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The 75th Annual State Meeting of  the Oklahoma Association of  
Conservation Districts 

The 75th Annual State Meeting of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts (OACD) began on Sunday, February 24, and was scheduled to run until noon 
on Tuesday, February 26, but ended early due to impending weather.  More than 320 
initially registered for the meeting but by the Monday luncheon the crowd had dwin-
dled to 225.  However, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was 
able to present their Partnership Awards.  John Mueller, Acting State Conservation-
ist for NRCS Oklahoma and Gary O’Neill, Assistant State Conservationist for Oper-
ations presented four awards:  Conservation Educator, Standing in the Gap, Conser-
vation District Director and Conservationist of the Year.   

Conservation Educator was awarded to Susan Henning, Kay County Conservation District.  Susan con-
ducts classroom presentation in 13 schools in Oklahoma and coordinates a Natural Resource Day in construct-
ed Outdoor Classrooms behind the USDA Service Center in Kay County every year.  She works very hard to 
make sure that it is a positive educational experience for the children 
attending.  Susan also sends out Program Information to all Newspa-
pers in Kay County and develops News Articles to educate the public.  
Susan is a big help in the area of Education of the different Programs 
which is so important to spreading the word of Conservation. 

Susan Henning, Kay Co Conservation District receiving 
her award from John Mueller, Acting Oklahoma NRCS 

State Conservationist 
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Standing in the Gap was awarded to two recipients, Ed Crall, Oklahoma Conservation Commission and 
Andrew Qualls, Muskogee County Conservation District.   
Ed Crall, Caddo County Conservation District Project Coordinator was honored for his contributions in re-
storing the Sugar Creek Watershed.  Ed Crall has bridged the gap between NRCS, Landowners and Conser-
vation Districts and has made significant conservation progress through hard 
work and innovation.  Mr. Crall has worked hard to secure funding from the 
NRCS national office to support the priorities of the Conservation District 
and help farmers and ranchers address critical erosion concerns adjacent to 
streams.  Over $1.5 million of restoration work has taken place in the Sugar 
Creek Watershed. His work has resulted in the Oklahoma Conservation 
Commission and the NRCS being able to effectively supplement the initial 
efforts of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

Andrew Qualls, Muskogee County Conservation District Technician, has clearly been the role of the Standing 
in the Gap.  During the period the office was without a District Secretary, Andy continued to carry out his nor-
mal work tasks and stepped up to fill the gap in clerical duties.  Andy 
sent out more than 1000 quarterly newsletters to local producers who 
were very appreciative of being informed of the various programs and 
information available to them.  Andy also provides customer assistance 
by directing walk-ins to the appropriate agency or assisting them with 
Farm Bill contract management issues, such as contacting producers and 
advising them of the status of their conservation activities, obtaining 
signatures and general filing.  Andy also took the lead in Watershed Op-
eration and Maintenance by inspecting dams and addressing resource 
concerns throughout the year.  Not only does he address issues as they arise, he also conduct’s the annual in-
spections thoroughly and forwards unresolved issues to the applicable recipients.  Andy truly Stands in the Gap 
every day. 

Director of  the Year was awarded to Dean Graumann, Greer County Conservation District.  Dean has exercised 

his leadership skills to progress the conservation movement many different levels throughout the past year plus.  As a 
farmer/rancher, Dean is both an advocate and example of conservation through his persistant work in No-Till Farming.  
Many area farmers routinely call upon Dean to share information about the No-Till practices that he implements on his 
own land.  Dean has been actively involved with efforts throughout the area to advance the adoption of conservation 
friendly practices such as his key involvement with the Southern Plains Ag-
ricultural Resources Coalition (SPARC), which focuses on improving soil 
quality among its other key goals.  As a member of the Greer County Con-
servation District, Dean has been very active in developing and  imple-
menting conservation priorities, from localized issues such as outdoor 
classrooms to area wide issues such as the Lugert-Altus Watershed and Irri-
gation District.  Dean also played a very large role in getting the conserva-
tion message delivered to this area by raising funds and other critical re-
sources to deliver the presentation of the Ken Burns film “The Dust 
Bowl”.  Dean is a Conservation District Board Chairman, OACD Area IV 
Director and makes ample time to be involved with the day to day operations of the Mangum Field Office, mentoring and 
inspiring both Conservation District and NRCS staff.  
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Conservationist of  the Year was awarded to the Board Members of the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation 
Advisory Council.  These individuals have gone beyond their regualr duties and responsibilites to serve as vol-
unteer board member for OTCAC that has a mission to promote the conservation and preservation of natrual 
resources (Mother Earth) on Amercian Indian land through a process of exercising sovereign rights for Ameri-
can Indians.  Over the past year OTCAC has organized, facilitated, sponsored and actively been involved in the 
delivery of 33 outreach meetings that have provided the following information and training to agriculture pro-
ducers across the state of Oklahoma;  hands on conservation workshops, 
on farm demonstrations, Farm Bill programs, conservation days, conser-
vation workshops designed to meet the needs of all 39 Tribes of Oklaho-
ma and local producers, prescribed burn training and Agriculture Shows.  
OTCAC is truly a strong conservation partner to state and federal agen-
cies and tribes; however, their conservation efforts are not limited to agri-
culture producers, they have made huge contributions to our youth and 
communities in need.  Last year OTCAC sponsored the following; five 
scholarships to students seeking degrees in the field of environmental sciences and engineering, two science 
camps for two rural community schools, assisted three students to purchase college books and sponsored a 
free Thanksgiving dinner in a rural community.  The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory board members 
include:  Art Muller, Darrell Dominick, Ben Pollard, Clay Pope and PJ Workman.  Art Muller accepted the 
award for OTCAC. 

OUTREACH REVIEW 
The Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Council (OTCAC) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) partnered with the Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council  (WTCAC) and the Indian Na-
tions Conservation Alliance (INCA) held a multi-state Tribal, tribal member and producer conservation train-
ing and USDA programs workshop.  Other partners included; USDA Risk Management, USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), USDA Rural Development, USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), USDA Ani-
mal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) and US Fish & 
Wildlife Services (USFW). The workshop was held from March 4th through March 6th, 2013, at the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation (CPN) located at 1601 S. Gordon Cooper, in Shawnee Oklahoma. The meeting was held in 
the Citizen Potawatomi Nation Reunion Hall #1, on CPN tribal grounds with traditional opening and closing 
prayers being offered by Justin Neely, CPN and NRCS American Indian Alaskan Native Employee Association 
(AIANEA) Elder, Ted Herrera. 

The USDA program workshop focused on providing attendees valuable information on USDA programs to 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico and Montana tribes, tribal members and local producers.  USDA Programs 
information and funding opportunities were presented by the following agencies and staff; NRCS, Jamey 
Wood; FSA, Kevin Dale and Karl Nail; (RD), Ryan McMullen and Chris DeFreese; USDA Risk Management, 
Debra Bouziden; National Agricultural Statistics Service, Wil Hundl; OCC, Ben Pollard; US Fish and Wildlife, 
Terry Dupree and APHIS, Carl Etsitty.  

The workshop also provided the opportunity for USDA agencies and conservation partners to consult and 
collaborate with attendees regarding the delivery of USDA programs to producers.  An “open discussion” and 
“listening” session was held on March 5, 2013 to address any programs concerns or issues attendees may have 
with USDA programs. The following conservation leaders served as panelist for the session; NRCS, Acting 
State Conservationist, John Mueller; FSA, Kevin Dale; RD, State Director, Ryan  Mc Mullen;  OTCAC, Art 
Muller and Ben Pollard;  OCC State Director, Mike Thralls; APHIS, Blaine Powell and USFW, David Mar-
tinez. 
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OUTREACH REVIEW cont….. 
Valuable conservation training was provided to attendees on the following topics; information regarding the 
following conservation topics; Soil Health NRCS demonstration and rainfall simulator, presented by Andy 
Tucker and Jeremy Dennis; APHIS Role in Plant Protection, presented by Stuart W. Kuehn & Blaine Powell; 
APHIS Role in Wildlife Services, presented by Kevin Grant; APHIS Role Indian Country and APHIS Vet Services Live-
stock Traceability Final Rule, presented by Dr. Terry Clark; Importance of Tribes and Tribal Members Serving on Conserva-
tion District Boards, presented by Clay Pope, Executive Director,  Oklahoma Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts (OACD); Importance of Tribes and Tribal Members Serving on the NRCS State Technical Committee, presented by 
NRCS Acting State Conservationist, John Mueller; Prescribed Burning Opportunities for Tribes & Tribal Members, pre-
sented by Darrel Dominick (INCA);  Tribal Conservation District & Tribal Advisory Councils, presented by Randy 
Gilbertson (WTCAC) and NRCS Indigenous Stewardship Methods & NRCS Conservation Practices, presented by Dr. 
Carol Crouch (NRCS).     

According to NRCS  National American Indian and Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program Manager and  
NRCS OTCAC liaison, Dr. Carol Crouch, “The conservation training and USDA programs workshop was a 
huge success and beneficial for all producers and the representatives from  37 tribes.” 

Attendees had the rare opportunity to have a demonstra-
tion of the importance of Eagles to American Indian cul-
ture. The Comanche Tribe brought golden eagles to pro-
vide an understanding of the history, science and spirit of 

the eagle 

Attendees received soil health training 
from NRCS soil scientist, Jeremy Dennis 
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WATER RESOURCES REVIEW  
Status of  Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of  3-20-13 

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status   
 In Planning  

Little Washita  26 Caddo South Caddo CD Estimated completion 10-1-13  
      
 Planning Completed - Awaiting Design  
Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights  
Rock Creek  15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD   
 In Design  
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending  
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 12-15-13  
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 3-15-14  
Fourche Maline 7M Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 3-1-15  
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 3-1-15  
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD   
Sallisaw Creek  29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD   
      
 Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction  
Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights  
Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights  
Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending  
Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated start 5-1-13  
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated start 7-1-13  
Sallisaw Creek  28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD   
Sallisaw Creek  30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD   
      
 Under Construction  
Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD Estimated completion 5-1-13  
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated completion 6-1-13  
      
  Rehabilitation Completed   
Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD   
Mill Creek 18 Johnston Johnston County CD   
Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD   
Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County CD   
Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD   
Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD   
Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole Seminole County CD   
Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD   
Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD  *ARRA 
Sugar Creek  L-43 Caddo West Caddo County CD  *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD  *ARRA 
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD   
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD   
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher Kingfisher County CD Decommission *ARRA 
Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD   
Upper Clear Boggy  33 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD  *ARRA 
Sugar Creek  L-44 Caddo South Caddo County CD  *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy  34 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD  *ARRA 
    *American Recovery  
    Reinvestment Act  
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Zone 3 Review 

GRADY COUNTY—Chickasha Field Service Center 
The OSU Extension located in Chickasha, Ok is in the 
process of holding a multi- session informational pro-
gram called “Annies Project” for the wives of farmers 
& female farmers/ranchers in Grady & surrounding 
counties.  Kim Walker, District Conservationist of the 
Chickasha Field Office was included as a speaker dur-
ing the February 19 session & offered information on 
the more traditional conservation practices & enhance-
ments utilized in Grady County as well as technical & 
financial assistance offered through the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service.   

LEFLORE COUNTY 

Eastern Oklahoma Ag Trade Show 

The 7th Annual Eastern Oklahoma Ag Trade Show will be held again this year at the LeFlore County Fair-
grounds west of Poteau, just off Highway 271, Thursday, April 25, 2013.  

     Speakers will be on hand to discuss a variety of agricultural topics. The doors will be open to the public at 
9:00 am for visiting the exhibitor booths. The morning speaker sessions will begin at 9:30 am. Topics for the 
sessions include poultry education, horticulture, master cattleman, and alternative energy sources. 

   Over 20 exhibitors are expected to be on hand at the event. Display booths will range from ag chemicals, 
farm equipment and supplies, metal and fencing supplies to feed and seed dealers, lending institutions, and gov-
ernment services. Everyone is invited and welcome to attend.  

 This event is being sponsored by the Haskell, Latimer, LeFlore, and Sequoyah County and Talihina 
Conservation Districts, OSU Cooperative Extension Service, LeFlore County Cattlemen’s Association, Oklaho-
ma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Farm Service Agency, 
Farm Bureau, Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture, and OK Farms. 

a few pictures from last year’s trade show  

Zone 4 Review 
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