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Visit to Caney Coon Creek No. 2

Caney Coon Creek Watershed, Site No. 2 is the municipal water supply for the City of Coalgate.
NRCS is currently rehabilitating this site with the installation of a new principal spillway pipe,
inlet tower and a roller compacted concrete (RCC) overtopping auxiliary spillway. The project
should be completed in the early spring 2013 at a total cost of $4.7 million. URS out of Denver
Colorado designed this structure and the contractor is Wynn Construction Company out of Okla-
homa City. Our sponsor is the City of Coalgate. This is a locally awarded contract handled by
the State of Oklahoma.

Roller compacted concrete is a low water content, no slump concrete that is mixed on site, spread
with a dozer and compacted with smooth steel rollers. It’s not a new product and using it to con-
struct an auxiliary spillway has been done before but is not widespread. This is the second such
structure in Oklahoma.

February 5th the site was visited by several USDA employees working in the design and con-
struction of RCC structures. Four engineers from the NRCS National Design, Construction and
Soil Mechanics Center (Dennis Clute, Construction Engineer; Tom Brown, Design Engineer;
Phuc Vu, Design Engineer and David Williams, Design Engineer)and Brad Benson, State Con-
struction Engineer from North Dakota visited as a group. Sherry Hunt, Acting Research Leader
and Kem Kadavy, Agricultural Engineer from the ARS Hydraulic Engineering Research Unit
and several Oklahoma NRCS employees attended.

One of the primary reasons for the visit was to allow Mr. Benson from North Dakota an oppor-
tunity to see this type of work in person. This May they will begin construction of a similar pro-
ject in North Dakota, Renwick Dam Project.

Caney Coon Creek Watershed, Site No. 2
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NRCS, OTCAC and the Choctaw Nation Partner with Pittsburg County USDA Service Cen-
ter to hold Conservation Workshop & USDA Farm Bill Programs Informational Outreach
Meeting

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council
(OTCAC) and Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma partnered with Pittsburg County Conservation District and
USDA partners to sponsor a conservation workshop that provided Oklahoma Tribes, tribal members and
local producers valuable information regarding the following conservation topics; Drought Management for
Pasture; presented by Brian Pugh, OSU Extension and Water Rights Issues in Oklahoma; presented by Pen-
nie Embry. USDA Programs information and funding opportunities were presented by the following agen-
cies and staff; NRCS, Tim Jones; Farm Service Agency (FSA), Cari Titsworth and JT Bain; USDA Rural De-
velopment (RD), Chris DeFreese; USDA Risk Management, Debra Bouziden, National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service, Wil Hundl and the Pittsburg Conservation District, Bradley Hamilton. Providing the welcome
for the workshop were; Jamey Wood, NRCS Assistance State Conservationist; Art Muller, Oklahoma Tribal
Conservation Advisory Council; Jack Hicks, Choctaw Nation Farm and Ranch Director for the Choctaw Na-
tion and facilitating the workshop was Carol Crouch, NRCS National American Indian and Alaska Native
Special Emphasis Program Manager and District Conservationist in McClain County. The workshop was
held on Thursday, February 7, 2013 from 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM. The workshop was hosted by the Choctaw
Nation at their Choctaw Nation Community center in McAlester, Oklahoma. According to Tim Jones,
NRCS District Conservationist for Pittsburg County, “The conservation meeting was designed not only to
provide producers with information about conservation programs available, but a workshop on conservation
issues that our producers and communities are dealing with today.” All attendees received information on
the USDA Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Resolution process.

The conservation workshop
was a huge success with
over 150 in attendance
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USDA NRCS OUTREACH MEETING HELD AT TATUMS

Lovie Carter, Langston University outreach specialist collaborated with the town of Tatums to hold an out-
reach meeting. The meeting was held in Tatum’s City Hall on December 14, 2012 at 6:00 pm. The primary
purpose of the meeting was to enhance NRCS outreach efforts to reach out to small socially disadvantaged
communities and agricultural producers. About 20 participants attended the meeting and were mostly from
Carter, Murray and Garvin counties. Many small producers in these counties are not fully aware of the nu-
merous opportunities USDA’s programs have to offer. Mr. Jami McVeigh of NRCS discussed the USDA pro-
grams and answered questions. The audience was quite receptive.

Ms. Carter believes that by strengthening USDA’s outreach activities the viability and profitability of small,
beginning and disadvantaged farmers and ranchers will be improved.

Jami McVeigh visits with customers
about NRCS programs and services

The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council was Honored as Conservationist of the
Year by NRCS at Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts Annual Conference

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recognized the
Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council (OTCAC) for their
contributions as a conservation partner by awarding them the 2012
NRCS Conservationist of the Year award at the Oklahoma Association
of Conservation Districts (OACD) Annual Conference, on February 24,
2013. The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council and its
board members has been a vital partner to NRCS in carrying out the
agency's mission to provide USDA technical leadership, assistance and
program awareness to help agriculture producers to conserve, improve
and sustain our natural resources. The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation
Advisory Council board members include; Mr. Art Muller, Mr. Darrel
Dominick, Mr. Ben Pollard, Mr. Clay Pope and Mr. PJ Workman.
These individuals have gone beyond their regular duties and responsi-
bilities to serve as volunteer board members for OTCAC. OTCAC has a
mission to promote the conservation and preservation of natural re-
sources (Mother Earth) on private and American Indian land. OTCAC
has provided assistance to federal and state agencies to educate and

Acting State Conservationist, John
Mueller, presented the 2012 NRCS

inform agriculture producers, Indian land owners, tribes, and under- o
Conservationist of the Year award to

served populations of funding available to control the destiny of their

ecosystems including soil, air, lands, water, flora, fauna and cultural Art Muller, Oklahoma Ttibal Con-
sustainability. Over the past year OTCAC has organized, facilitated, servation Advisory Council board
sponsored and been involved in the delivery of 33 outreach meetings to member and treasurer.

agriculture producers across the state of Oklahoma. These meetings
have included hands on conservation workshops, on farm demonstra-

tions, Farm Bill program information, conservation workshops on Soil
Health, drought impacts on forage and livestock, prescribed burn
training and methods to control invasive species.




Februarg 2013 Fartnerslﬁip Repor’c

Fage 5

/one 1 Review

Blaine County Conservation District and
Watonga NRCS FSC welcomes its newest team
member, Gena Thionett. Gena started Decem-
ber 17th as the District Secretary. She and her
family are new to Western Oklahoma but have
made the transition smoothly. Please help us
welcome her to Watonga and the Conservation
Community.

KAY COUNTY - Newkirk Field Service Center

In January we welcomed Josh McNeff to
Newkirk as the new Soil Conservation
Technician. Josh joins our NRCS family
after completing his one year internship
with the Oklahoma Conservation Commis-
sion in El Reno where he served as the Soil
Conservation Technician.
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OKLAHOMA COUNTY - Oklahoma City Field Service Center

Oklahoma County District Conservationist, Rod Shaw set up the USDA booth and spoke at
the Farmers Market and Plasticulture Conference at the Moore Norman Technology Center
in Oklahoma City February 9th. There were approximately 230 participants and 20 vendors
that spent the day promoting and sharing ideas on various crops and marketing strategies.
Mr. Shaw provided information concerning USDA program availability and cost share pro-
grams such as the High Tunnel Hoop houses.

United States
Department
of Agriculture

Oklahoma County District Conservationist,
Rod Shaw

Texas County Conservation District and
NRCS sponsored an information booth at
the annual Panhandle Ag Appreciation
Day on January 24, 2013. Conservation
District and NRCS staff was available to
discuss conservation issues with at-
tendees. Numerous speakers provided in-
formation throughout the day with
awards and scholarships presented dur-
ing the free lunch. The 2012 Outstanding
District Cooperator Award was presented
to Jerry and Linda Lunsford.
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CRAIG COUNTY - Vinita Field Service Center

On Tuesday February 12th the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), OSU Extension Service and the
Craig County Conservation District (CCCD) held an outreach seminar at the Craig County fairgrounds in Vini-
ta. It provided conservation program information to assist Craig County land managers with managing their
farms and ranches during the drought. Brian Pugh OSU extension service NE area Agronomist gave a presenta-
tion on drought preparedness and what to do during and after a drought. Erik Friend, local District Conserva-
tionist provided information on conservation programs and services provided by NRCS. Flyers and handouts
were placed at 42 locations in Craig County. The meeting was announced on KITO radio. There were over 20 in
attendance enticed by the biscuits and gravy breakfast prepared by the local FFA and provided by the Craig
County Conservation District.

DELAWARE COUNTY - Jay Field Service Center

An outreach meeting titled "Tools to Increase Money and
Efficiency" was held 2/12/13 at the NE Vo Tech center in
Kansas, Oklahoma from 6:00 to 8:30PM. The meeting was
open to all, but targeted socially disadvantaged producers,

NRCS District Con-
servationist Michael
Ramming, Jay FSC

specifically South East Asian poultry producers. Shane
Twyr was on hand to translate/interpret and a presentation

was given by Nalee Yang, Coordinator of Hmong National

Development Inc. There was information shared by Farm
Service Agency, NRCS Arkansas and Oklahoma, Oklahoma
Farmers and Ranchers Association among others. The meet-
ing was sponsered by USDA Office of Advocacy and Out-
reach, FSA, NRCS, Winrock International, and Poultry
Partners Inc.
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GARVIN COUNTY - Pauls Valley Field Service Center

The Garvin County Conservation District recently held their annual Meet & Greet with the focus on No-Till.
Steve Alspach, NRCS Soil Scientist, demonstrating with a rain fall simulator, showed the audience how much
nutrients and moisture can be lost using traditional tilling practices, as opposed to No-Till. Randy Taylor,
OSU Extension Engineer, also spoke to the audience on No-Till Farming. Brandon Chandler, District Conser-
vationist and Mike Lee, County Executive Director, talked about USDA Programs and ECP. Mike Johnson, of
DuPont Chemicals, spoke on weed control. Trey Lam, Chairman of the Garvin Conservation District Board of
Directors, discussed practices covered by the State Cost-Share Program. Sponsoring the meal were Pro-Ag Ser-
vices and DuPont Chemicals. Around 60 producers were in attendance.

Steve Alspach, NRCS Soil
Scientist, demonstrating with
a rain fall simulator

MCCLAIN COUNTY - Purecell Field Service Center

NRCS and McClain County Conservation District Partner to Implement Conservation Practices to
Address Drought Issues in McClain County

The current drought in Oklahoma is having a dam-
aging impact on crop and livestock producers.
Drought can have a negative impact on the health
of cattle, especially if they are not in great condition
to begin with. The McClain county conservation
district decided to utilize their cost share dollars to
assist landowners who needed water for their live-
stock. Matt Irby, NRCS Soil Conservation Techni-
cian, and District Conservationist, Carol Crouch;

partnered with the conservation district to conduct-

ed resources inventories for the McClain County
state cost share applications. Matt Irby has assist- Matt Irby, NRCS Soil Consetvation Technician

ed landowners who were approved for state cost assisted landowners with implementing water wells;
one with pump and one with solar panels

share to design and implement water wells for live-

stock water.
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COAL COUNTY - Coalgate Field Service Center
Coalgate City Lake Rehabilitation Project Nears Completion

Caney Coon Watershed No 2

The contractor has been installing the roller com-
pacted concrete spillway on the Coalgate City
Lake Rehabilitation Project. The top picture
shows the fresh concrete being rolled into place.

This picture shows the concrete being
mixed at the pug mill. The project
should be completed in April.

MCINTOSH COUNTY - Eufaula Field Service Center

The Eufaula NRCS had an outreach meeting on February 21, 2013 at the Eufaula Fairgrounds in
Eufaula OK at 6:30pm. The meeting was titled FINDING OUT ABOUT THE FARM AGENCIES
and there were 20 people in attendance. The agencies in attendance were Farm Service Agency
from McAlester (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service in Eufaula (NRCS), Oklahoma
Cooperative Extension Service in Eufaula, Rural Development and Farm Credit Services of East
Central Oklahoma. The weather was less than cooperative because it snowed the day before and
it was raining the night of the meeting. However the participants were very attentive and asked
several questions during the meeting.
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HUGHES COUNTY - Holdenville Field Service Center

The NRCS Holdenville Field Office recently welcomed Julie Norem to
its staff. Julie transferred from Hiawatha, Kansas where she had
worked since October 2008. Before that, she had worked at the Hays,
Kansas Field Office. Julie attended Haskell Indian Nations University
of Lawrence, Kansas where she gained a degree in Environmental Sci-
ence. She was born in Okmulgee, Oklahoma and attended High School
at Preston, Oklahoma where she graduated in 1988. Julie is married to
Grant Norem and they have two children, Garrett and Natalie. Julie is
currently serving as Acting District Conservationist in the absence of
long time District Conservationist Brent Reavis who recently trans-
ferred to the McAlester Technical Service Office.

The Hughes County Conservation District used the Ok-
lahoma Blue Thumb EnviroScape model to demonstrate to
over 190 students and teachers at Calvin and Moss schools
how easily normal everyday activities add to non-point source
pollution. The students were able to actively participate by
applying the pollutants (colored water) themselves. They
watched as the pollutants began entering the water system.
The students then learned about best management practices
(BMPs) that would filter these pollutants before entering riv-
ers and streams.

Pictured is Andrea Jones, District Secretary for the Hughes County
Conservation District, assisting students with water pollution
demonstration.

LOVE COUNTY - Marietta Field Service Center

On February 4, 2013 Warren Sanders, District Conserva- oo Ll
tionist gave an update on Conservation Programs to the '
audience at the Early Spring Roundup. The event was
held at the Red River Livestock auction at Overbrook,
OK. The Early Spring Roundup is an annual event spon-
sored by OSU Cooperative Extension Service lasting
three consecutive Monday nights. Producers from Love,
Carter and Marshall Counties attend the event. Various
topics relating to the livestock industry are
presented during the event. There were 74
people in attendance. Jami McVeigh, Soil
Conservationist and Jerry Balch Soil Conser-
vation Technician assisted with handouts.
The Hispanic and Women’s Claim process
information was also available.
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