
Montana Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative 

John Hollenback, MT GLCI member since it’s inception in 1992 

I have served on the Montana GLCI steering committee since its inception and it has been a great 
experience.  I have learned a lot about our range resource.  I have also served on the Governor’s Rangeland 
Resource Executive Committee (RREC) that was started in 1976 and have been appointed by every 
Governor, beginning with Governor Tom Judge.  

Serving on these two range committees has allowed me to get out on the land, across the state and see what 
ranchers are doing. This has been a good experience.  We have some very good land managers out there that 
people are unaware of. I believe that good range management does not just happen.  I’ve had a lot of help 
from NRCS, MSU Extension and State employees, as well as from private landowners.  A person never gets 
too old to learn.   

We have to know what is out there and monitor it, and keep some records.  I am now using a Stockman’s 
Grazing Record Book re-published by the Montana GLCI and put together with the help of Bob Lee.  It is 
very well done and we have several ranchers in Powell and Deer Lodge Counties using this method of 
record keeping.  

We have a large number of elk and deer in our area that have to be a part of our management plan. 
Unfortunately, we have more than our share of weeds; which also has to be a big part of our plan.  I have 
used helicopter and ground spraying.  I have also been using BIO Control.  Sven Svenson brings in a band 
of sheep each year, which are rotated so that the sheep graze the weeds on my ranch, along with two 
neighboring ranches.  The noxious weeds are located with GPS and this helps us track our management of 
the weeds.  I’m doing less spraying because it is hard on the forbs and shrubs that the birds and wildlife use.  

I also have a timber management plan that I continue to work on.  I do thinning projects.  I had a lot of bug 
kill and I’m working on getting those trees thinned out.  I try to reseed when there is any disturbance of the 
land.  I’m always interested in continuing water development on the ranch. I’m also interested in the Animal 
Learned Feed Behavior program.  Montana GLCI has sponsored several projects on this.  I believe to be a 
good steward of the land we have to stay informed in what is available to us. I am currently chairman of the 
Montana Range Days.  The Deer Lodge Valley Conservation District is hosting this event for the second 
year and it will be held in Deer Lodge on June 18th – 20th, 2012. It is so rewarding to watch the young 
people get excited about Range Management.  We hosted about 295 people last year and we are hoping for 
even more participants this year.  It is for the whole family.  If you are interested, please join us, come, learn 
and enjoy Western Montana.  Susie Johnson, Conservation District Administrator, is the contact for this 
event, and she can be reached at 1-406-846-1703, Ext.  4.  

My wife, Carole and I have attended all four of the previous National Conferences on Grazing Lands 
(NCGL) and plan to of attend the fifth NCGL in Florida this coming December if it works out.  It is an 
honor to serve with so many good people who have an interest in Range Management. 
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Fifth National Conference on Grazing Lands (5NCGL) 

The Fifth National Conference 
on Grazing Lands (5NCGL) 
will be held December 9-12, 
2012 in Orlando, Florida. The 
National Grazing Lands 
Conservation Initiative 
steering committee is busy 
making plans for this 
conference which is held 
every three years, and rotates 
across the U.S.  The first con-
ference was held in 2000 in 
Las Vegas, NV and welcomed 
over 800 participants. Since 
that time, the conference has 
been held in Nashville, TN 
(2003), St Louis, MO (2006), 
and Reno, NV (2009). The 
Montana GLCI has been an 
active participant in the first 
four conference and is plan-
ning to attend the upcoming  
conference in December of  
this year. 

Bob Lee and Aggie Helle, who 
serve on the Montana GLCI 
are also members of the 
National GLCI steering 
committee, which hosts this 
event, along with support 
from several partners.  
The Montana GLCI delegation 
may include all ten steering 
committee members as well 
as co-coordinators and 
ex-official members. Many of 
the steering committee 
members will present papers 
during the event. We are 
working on at least three 
separate abstracts, which will 
feature the work being done 
by the Montana GLCI in 
support of grazing lands.  The 
deadline for submission of 
abstracts is May 1st.  
The conference will be held 
at the Caribe Royale Resort. 
To for details check out the 
website at:  

www.thecaribeorlando.com/
caribe-royale/ 

The Montana GLCI is proud 
of their rich history and 
attendance at this national 
venue. They are recognized 
as leaders in grazing lands 
management across the U.S. 
 

The Montana GLCI 
will be meeting at 
the Carnegie Library 
in Big Timber, MT 
on March 21st to 
discuss applications 
for demonstration 
projects, review their 
annual plan of work 
and budget and to 
discuss several 
topics relating to 
grazing lands. 
The meeting will 
start at 9:47 A.M. 
Sharp. 
Be sure to mark your 
calendars! 
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