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Montana GLCI Welcomes New Steering 
Committee Member—Ben Lehfeldt 

Quarterly Newsletter 

Oct-Nov-Dec Edition 

My name is Ben Lehfeldt and I am a new member on the Montana Grazing 
Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) Steering Committee representing the 
American Sheep Industry.  Currently, my wife, Jamie, and I are the fifth 
generation on our family sheep and cattle ranch in south-central Montana.  
Along with my parents, Bob and Marie Lehfeldt, we run 3000 ewes and 200 
cows on our ranch in Lavina, MT.  My great, great grandfather moved to the 
area in the 1890s and in a time when nearly every ranch in the state ran sheep. 
We continue to utilize the sheep genetics my ancestors developed to raise fine-
wool Rambouillets. 

I graduated with degrees in biochemistry and agronomy from Montana State 
University in Bozeman and concentrated my efforts on plant genetics.  I joined 
the Montana Spring Wheat Laboratory as an employee while going to school in 
Bozeman where I worked for Dr. Luther Talbert studying wheat genetics. After 
college I accepted a job with Monsanto Company in St. Louis, Missouri where 
I worked on corn genetics.  Working at Monsanto gave me a broader understanding of the agricultural industry 
and the private sector.  I worked in a corn genetics lab for the first couple of years, organized testing of corn 
yield trials throughout the Midwest, and later managed some of Monsanto’s corn winter nursery work in 
Hawaii. Over seven years of employment gave me more insight of Midwest agriculture practices and the rapid 
advancement of agriculture through genetic improvement.  My employment at Monsanto allowed me to 
interact with farmers in several states and help them with the development of higher yielding crops and 
improved corn products, some of which is being seen today in the drought tolerant lines of corn being available 
to farmers. 

I returned to Montana in 2005 to our family ranch and looked forward to using my experiences to continue to 
improve on what my ancestors have built.  Our sheep ranch has been heavily involved in targeted grazing of 
noxious weeds throughout the state of Montana. It is a real opportunity for the sheep industry and a process we 
have successfully implemented in our operation as a natural way to pack pounds on lambs all while eliminating 
invasive weeds. 

Our sheep started grazing leafy spurge in the 1980s and since then we have been involved in several projects, 
including a spotted knapweed project on the Madison River and leafy spurge control near the Yellowstone in 
Columbus. In some of these situations we try to help cattlemen and landowners apply for grants for noxious 
weed control, which helps offset some of our fuel and management costs associated with the sheep in these 
areas.  Sheep grazing can provide a great biological solution to river corridors that are especially sensitive to 
chemical treatment. 

We have worked extensively to build relationships in these areas with the landowner, county weed specialists, 
county extension agents, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offices in order to help 
make these projects successful. Montana State University, specifically Dr. Lisa Surber and Dr. Rodney Kott, 
have helped sheep ranchers around the state not only by assisting in the research of targeted grazing, but also 
providing practical sheep research for the state. 

Our ranch is also involved with the NRCS in the Sage Grouse Initiative. Over the past four years we have 
worked with the NRCS to inventory our deeded rangeland and implement a rest rotation within our pastures.  A 
big part of the project was adding more and better water throughout the rangeland to help us better manage our 

rangeland resources and conserve the sage grouse 
population in the area. 

I previously served as a member the American Wool 
Council and I was recently appointed to the American 
Lamb Board.  The American Lamb Board works to best 
utilize the lamb check-off moneys to promote the Amer-
ican lamb product to consumers in the US.  My wife, 
Jamie is currently working at the extension office for 
Musselshell/Golden Valley County in Roundup, MT. 

Montana agriculture and its improvement has always 
been my focus. As a member of Montana GLCI, I hope 
to help ensure that Montana agriculture stays strong so 
that my family and future families can enjoy the benefits 
of raising a family on a Montana farm or ranch. 



   

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  

 
  

 

  

 
 
  

 
 

 

 

  

Montana GLCI says Farewell to Aggie Helle and Terry Haughian 

After over 20 years of service represent-
ing the Sheep Industry on the Montana 
and National GLCI steering committees, 
Aggie is going to resign her position on 
both committees.  Aggies replacement 
will be Ben Lehfeldt, whom you met on 
the first page of this newsletter. 

Aggie plans to spend more time  
traveling with husband, Joe, who is an 
active member of the Public Lands 
Council (PLC). 

Aggie is a private landowner and partner 
in an irrigated farm and livestock range 
operation in Dillon, MT. Aggie is 
passionate about sheep and using sheep 
for targeted grazing of noxious weeds.  
Aggie has honorably and  
enthusiastically served both committees 
and she will be missed. Aggie will  
remain an emeritus member of the GLCI 
steering committees. Best of Luck Ag-
gie and thanks for your service! 

 Aggie pictured 
with husband, Joe 

Terry Haughian at the ranch  
pictured with father and brothers. 

Terry Haughian has been the 
representative for the Northern 
Plains Section of the Society for 
Rangeland Management for the 
past several years. Terry and his 
wife, Janet and three children 
ranch at Kinsey, MT. Terry served 
as the chairman of the Montana 
GLCI for two years. He is 
resigning his position on the  
steering committee to pursue other 
interests.  A replacement for Terry 
has not yet been named.  We wish 
Terry the best of luck in his future 
endeavors and know we have a 
friend and advocate for grazing 
lands in Terry Haughian. 

Thanks for serving Montana 
GLCI! 

Montana GLCI Heading to the Fifth National Conference on 
Grazing Lands, December 9-12, 2012 

The Montana Grazing Lands Con-
servation Initiative (GLCI) steering 
committee will be well represented 
during the Fifth National Confer-
ence on Grazing Lands (5NCGL).  
Eight of the ten steering committee 
members, several spouses, a new 
member Ben Lehfeldt and co-
coordinator, Carla Lawrence will 
attend this tri-annual conference.   
The conference on grazing lands 
was first held in 2000 in Las Vegas, 
NV and has traveled over the years 
to Nashville, TN; St. Louis, MO; 
and Reno, NV. 
The Montana GLCI have been 
active participants with most of the 
steering committee members mak-
ing presentations during the three 
day event. 

This year, Montana will make four 
presentations which include: 

(1) Grazing Recordkeeping and the 
APP presented by Bob Lee/ 
Chase Hibbard 

(2) A summary of projects in 
Montana over the past 20 years, 
presentation by Lon Reukauf/Dean 
Wang 
(3) Communicating skills between 
individual ranchers and working 
with government agencies and other 
partners presented by John 
Hollenback and; 
(4) “Cowboy up with Conservation-
it can save your grass” education 
campaign; presented by Russell 
Nemetz. Featured speakers during 
the event include: Kit Pharo, Fred 
Provenza, Dr. Temple Grandin, Dr. 
Garry Lacefield and Dr. Don Ball.   

The conference will be held at the 
Caribe Royal in Orlando, FL,  
December 9-12. 
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Update from the Rangeland Resources Executive Committee by Heidi Crum, 
DRNC, Rangeland Resource Program Coordinator 

Greetings from Helena! The Rangeland 
Resources Program has had a busy year 
and is looking forward to another 
successful round of events.  

Most recently, the 2012 Governor’s 
Range Tour was hosted by Glacier Coun-
ty Conservation District in Cut Bank on 
September 19th-20th .  We had the oppor-
tunity to visit two ranches that the Black-
feet Tribes graze with their bison herd 
and learned how they manage these ani-
mals.  The tour went to a ranch with a 
very extensive stockwater pipeline  
system that has improved the grazing 
management. The tour concluded with a 
stop at the Big Sky Colony’s stockwater 
pipeline and dairy facility.  

2012 Governor’s Range Tour Partici-
pants enjoyed a wagon ride along the 

stockwater pipeline on Bob Lytle’s 
ranch north of Cut Bank.  

The next event will be the Winter  
Grazing Seminar to be held in Harlowton 
January 16-17, hosted by the Upper   
Musselshell Conservation District. 
Many youth events are also scheduled for 
2013 so please mark your calendars for 
the following: 

2013 Events Calendar 

Montana Envirothon, Lewistown  
April 22-23 

Montana Youth Range Camp, Camp 
Needmore (near Ekalaka) – July 8-12 

Natural Resources Youth Camp, 
Lubrecht – July 14-19 

North American Envirothon, MSU 
Bozeman – August 4-10 

And finally, the most exciting news from 
this year is that the Rangeland Resources 
Program has launched a Facebook page! 
It is a pilot program through DNRC and 
has been successful. There are 101 fans 
so far with new fans coming in each 
week. The original goal for this type of 
social media outreach was to increase 
attendance in the program events. How-
ever, with many of the fans being from 
outside of Montana, just awareness of 
rangeland management has been an 

achievement. Please visit the page when 
you get a chance and send any infor-
mation you’d like to share on Facebook: 
events in your area, success stories on 
projects or even just a photo from your 
ranch. People love to see what we are 
doing in Montana!  https:// 
www.facebook.com/ 
MontanaRangeProgram  
 
As always, you can contact me at any  
time: hcrum@mt.go (406) 444-6619. 

Youth Range 
Camp winners!  
 
Top Green 
Hand 
Verena  
Lawrence, Bo-
zeman  

 

Top Hand 
Winners  

Austyn Crum, 
Helena and 
Westhenry 
Loerger, 
White 
Sulphur 

Montana GLCI Launch Graze Keeper/APP Project 

The Montana GLCI is no stranger to  
grazing lands record keeping. Several 
years ago, the steering committee decided 
to work toward developing a hard copy  
and an electronic version of recordkeeping 
for livestock managers.   

The hard copy  version was accomplished a 
few years ago, with assistance provided by  
Bob Lee, rancher at Judith Gap and a 
member of the national and Montana GLCI 
steering committee. 

The steering committee updated an exist-
ing recordkeeping binder originally de-
signed by Jim  Carrig.  The hard copy   
version is now available for $20. 

The electronic version of a record book 
was the vision of Chase Hibbard, 
Montana GLCI steering committee  
member.  And between Chase and his 
nephew, Tyrrell, mixed with Bob Lee’s 
idea of an APP, and Russell Nemetz 
knowledge of technical assistant and the 
combined passion for grazing lands and 
recordkeeping, the project has morphed 
into a full blown Graze Keeper “APP” 
when the project is completed. 

The steering committee is working with 
Authentic Imaging, LLC. in Billings to 
develop a prototype for collecting data on 
the ground and recording that data on a 

Smartphone.  The data can then be down-
loaded on a home computer with an ability  
for the user (rancher)  to query the data and 
provide reports. 

The steering committee is very excited 
about this project and will commit funding, 
which is usually set aside to  fund 
demonstration  
projects, toward this 
project for the  
reminder of 2012 and
2013. Stay tuned we 
will keep you  
apprised of our 
progress.  
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Montana Grazing Lands  
Conservation Initiative  

P.O. Box 425  
Bozeman, Montana 59771 

Contact:  
Jon Siddoway  

NRCS State Rangeland Management Specialist  
(406) 587-6790  

jon.siddoway@mt.usda.gov  
or 

Carla Lawrence  
DBA Carla at the  Ranch 

(406) 962-3371  
carla.at.the.ranch@gmail.com  

We’re on the Web  
www.mtglci.org  

Calendar of Events 
November 2012  
Montana Farm Bureau Federation  
November 11 - 14, 2012  
Billings Hotel, Billings, Montana  
 
Montana Association of Conservation Districts  
November 13 - 15, 2012  
Kalispell, Montana  
For more information: 406-443-5711 
 
Montana Woolgrowers Association  
November 30 - December 1, 2012  
Billings, Montana 
For more information: Montana Woolgrowers Association  
 
December 2012  
Montana Grain Growers Association  
December 4 - 6, 2012  
Great Falls, Montana  
For more information: Montana Grain Growers Association 
 
Fifth National Conference on Grazing Lands  
December 9 - 12, 2012  
Caribe Royale, Orlando, Florida  
For more information: Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative  

Montana Stockgrowers Association and Montana Cattlewomen Annual Convention  
December 13 - 15, 2012  
Billings, Montana 
For more information: Montana Stockgrowers Association  

 
           
        

        

Merry 
Christmas 
to all and 
to all a 
good night! 

Elk Brucellosis Working Group Recommendations  
by John Anderson, MT GLCI steering committee member 

Livestock brucellosis infections attributed to 
elk is a concern within the Designated Sur-
veillance Area (DSA) established by the 
Montana Board of Livestock in January 2010. 
The DSA replaced the expired “Brucellosis 
Action Plan” in an effort to help the State 
regain its brucellosis-free status after the dis-
ease was found twice in a twelve month peri-
od (May 2007, May 2008). The Director of 
Fish Wildlife and Parks appointed a 
“Working Group” consisting of 6 livestock 
producers/landowners, 3 veterinarians, 1 re-
tired elk research biologist, 1 disease re-
searcher/Mt Tech professor, and 1 hunter 
advocate/highway patrolman to 
“collaboratively identify a problem statement, 
fundamental objectives and potential manage-
ment options relative to effective manage-
ment of elk in areas where brucellosis has 
been identified and where there is a concern 
about brucellosis transmission between live-
stock and elk”. Starting in January and con-
cluding in June of this year the Working 
Group convened monthly for one and a half 
days each time to develop the proposal which 
was presented to the Montana Fish Wildlife 
and Parks Commission for their approval on 
November 8th . 

Many hours were devoted to studying the 
complexities of dealing with disease in wild 
elk. The group received input from wildlife 
biologists, game range managers, veterinari-
ans, department of livestock personnel, and a 
host of other experts from Montana, Idaho, 
and Wyoming.  In addition to a detailed prob-
lem Statement the group identified three Fun-
damental Objectives of the management 
plan.. 

Minimize Disease Transmission 

Maximize acceptability of elk manage-
ment tools and populations in the 
DSA 

Maximize cost effectiveness 

A number of action items to achieve these 
fundamental objectives were organized under 
four major categories. 

 1. Hunting

 2. Habitat 

 3. Containment 

4. Research and Education 

While the Working Group developed a signif-

icant list of action items under these four 
categories, four probably stood out. 

Develop adaptive hunting regulations 

Vegetation manipulation on Wildlife 
Ranges 

Intensive efforts to maintain spatial sepa-
ration between livestock and elk 

Delist Brucella Abortus as a “Terrorist 
Agent” to facilitate the development 
of a more effective livestock vaccine 
to prevent the disease 

It needs to be emphasized that this plan is a 
work in progress.  The working group high-
ly recommends the concept of forming local 
working groups to assist FWP in identify-
ing, implementing, and evaluating manage-
ment actions for specific areas of the DSA.   

For more specific details about the Elk 
Management Guidelines or to comment go 
to: http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/ 
publicCom-
ments/2012elkMgmtGuidelinesBrucellosis 
WG.html 
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