
needed to protect water quality, wetlands, and wildlife habitat. Soil surveys are the basis for predicting the
behavior of a soil under alternative uses, its potential erosion hazard, potential for ground water
contamination, suitability and productivity for cultivated crops, trees, and grasses. Soil surveys are
important to planners, engineers, zoning commissions, tax commissioners, homeowners, developers, as well
as agricultural producers. Soil surveys also provide a basis to help predict the effect of global climate change
on worldwide agricultural production and other land-dependent processes. The NRCS Soil Survey Division
through its World Soil Resources Staff helps gather and interpret soil information for global use.

NRCS provides the soil surveys for the privately owned lands of the nation and, through its National Soil
Survey Center, provides scientific expertise to enable the NCSS to develop and maintain a uniform system
for mapping and assessing soil resources so that soil information from different locations can be shared,
regardless of which agency collects it. NRCS provides most of the training in soil survey to Federal agencies
and assists other Federal agencies with their soil inventories on a reimbursable basis. NRCS is also
responsible for developing the standards and mechanisms for providing digital soil information for the
national spatial data infrastructure required by Executive Order 12906.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/p 11/20/2003
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Fact Sheet

Note: Soil and Water Conservation Assistance (SWCA) is authorized under the Agricultural Risk Protection
Act of 2000, Title II, Section 211(b) (Public Law 106-224).

Introduction

Soil and Water Conservation Assistance (SWCA) provides cost share and incentive payments to farmers and
ranchers to voluntarily address threats to soil, water, and related natural resources, including grazing land,
wetlands, and wildlife habitat. SWCA will help landowners comply with Federal and state environmental laws
and make beneficial, cost-effective changes to cropping systems, grazing management, nutrient
management, and irrigation.

How SWCA Works

SWCA is available nationwide, but only in areas that are not part of:

e Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) priority areas,
e Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) priority areas, or
e Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) national priority areas.

Applicants may request SWCA assistance at any time by submitting an application to the local Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or conservation district office. The application (form CCC-1200) is
available at the local USDA Service Center or on the Web at www.sc.egov.usda.gov.

A conservation plan is required for the area covered in the application and becomes the basis for developing
the SWCA contract. NRCS will work with the landowner to develop a conservation plan. Landowners must
agree to maintain cost-shared practices for the life of the practice. Contracts are for five to ten years.

The NRCS state conservationist, in consultation with the State Technical Committee, will determine eligible
practices using a locally led process. The Federal cost share is 75 percent of the cost of an eligible practice.
Participants will be paid based upon certification of completion of the approved practice.

Eligibility

Applicants must own or control the land and agree to implement specific eligible conservatio<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>