CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION

286. WOODY PLANT ESTABLISHMENT
 1.
SCOPE
The work shall consist of establishing woody plants to assure maximum possible survival and vigorous growth by the end of the establishment period, including furnishing and applying water and fertilizer.

 2.
MATERIALS
Water - The water shall be clean and free from injurious substances of oil, salts, acid, alkali, organic matter, or other deleterious compounds.

Fertilizer - The fertilizers shall conform to the Agriculture Code of California, long-lasting show-release tablets of 21 grains each 20-10-5 formula (20% N, 10% P205, 5% K20).

 3.
PLANT ESTABLISHMENT PERIOD
The plant establishment period shall be for a period of time beginning with the completion of planting operations and extending to a termination date as specified in Section 8.

 4.
COMMENCEMENT
Prior to completion of planting, the Contractor shall furnish a schedule of proposed plant establishment operations to the Contracting Officer's Technical Representative for review.  The Contractor shall be responsible for keeping plants moist to promote growth.

A general inspection will be conducted jointly by the Contractor and the Engineer upon completion of planting operations.  Notice requesting planting acceptance shall be submitted by the Contractor at least 5 days prior to the anticipated date.

At the time of acceptance, all plants, mulch, and all other work must be complete and in place.  The job site shall be cleared of all debris.  Once the original plantings have been accepted, the establishment period will commence.

 5.
PLANT ESTABLISHMENT OPERATIONS
Maintenance - During the "Establishment Period" the Contractor shall inspect the areas, replace plants which are vandalized, diseased, unhealthy, or dead.  The areas shall be cleared of weeds, and the plants watered if necessary.

Watering - The Contractor shall provide water as required to maintain plant growth.  The type of watering system such as: community source, or a water-truck with pressure system and manually directed, or a temporary portable irrigation system, or a system as devised by the Contractor.

The system shall provide a uniform application of water.  The contractor will provide the Contracting Officer's Technical Representative with a watering schedule at the beginning of the establishment period.

Damaged, faulty, or missing materials shall be repaired or replaced at the Contractor's option provided the plants are furnished with water.

Fertilizing - The Contractor shall provide for one application of fertilizer at the rate of 250 pounds per acre.  The type of fertilizer and method of application shall be as specified in Construction Specification 283.  The date of application shall be as specified in Section 8.

Weeding - The areas shall be kept weed free.  Weeds shall be removed or chemically treated before reaching a 6-inch height.

Chemical weed control will be permitted provided the Contractor shall have submitted to the Contracting Officer's Technical Representative in writing the material to be used, rate and method of application, and the manufacturer's product description for approval.  The Contractor shall obtain clearance from the County Agriculture Commissioner before applying chemical weed control.  The Contractor shall be responsible for any damage to plants resulting from improper use of chemicals.

 6.
INSPECTIONS
The Contractor is responsible for the planting areas, the plants, and the plant growth; he shall inspect the area as often as may be required.  The Contracting Officer's 

Technical Representative will inspect the area to check for compliance and will so notify the Contractor.

Monthly Inspections - During the plant establishment period, the Contractor and Contracting Officer's Technical Representative shall make at least one inspection per month, to check the quality and condition of the plants.  The Contractor shall correct any deficiencies within 5 working days.

Final Inspection - The final inspection of the project site will be made at the conclusion of the Plant Establishment period.  Notice requesting final inspection shall be submitted by the Contractor to the Contracting Officer's Technical Representative at least 5 days prior to the anticipated date.

Prior to the final inspection, the Contractor shall have performed final weeding, replacement of plants, and cleaning of planted areas.

 7.
MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT
For items of work for which specific lump sum prices are established in the contract, the work of plant establishment will not be measured.  Payment will be made at the contract lump sum price, with partial payments made on a monthly basis on the work proceeds, provided maintenance work and plant growth is satisfactory.  Partial payments will be based on invoices presented by the Contractor showing his cost and evidence of charges for work performed; however, the amount of partial payments shall not exceed the percent performance time used.  Should the total of partial payments be less than the contract lump sum, the unpaid balance will be included in the final contract payment.  Such payment shall constitute full compensation for all labor, replacement plants, water, materials, equipment, tools, and all other items necessary and incidental to completion of the work.

Compensation for any item of work described in the contract but not listed in the bid schedule will be included in the payment for the item of work to which it is made subsidiary.  Such items and the items to which they are made subsidiary are identified in Section 8.









286-


NRCS-CA-INTERIM (2/96)

NRCS-CA-INTERIM (2/98)
286-


