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Montana GLCI Newsletter 
Chase Hibbard, Montana GLCI Steering Committee Member, 

Representing the International Mountain Section of the SRM 

My wife, Emily and I returned 

one week ago from a couple 

weeks abroad. We were shocked 

to discover that our hay crop was 

tallying ¼ to 1/3 of normal!  Even 

though I can’t speak for our  

ancestors on this ranch, this is an 

all-time low for the 35 year tenure 

of this generation.  At the same 

time, the higher summer range is 

still green and those pastures are 

holding up well and livestock is 

thriving. 

All of a sudden the impor-

tance of drought planning 

came sharply into focus. 

On the hay side of things, 

I can’t say we have done 

all that well.  If we had, we 

would have had at least ½ 

years production in    

reserves. We don’t so we’ll 

be buying hay.  On the 

other hand, on the cow 

side, operational changes we have 

made plus range management 

applied over the past couple of 

decades might save our bacon. 

Several years ago we lowered our 

cow numbers modestly and 

moved calving into June.  Instead 

of selling calves in October we 

began keeping them for another 

year to sell as yearlings. Now with 

disastrous hay production, we can 

sell calves at weaning instead of 

pasturing them for another year 

and as a result focus our drought 

challenged resources on preserv-

ing the cow herd.  We will need 

to buy some hay, and will no 

doubt prune the mother cows a 

bit, but will be able to preserve 

the integrity of the cow herd.  We 

hate to go deeply into the cows 

since we have been working real 

hard to produce cows able to get 

by with fewer inputs. 

Our summer range is holding up 

quite well in spite of the drought.  

I am thinking that in some small 

way strictly applied Rest-Rotation-

Grazing is somewhat responsible.   

Rest-Rotation has measurably 

improved range conditions, 

forage quality, and definitely 

plant vigor.  It is all about 

maximizing energy flow to the 

plant roots and enhancing plant 

vigor. Healthy roots are able to 

store nutrients enabling the 

plants to thrive in spite of the 

drought.  Rest-Rotation served us 

well for about 30 years. 

We are now building upon the 

strong foundation of Rest-

Rotation and transitioning to a 

management plan including 

higher density stocking with 

shorter grazing periods and 

leaving more plant residue in 

each pasture. We  actively moni-

tor as an early warning system in 

case we begin to stray off track.   

 Monitoring is also helping us 

identify weak links and establish 

trends.  Our monitoring includes 

evaluation of energy flow, 

water cycle, mineral cycle, 

and level of plant succes-

sion.   

GLCI is currently working 

on an electronic record 

keeping “APP”.  It is 

intended to streamline the 

onerous task of livestock 

planning, keeping records 

by pasture and by manage-

ment group, and retrieval of past 

years data either by pasture or 

management group.  We also 

intend to accommodate the inclu-

sion of rainfall records and pas-

ture  monitoring input.  This 

project is in the final planning 

stage with hopes to move forward 

in the near future. 
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 Know What These Heat -Related Terms Mean   (provided by the Red Cross)    

 

Heat Wave: More than 48 hours of high heat (90°F or higher) and high humidity (80 
percent relative humidity or higher) are expected. 

Heat Index: A number in degrees Fahrenheit that tells how hot it really feels with the 
heat and humidity. Exposure to full sunshine can increase the heat index by 15°F. 

Heat Cramps: Heat cramps are muscular pains and spasms due to heavy exertion. They usually 
involve the abdominal muscles or the legs. It is generally thought that the loss of water and salt from 
heavy sweating causes the cramps. 

Heat Exhaustion: Heat exhaustion is less dangerous than heat stroke. It typically occurs when people 
exercise heavily or work in a warm, humid place where body fluids are lost through heavy sweating. 
Fluid loss causes blood flow to decrease in the vital organs, resulting in a form of shock. With heat  
exhaustion, sweat does not evaporate as it should, possibly because of high humidity or too many layers 
of clothing. As a result, the body is not cooled properly. Signals include cool, moist, pale, flushed or red 
skin; heavy sweating; headache; nausea or vomiting; dizziness; and exhaustion. Body temperature will 
be near normal. 

Heat Stroke: Also known as sunstroke, heat stroke is life-threatening. The victim's temperature control 
system, which produces sweating to cool the body, stops working. The body temperature can rise so 
high that brain damage and death may result if the body is not cooled quickly. Signals include hot, red 
and dry skin; changes in consciousness; rapid, weak pulse; and rapid, shallow breathing. Body 
temperature can be very high--sometimes as high as 105°F. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Contact: John Peterson, jwpeterson@cox.net, Ph: 730-505-1782 or  Monti Golla, grazinglands@verison.com, Ph: 979-777-9779 

The Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) applauds the Congressional House and Senate Agriculture Committees for their 

commitment to conservation. 

Burke, VA, July 18, 2012. The Grazing 

Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) ap-

plaud leaders of both the federal Senate and 

House Agriculture Committees for recog-

nizing the significant value of conservation 

in supporting America’s long-term environ-

mental and economic stability. In language 

released in both their versions of the 2012 

Farm Bill, the leadership in both political 

parties demonstrated strong bipartisan sup-

port for locally-led soil and water conserva-

tion efforts. 

“We fully recognize the need to get our 

nation’s financial house in order, and we 

understand that means cuts in federal pro-

grams,” said GLCI National Chairman Bob 

Drake of Davis, OK. “We are very pleased 

that the federal committee leadership has 

developed a balanced plan that recognizes 

the critical value of local leadership at the 

landscape scale. The two Farm Bills pro-

pose about a 10% cut over 10 years, ap-

proximately $6 billion, to Farm Bill Title II 

Conservation Programs (the Farm Bill has 

11 titles). That is more than the ill-fated 

super-committee proposed in 2011, and 

even more than what the agriculture share of 

the federal budget represents, about 2%. 

GLCI hopes other aspects of society bear 

their fair share of the federal budget cuts, as 

agriculture and conservation have demon-

strated they will do.” 

“Investing in conservation simply makes 

sense,” Drake continued. “Not only do Farm 

Bill conservation programs play a key role 

in supporting clean water, air, and healthy, 

productive soils, they also help producers 

avoid unnecessary regulation, and support 

our nation’s long-term economic and food 

security.  As we face increased pressure to 

produce food, feed, fuel, and fiber for a 

growing population, we simply cannot af-

ford not to invest in natural resource conser-

vation.” The federal Farm Bills have always 

had strong bipartisan support 

GLCI’s members in every state appreciate 

their opportunity to provide input throughout 

the legislative process. Specifically they are 

pleased to see bill language that: 1) protects 

critical conservation program funding, and 2) 

supports program consolidation for increased 

efficiency and ease of use for producers. LICA 

has always supported locally-led, voluntary 

incentives-based approaches to conservation 

delivery through our nations Soil & Water   

Conservation Districts. 
Since 1991, members of the Grazing Lands 

Conservation Initiative in every state have 

paved the way for our country’s growth and 

expansion. They have concentrated on scien-

tific grazing lands technical assistance, and 

research and education. For more information 

about GLCI, visit: www.glci.org 
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