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NATIONAL TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT
CENTERS



FUNCTIONS OF THE NTSCs

• Provide direct technical assistance to States

• Acquire/develop new science and 
technology

• Technology transfer and training

• Develop and maintain technology standards



STRUCTURE

Each NTSC has two types of teams:
– Core Team (Technology Transfer)
– National Technology Development Teams



Core Team Make-Up

• Soil scientist    

• Plant materials specialist

• Technology specialist (2)

• Grazing land specialist (2)

• Public affairs specialist

• Ecologist – Environmental Compl.

• Rangeland management specialist

• Conservation agronomist

• Wildlife & Aquatic biologists

• Water management  engineer

• Environmental engineer

• Agricultural engineer 

• Forester

• Agricultural economist



Technology Development 
Teams

• National in scope
• Focus on developing new technical 

tools and information
• Responsible for coordinating initial 

implementation and training
• Nine Teams



National Technology Development Teams

• Greensboro
– Animal Waste Utilization
– Social Sciences
– Soil Quality

• Fort Worth
– Wildlife
– Wetlands
– Grazing Lands

• Portland
– Water Quality / Quantity
– Air Quality / Atmospheric Change
– Bioenergy



Biology Technical NotesBiology Technical Notes



Fish and Wildlife Habitat Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Management LeafletsManagement Leaflets



Recently released leaflet Recently released leaflet 
on cropped wetlands on cropped wetlands 
and wildlifeand wildlife



Technology Development ProjectsTechnology Development Projects

Team manages an annual line item to fund fish and Team manages an annual line item to fund fish and 
wildlife competitive grants based on wildlife competitive grants based on RFPsRFPs

•• basic research (life history and habitat basic research (life history and habitat 
requirements) requirements) 

•• technical tool development (habitat assessment)technical tool development (habitat assessment)

•• evaluate the effects of conservationevaluate the effects of conservation



Competitive GrantsCompetitive Grants

•• Requests for proposals are advertised annuallyRequests for proposals are advertised annually

•• Projects require 50 % cost shareProjects require 50 % cost share

•• State Conservationists must review and approveState Conservationists must review and approve

•• Each proposal is individually evaluated and rankedEach proposal is individually evaluated and ranked

•• Process just happened for 2006Process just happened for 2006



Fish and Wildlife TrainingFish and Wildlife Training
•• Fish and wildlife habitat managementFish and wildlife habitat management

Wetland TrainingWetland Training
•• Advanced Advanced hydrichydric soils for soil scientistssoils for soil scientists
•• Hydrology tools for wetland restoration and determinationsHydrology tools for wetland restoration and determinations
•• HydricHydric soils for wetland delineationsoils for wetland delineation
•• Wetland restoration and enhancementWetland restoration and enhancement
•• Wetland restoration, management, and compatible useWetland restoration, management, and compatible use
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