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NRCS and Choctaw Nation Partner to “Kick-off”
American Indian Heritage Month

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recognizes and
celebrates the many different cultures to which we have the oppor-
tunity to offer our services and programs to; including American In-
dians. This year NRCS partnered with the Choctaw Nation to “kick-
off” American Indian Heritage month on November 9, 2012, at the
Choctaw Nation Headquarters. The celebration featured an auto-
graph signing of the NRCS 2012 American Indian Heritage poster.
This year’s winner of the poster contest was Choctaw member,
Kathy Sturch. The title of the poster is “Our Past, Present, and Fu-
ture” with the theme being "Tell me and I'll forget. Show me and I
may not remember. Involve me and I'll understand.” “Having the
Choctaw Nation host the autograph signing to kick-off American In-
dian Heritage month was a honor,” stated Dr. Crouch, National Al/
AN SEPM. Representing NRCS were; Ann Colyer, Valerie Hannon,
NRCS State Conservationist, Ron Hilliard, Cambra Fields, Okla-
homa AI/AN SEPM and Dr. Crouch. Two signing took place; Choc-
taw Nation Headquarters and Choctaw Nation Community Center
in Durant, Oklahoma. ;

Left to Right:
Ron Hilliard, NRCS
Kathy Sturch, Choctaw Artist
Cambra Fields, NRCS

The Creation of American Indian Heritage Month: Did you Know

What started at the turn of the century as an effort to gain a day of recognition for
the significant contributions the first Americans made to the establishment and
growth of the U.S. has resulted in a whole month being designated for that purpose.

The first American Indian Day in a state was declared on the second Saturday in May
1916 by the governor of N.Y. Several states celebrate the fourth Friday in September.
In Illinois, for example, legislators enacted such a day in 1919. Presently, several
states have designated Columbus Day as Native American Day, but it continues to be
a day we observe without any recognition as a national legal holiday. In 1990 Presi-
dent George H. W. Bush approved a joint resolution designating November 1990

"National American Indian Heritage Month." Similar proclamations have been issued
each year since 1994.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Ecological Sciences Review - submitted by Steve Glasgow

Ecological Sciences welcomes new Staff Member

... Mike Sams

Mike is a native Oklahoman. He grew up in Seminole County.

Mike received a B.S. and an M.S. from Oklahoma State University. His thesis study was
on white-tailed deer demographic, physiologic and immune response to overpopulation.
After completing his masters, he worked for the University of Arkansas-Monticello coordi-
nating data collection on breeding bird populations and habitat associations within the
Ouachita National Forest. After one year with UA-Monticello, he was hired by the Okla-
homa Department of Wildlife Conservation (ODWC) and worked for ODWC for 16 plus
years. During his employment with ODWC, he worked as Biologist over two Wildlife
Management Areas in southeast Oklahoma and as the Upland Game Biologist. As the
Upland Game Biologist he had the opportunity to work with NRCS in establishing local
emphasis areas for quail habitat restoration under EQIP. For the past six years he served
as ODWC’s Private Lands Biologist working cooperatively with NRCS, FSA and FWS on
issues related to upland wildlife habitat management and he administered ODWC’s Wild-

life Habitat Improvement program.

Mike will continue his work on issues related to wildlife as the new Biologist on the ECS
staff in the Stillwater State Office. He will provide technical support for Fish and Wildlife

conservation matters for NRCS programs within the state.
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Engineering Review - submitted by Chris Stoner

2012 Engineer of the Year Award

Charlie Colvin, Resource Engineer at the Clinton Technical Service Office was recently named the Oklahoma
NRCS Engineer of the Year for 2012. Chris Stoner, State Conservation Engineer, presented Mr. Colvin with
the honor at the Resource Engineers Meeting on November 7. He received an engraved white marble paper-
weight in the shape of Oklahoma and his name was also added to a plaque that is displayed just outside of
Mr. Stoner’s office door.

The Oklahoma NRCS Engineer of the Year is selected by Oklahoma NRCS State Office engineering staff
based on engineering leadership, work load, quality of work and character. Mr. Colvin and his staff provide
engineering leadership and technical assistance to 12 counties in southwest Oklahoma. These 12 counties
require a wide range of knowledge in erosion control, water conservation, agricultural waste management
and watershed operations.

Mr. Colvin has been very busy addressing erosion control following recent construction activities on 4 flood
water retarding structures. He has also provided quality engineering technical and design assistance to the
Anadarko Field Service Center on the Sugar Creek Watershed to address significant soil erosion and flood
prevention infrastructure damage that occurred during Tropical Storm Erin in 2007.

Charlie Colvin, Resource Engineer

New Project Engineer at Stillwater Watershed Office

Brian Dillard has been selected for the Project Engineer posi-
tion for the Stillwater Watershed Office effective November
4, 2012. Brian began his career with the NRCS in June 2006
in Lubbock, TX. Prior to working full time for the NRCS, he
graduated in May 2006 from Oklahoma State University
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biosystems and Agricul-

tural Engineering, along with a minor in Soil Science. While
attending college Brian interned three summers with the

USDA-NRCS at Gainesville, Sulphur Springs, and Lubbock.
In August 2009, Brian transferred to Oklahoma as a Design
Engineer on the State Design Staff and has been in that ca-
pacity since. He is married to his wife Cheryl and they have

one son, Tad, who is 15 months old.
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Water Resources Review - submitted by Bill Porter

Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 10-17-12

Dam No. County Conservation District Status
In Planning
15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD Estimated completion 12-1-12

Planning Completed - Awaiting Design

32 Sequoyah  Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
In Design
15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending
11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 8-15-13
5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 9-15-13
™ Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 9-15-14
16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 10-15-13
3 Washita Deer Creek CD
62 Noble Noble County CD
29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD

Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction

54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights
34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending

10 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated start 4-1-13
1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated start 4-1-13
28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD

30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD

Under Construction

2M Coal Coal County CD Estimated completion 2-1-13
26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated completion 4-15-13
34 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD Estimated completion 2-15-13 *ARRA

Rehabilitation Completed
16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD

14 Dewey Dewey County CD
18 Johnston Johnston County CD
1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD
6 Washita Washita County CD
12,17A  Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
2 Washita Deer Creek CD
15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD
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Water Resources cont...

Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 10-17-12

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status
Rehabilitation Completed
Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole  Seminole County CD
Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD
Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD *ARRA
Sugar Creek L-43 Caddo West Caddo County CD *ARRA
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD *ARRA
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc  Pontotoc County CD
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher Kingfisher County CD Decommission *ARRA
Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD
Upper Clear Boggy 33 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD *ARRA
Sugar Creek L-44 Caddo South Caddo County *ARRA
CD

*American Recovery
Reinvestment Act

Zone 1 Review - submitted by Lanny Miller

OKLAHOMA COUNTY - OKC Field Service Center

Becky Inmon District Secretary, Don Bartolina District Manager and Grayson Fields NRCS Conser-
vation Technician participated in the district sponsored Natural Resource Day with Sunset Elemen-
tary on October 17, 2012, at the Lake Arcadia Education area. There were 100 fifth grade students
that participated. Stations were set up for activities for Project Wet, Project Wild, Forestry and Fish-
ing. Also involved was Jeri Irby, the new environmental education staff member for the Forestry De-
partment. She used a new program with the students and implemented some Project Learning Tree
materials. Volunteers from the Wildlife Department assisted with the fishing clinic and volunteer
John Samuel led students in the Project WILD activity.

Students took home Project WET materials and the journals they made during the forestry session.

Don Bartolina Red hat!
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Zone 1 Review cont.....

CANADIAN COUNTY - El Reno Field Service Center

On October 24, East Canadian County Conservation District (ECCCD) and Canadian County NRCS
teamed up with the State and Federal wildlife services to remove and relocate prairie dogs from a
flood control site spillway within Canadian County to the Washita Wildlife refuge in Butler, Okla-
homa. The prairie dogs had not yet reached the back toe of the dam, but were quickly approaching it
and needed to be removed. ECCCD District Manager, Erica Armstrong, contacted ODWC Biologist,
Larry Wiemers, who made a site visit and provided several recommendations and options. Arm-
strong then contacted Amber Zimmerman, Manager of the Washita National Wildlife Refuge, who
expressed an interest in relocating the prairie dogs to the refuge. With that, Armstrong and Zimmer-
man made a plan to relocate all the prairie dogs to their wildlife refuge in Butler, Oklahoma.

Staff from the Washita National Wildlife refuge as well as the Wichita Mountain National Wildlife
refuge banded together to help foam out the prairie dogs from their homes. The two teams, along
with Wiemers, Armstrong and NRCS field staff worked from 10 AM to 7 PM to capture 58 prairie
dogs from the site. The process was interesting as Wildlife Biologists used fire trucks with foaming
nozzles to pump foam into the holes, forcing the prairie dogs out where they could be captured by
hand and put into cages.

After the capture they were transported to the Washita Wildlife Refuge in Butler, OK and released
on Friday, October 26th, 2012. Armstrong attended the release and reported back that all 58 dogs
where alive and made it to their new homes. Our efforts were a success and we are happy to report
that they’re doing well in their new environment. Another example of working with our partners in
conservation to preserve our Natural Resources.

ODWC Biologist Larry Weimers and Washita Wildlife Refuge
manager Amber Zimmerman transport captured Prairie dogs to a
holding trailer

Wildlife Biologists from the Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge use
fire hose foamers to force Prairie dogs out of their holes

Noodling for prairie dogs - Wildlife Biolo-

gist TJ Lowder reaches into the foam for a

prairie dog that temporarily emerged then
returned into the hole
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Zone 3 Review - submitted by Stacy Riley

Cleveland, Garvin, and McClain NRCS Participate at Fall Cattle Conference

On October 24th, Cattle Producer’s Associations from
Cleveland, Garvin and McClain Counties conducted
their bi-annual Fall Cattle Conference in Wayne, OK.
62 cattlemen and women learned about the following
topics: Cattle Market Update; Marshall Wheat Re-
search; Nitrates and Prussic Poisoning; Weather In-
surance; Cow/Cattle Operations and Herd Health.
The OSU extension offices from all three counties
helped organize the event. Brandon Chandler and
Carol Crouch represented NRCS with a display booth
and provided information about NRCS programs/
services and State cost-share programs. The produc-
ers received numerous fliers and brochures, including
the USDA Claims Process for Hispanic and Women
Farmers.

NRCS Partners with American Indian Science and Engineering Society (AISES) to

Reach American Indian Students Pursuing Careers in STEM

The NRCS recruiting cadre achieved tremendous recruitment success for the Agency at the 34t an-
nual American Indian Science and Engineering Society (AISES) conference. The AISES conference
was held in Anchorage, Alaska on November 1 through November 3, 2012. This year’s conference
theme was Adaptability. NRCS participated as a Lapis sponsor for the conference. Robert Jones,
Alaska State Conservationist and NRCS cadre members, received the NRCS recognition award for
the Agency at the AISES Gemstone Reception. NRCS was also recognized and honored for their
sponsorship during the conference Opening Ceremonies, Closing Ceremonies and Honor Banquet.
This conference attracted over 2,918 attendees, college students from 173 Tribal Colleges and Uni-
versities from across the Nation and 116 high school students. NRCS provided the Nation’s bright-
est and finest American Indian and Alaska Native college students with information on the new
Pathways opportunities. Cadre members handed out 300 of the NRCS 2012 American Indian/
Alaska Native (AI/AN) Heritage posters and Pathway flyers.

NRCS cadre members; Nathaniel Todea, Dr. Carol Crouch, Rose Webb, David Elliott, Levi Montoya
and Seanna Sparks presented two professional and student concurrent sessions on November 3.

——
Explore Emplo

= IN THE NATURAL RESOY

Oq,

. ‘ Be aConvervationist
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Zone 4 Review submitted by Jamey Wood
HASKELL COUNTY - Stigler Field Service Center

On November 8 the Stigler NRCS assisted the Haskell County Conservation District conduct its 31st
Annual Bankers Conservation Awards Program. There were 100 in attendance, including Ron
Hilliard, NRCS State Conservationist, at the event held in the Stigler Kiamichi Technology Center.
Conservation award plaques were presented to three conservation district cooperators for out-
standing accomplishments in performing conservation activities. Awards were also presented to first
place winners of Haskell County youth poster, speech, and essay contests. Pictured below is a photo
of attendees enjoying a delicious Mexicana meal before the awards presentations.

LeFLORE COUNTY - Poteau Field Service Center

The Southeast Oklahoma Women and Hispanic Ag Conference was held at the Choctaw Cen-
ter in Poteau on November 5. The meeting, put together through the partnership between LeFlore
County FSA, NRCS, and the Conservation District, was well attended with speakers presenting on
Forage Recovery after Drought (Dr. Daren Redfearn - OSU), Risk Management/Crop Insurance Pro-
grams (Debra Bouziden, State Director, Risk Management), Rural Development Programs (Ryan
McMullen, State Director, Rural Development), and the Women and Hispanic Claims Process (Ryan
McMullen, State Director, Rural Development).

Raul “Ray” Hinojosa discussing programs and vari-
ous grasses with a Laotian producer

Monte Anderson, CED, FSA introducing speakers
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Zone 4 Review cont.....

MCCURTAIN COUNTY - Idabel Field Service Center

Clouds of white smoke filled the November sky as a successful prescribed burn took place in
southern McCurtain County. USDA Natural Resources Conservations Service (NRCS) employ-
ees, combined with Oklahoma Department of Wildlife (ODWC) employees helped landowner,
Mr. Merrill Harkey of Idabel, conduct the prescribed burn to prepare the site for tree planting
and construction of WRP practices. The burn was part of an overall conservation plan to de-
velop the 200 acre WRP site. Eight (8) NRCS and three (3) ODWC employees took part in the
all day effort. “The burn was very successful in removing the
unwanted vegetation and at the same time served as a great
training event for our NRCS employees” said John Mustain,
NRCS State Forester. The landowner was very impressed
with the professionalism and skills of the NRCS/ODWC staff
in conducting the burn. “I really appreciate the willingness of
the Oklahoma NRCS employees to come and help out with the
burn” said Scott Pace District Conservationist, Idabel NRCS.

Durant Soil Conservation-
ist, Jordan Green assists
backfire lighting

Outreach Review - submitted by Gilbert Guerrero

Inaugural Chili Cookoff

There was a great turnout for the Inaugural USDA chili cookoff for the CFC campaign. There was a total of 9
contestants and 10 different Chili’s to sample. The winner was Shelly Bilderback, Outreach FSA. Connie Fitz-
patrick, NRCS received 2nd place and Kenny Hitch, NRCS was the 3rd place winner. The auction was very
entertaining with great items up for action! Homemade pies, baked by Sharla Goforth, NRCS, handmade and
fabric dyed scarfs make by Becky Hickman, NRCS and many other items. Thanks to Janette Jensen, NRCS, for
bringing ice cream. Overall $869 was raised for The Wings of Hope in Stillwater.

Auctioneers! Greg Scott and Tom Lucas,

NRCS

Chili Sampling

Terry Kinzie, NRCS, Duck
Chili!!




	On October 24th, Cattle Producer’s Associations from Cleveland, Garvin and McClain Counties conducted their bi-annual Fall Cattle Conference in Wayne, OK.   62 cattlemen and women learned about the following topics: Cattle Market Update; Marshall Wheat Research; Nitrates and Prussic Poisoning; Weather Insurance; Cow/Cattle Operations and Herd Health.  The OSU extension offices from all three counties helped organize the event.  Brandon Chandler and Carol Crouch represented NRCS with a display booth and provided information about NRCS programs/services and State cost-share programs.   The producers received numerous fliers and brochures, including the USDA Claims Process for Hispanic and Women Farmers. 
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