Montana
Steering Committee

o  Lon Reukauf, Chairman,
Terry, MT

o Dean Wang, Vice —
Chairman, Baker, M'T

o  Russell Nemetz
Billings, MT

e  Bob Lee
Judith Gap, MT

e John Hollenback
Gold Creek, MT

o  Aggie Helle
Dillon, MT

o John Anderson
Alder, MT

o Terry Haughian
Kinsey, MT

e Chase Hibbard
Helena, MT

o Jim Willis
Buffalo, MT

Co-Coordinators

o Jon Siddoway, NRCS, State
Rangeland Management
Specialist Bozeman, MT

e Carla Lawrence
dba Carla at the Ranch
Roberts, MT

FEBRUARY 2012

Gomwwﬂ/bbom g niiatine

Our Mission
partnerships a
to maintain or
through grass

tec

Statement: “Strengthening

d encouraging diversification
improve private grazing lands
oots efforts and interagency
nical assistance?”.

John Anderson, MT GLCI Steering committee member representing
Montana Association of Conservation Districts (MACD)

In planning our grazing pro-
grams we go to great lengths to
plan for the grazing animals
(cattle or sheep) in our care. We
often overlook the other grazers
who use our pastures and also
consume forage but are difficult
to account for: deer, elk, and
antelope are ever present on the
Montana landscape. Some of us
can turn the presence of these
ungulates into an economic
benefit, but most, just consider
wildlife an additional “cost of
doing business”, especially those
of us who graze on federal and
state grazing leases. In South-
west Montana and more specifi-
cally those Counties which
surround Yellowstone National
Park, this additional ”cost of
doing business” has increased
significantly in recent years.
Cattle producers, whose
grazing operations are located
within the "Designated Surveil-
lance Area” for intensive
monitoring of the disease
Brucellosis as set up by the
Montana Department of Live-
stock, are gaining a greater un-
derstanding for the cost of wild-
life presence. A few unfortunate
Montana Rancher’s cattle have
been infected with brucellosis by
free roaming bison or perhaps
elk. In the past the infected
herds were depopulated, to pro-
tect Montana’s “Brucellosis Free
Status”. The good news, as the
politics of disease control is

worked out is the rules we have
to live under have been
modified. The new APHIS
regulations enable an infected
herd to be quarantined as the
diseased animals are identified
and removed, rather than whole
herd elimination. Neighboring
cattle herds undergo intensive
blood testing requirements to
insure that brucellosis is not
present. The cost is still signifi-
cant, but not to the degree that
removing all the cattle in a herd
and starting over required.

The science is improving,
but there is still much to learn.
What is the extent of the brucel-
losis infection in the elk popula-
tion in the DSA? What are the
risks of transmission from elk to
cattle? Cattle and Sheep pro-
ducers in southern Madison and
Beaverhead Counties are partici-
pating in a pilot program with
FWP to determine the sero-
prevalance of the brucella organ-
ism in the wild elk population.
Last February 100 cow elk were
captured, blood tested and preg-
nancy checked, with the positive
brucellosis reactors fitted with
radio and GPS collars and vagi-
nal transmitters which are acti-
vated when the cow calves or
aborts. These 12 of the 100 ani-
mals captured have been moni-
tored over the past year to deter-
mine if they carry their calves to
term and where they travel. The
initial capture took place in the

Sweetwater Creek Drainage
located between the Robb
Ledford and Blacktail Wildlife
Management Areas southeast of
Dillon. This same process will
be repeated in an area further
south in the Sage Creek Drain-
age of the Red Rock River
southeast of Clark Canyon Res-
ervoir. This study will continue
over the next three years with
the next capture areas yet to be
identified, pending the test re-
sults from the first two captures.
The bad news is the Designated
Surveillance Area will probably
get bigger, as the extent of the
infection in elk is determined.
The good news is that the more
we learn about how brucellosis
reacts in wild elk the more can
be done to protect not only the
elk but the cattle who share the
same pastures.

The Montana GLCI
sponsored a project in the past
concerning Big Game Livestock
Interaction. Perhaps there will
be opportunities in this arena as
well, as Montana’s Grazing
Lands Conservation Initiative
works for the betterment of
Montana’s private grazing lands
resource.




Valentine’s Day
Valentine’s Day in 2012 is on Tuesday,

February 14th. Saint Valentine's Day
Western European Christian holiday,
originally the Roman feast of Luper-
calia . It was christianized in memory
of the martyrdom of St. Valentine in AD
270, who, in medieval times, came to
be associated with the union of lovers
under conditions of duress. The holiday
is celebrated on Feb. 14th by the ex-
change of romantic or comic verse
messages called "valentines." The first
commercial valentine greeting cards
produced in the United States were
created in the 1840s by Esther A.
Howland. Today millions of such cards
are sold annually.

Presidents' Day

Presidents Day is always celebrated on the third Monday. The origin of Presidents' Day lies
in the 1880s, when the birthday of George Washington—commander of the Continental Army
during the American Revolution and the first president of the United States—was first cele-
brated as a federal holiday. In 1968 Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Bill, whic
moved a number of federal holidays to Mondays. The change was designed to schedule cer-
tain holidays so that workers had a number of long weekends throughout the year, but it has
been opposed by those who believe that those holidays should be celebrated on the dates
they actually commemorate. During debate on the bill, it was proposed that Washington's
Birthday be renamed Presidents' Day to honor the birthdays of both Washington (February
22) and Abraham Lincoln (February12); although Lincoln's birthday was celebrated in many

states, it was never an official federal holiday. Following much discussion, Congress rejected
the name change. After the bill went into effect in 1971, however, Presidents' Day became
the commonly accepted name, due in part to retailers' use of that name to promote sales and
the holiday’s proximity to Lincoln’s birthday. Presidents' Day is usually marked by public cere-
monies in Washington, D.C., and throughout the country.

ment enhancements.

into 2012.

Seven demonstration projects were funded in 2011, four of which were educational workshops and seminars. The
funded projects included the following:

® Judith Basin Conservation District: The annual Judith Basin Range School was held at the Geyser Community Hall in Gey-
ser, MT and entitled “Time to Change”. The one-day school featured Chip Hines, a rancher from Colorado, Dr. Andrew "Andy" Rob-
erts, Research Animal Scientist — Physiologist, Agricultural Research Service - Fort Keogh located at Miles City, MT and Dave
Wichman, Superintendent and Agronomist, Central Agricultural Research Center located at Moccasin, MT.

® Deer Lodge Valley Conservation District hosted the 35th annual Montana Range Days event, June 13th - June 15th, and
boasted the first to host this event west of the Continental Divide with an attendance of 294, including all ages of youth from 4 to
19 years old, adults, judges, instructors, and area volunteers. Many first-time attendees from Deer Lodge and the surrounding
areas, that had not been able to attend the Montana Range Days previously held in eastern Montana, were able to participate.

® Carter County Conservation District: This project has to two goals: 1) to improve soil health and 2) to consequently im-
prove forage yields and livestock production per acre. The project outcome is to determine how mob-grazing affects soil carbon
levels and soil food web activity over time. This project continues into 2012.

® Petroleum County Conservation District, along with neighboring conservation districts (Musselshell, Garfield and Fergus)
hosted a two workshop series (one day each) entitled, “"Continuing the Montana Legacy of the Family Ranch,” which focused on
the entire operation from grazing issues and to economic considerations. The workshops were held in the Winnett area and wel-
comed over 100 participants between the two events.

® Madison Conservation District: This project, the Cameron Bench Grazing Land Renovation Trial, will focus on the renova-
tion of introduced pastures (crested wheatgrass), which will evaluate three treatment options (chisel, harrow and Lawson aerator),
and the results of seeding following treatment and impact of livestock and wildlife grazing on the treated plots. Due to wet condi-
tions in the spring of 2011, this project was extended into 2012.

® MSU Teton County Extension Teton River Watershed Group (TRWG), Teton County Weed District and the Craw-
ford Ranch hosted the one-day "Teton River Weed and Ranch Tour”, which featured the Boone and Crockett Ranch, at DuPuyer,
with presentations on topics focusing on wildlife/livestock interactions, rangeland carrying capacities, and stream bank improve-

® Valley County Conservation District Valley County MSU Extension, Glasgow: This project focuses on a renovation of an
existing site, on approximately nine acres. The project would feature nine forages varieties for the 2011 season and ideally pro-
vide producers with a site that can be toured, make observations and comparisons, and also assist in selecting varieties with high
productivity and ability to survive in a harsh environment. Due to wet conditions in the spring of 2011, this project was extended

The Montana GLCI continues to support landowners across Montana using a proactive approach to address areas of concern on
their ranches and with the sponsorship of local seminars and workshops.
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