
Common Sagebrush Community Forbs and Their Importance to Sage-
Grouse Hens and Chicks 
 
Information compiled by Alan Sands and Kerry Reese.  Modified from a list compiled by Scott Lambert for 
the northern Great Basin with additions to reflect conditions across the species range.   
 
Achillea lanulosa  Yarrow     Native, perennial 
Agoseris glauca  False dandelion    Native, perennial*** 
Allium spp.  Wild onion    Native, perennial 
Androsace septentrionalis Northern rock jasmine   Native, perennial 
Antennaria spp.  Pussytoes    Native, perennial 
Arabis cobrensis  Sagebrush rockcress   Native, perennial   
Arnica spp.  Arnica     Native, perennial 
Aster occidentalis  Western aster    Native, perennial 
Astragalus spp.  Milkvetch (native aridland ecotypes) Native, perennial*** 
Balsamorhiza sagittata Arrowleaf balsamroot   Native, perennial 
 B. hookeri Rock balsamroot    Native, perennial 
Calochortus macrocarpus Sagebrush  mariposa lily   Native, perennial*** 

C. nuttallii Sego lily     Native, perennial    
C. gunnisoni Gunnison’s mariposa lily   Native, perennial 

Castilleja spp.  Indian paintbrush    Native, perennial 
Cleome lutea  Yellow spikeflower   Native, annual 
 C. serrulata Rocky mountain beeplant   Native, annual 
Collinsia parviflora Maiden blue eyed Mary   Native, annual    *** 
Crepis acuminata  Tapertip hawksbeard   Native, perennial*** 
 C. occidentalis Largeflower hawksbeard   Native, perennial 
 C. intermedia Limestone  hawksbeard   Native, perennial 
Erigeron spp.  Fleabane    Native, perennial*** 
Eriogonum umbellatum Sulphur-flower buckwheat   Native, perennial*** 
Grindelia squarrosa Curlcup gumweed   Native, perennial 
Hydrophyllum capitatum Ballhead waterleaf   Native, perennial 
Lactuca serriola  Prickly lettuce    Exotic, annual/biennial*** 
Lepidium densiflorum Common pepperweed   Native, annual/biennial 
Linum lewisii  Prairie flax    Native, perennial 
 L. perenne Blue flax    Exotic, perennial 
Lithophragma parvifolia Woodland star    Native, perennial*** 
 L. bulbifera Woodland star    Native, perennial*** 
Lithospermum ruderale Western stoneseed   Native, perennial 
Lomatium dissectum Fernleaf biscuitroot   Native, perennial*** 
 L. triternatum Nineleaf biscuitroot   Native, perennial 
 L. nevadense Nevada biscuitroot   Native, perennial 
Lupinus spp.  Lupine     Native, perennial 
Medicago sativa   Alfalfa     Exotic, annual/perennial*** 
Melilotus officinalis Yellow sweetclover   Exotic, annual/perennial*** 
Mertensia oblongifolia Oblongleaf bluebells   Native, annual/perennial 
Microseris nutans Nodding microceris   Native, perennial*** 
Oenothera spp.  Evening-primrose   Native, perennial 
Onobrychis viciifolia Sainfoin     Exotic, perennial*** 
Penstemon strictus Rocky mountain penstemon  Native, perennial 
 P. spp.       Native, perennial 
Phlox hoodii  Hoods phlox    Native, perennial*** 
 P. gracilis Slender phlox    Native, annual 
 P. longfolia Longleaf phlox    Native, perennial 
Polygonum spp.  Knotweed    Native, annual/perennial 
Sanguisorba minor Small burnet    Exotic, perennial 



Sphaeralcea munroana Globemallow    Native, perennial 
Taraxicum officinale Dandelion    Exotic, annual    *** 
Townsendia hookeri Hooker’s townsend daisy   Native, perennial 
Tragopogon dubius Yellow salsify    Exotic, annual/biennial*** 
Trifolium macrocephalum Largehead clover    Native, perennial*** 
 T. variegatum Whitetip clover    Native, annual 
 T. gymnocarpon Hollyleaf clover    Native, perennial 
Vicia spp.  Vetch     Native, perennial*** 
 
***Most important forbs 


