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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Gary O’Neill Named NRCS State Conservationist for Oklahoma

Engineering Review 2 Gary O’Neill, Ponca City native, has been named Oklaho-
ma State Conservationist for the USDA— Oklahoma Natu-
Outreach Review 92 ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Jason
Weller, acting NRCS Chief in Washington, D.C, made the
announcement April 11, 2013. He said that, “Gary O’Neill
Water Resources 3 is a long time NRCS employee with a distinguished career.
He has served this agency well in various positions in four
Zone 1 Review 5 states over the past 30 years. Most notably, in addition to
being Assistant State Conservationist in Oklahoma, he is
. also serving at the national level as the agency repre-
Zone 2 Review 6 sentative for the USDA Field to Market, Alliance for Sus-
. tainable Agriculture.” He added that, “O’Neill also served
Zone 3 Review 7 at the headquarters level as Acting National RC&D
) 3 (Resource Conservation & Development) Program Manag-
Zone 4 Review er in 2009 and 2010. He also served as Acting State Con-

servationist in Michigan in late 2011 and early 2012.”

O’Neill was raised on a dairy and small grains farm in Osage County. He graduated
from Oklahoma State University with a degree Agricultural Economics. He began his
career with NRCS in 1983 in Oklahoma as a watershed planner. Seven years later,
he moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where he served as State Economist on the Ecological Sciences staff. He was pro-
moted to Management Analyst on the Strategic Planning and Oversight and Evaluation Staff in the NRCS Midwest Region-
al Office in Madison, Wisconsin. After eight years in that position he returned to Oklahoma and has served as RC&D Pro-
gram Manager, State Administrative Officer, and currently Assistant State Conservationist for Operations.

O’Neill said, “I look forward to helping Oklahoma NRCS continue to be viewed as conservation leaders and working closely
with the partnerships that make this happen. NRCS has a critical mission in delivering conservation to Oklahoma farmers
and ranchers. Oklahoma has a rich conservation legacy that is the result of the efforts of dedicated employees, strong part-
nerships, and innovative leadership.” He also said, “Having been raised on a farm in Oklahoma, I have a great deal of passion
for assisting agricultural producers address their conservation and natural resource issues in a way that can be economically
viable. The Farm Bill programs that NRCS administers have proven to be a great vehicle for making this happen.”

The announcement brought praise and support from members of the Oklahoma Conservation Partnership and former NRCS
leaders. “The Oklahoma Conservation Commission enjoys an excellent working relationship with Gary,” said Mike Thralls,
OCC Executive Director. “We look forward to working with him as State Conservationist,” Thralls said.

Ron Hilliard, who retired as State Conservationist in January said that “Gary O’Neill is uniquely qualified to serve as State
Conservationist. He has great leadership ability and understands the importance of the Oklahoma Conservation Partnership
working together to put conservation on the land.”

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



April 2013 Partnership Report Page 2

Engineering Review

ENGINEERING: Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Workshop

Chris Stoner, State Conservation Engineer; Severo Cosyleon, Head of Design Staff; and Brian Dillard, Project
Engineer, attended the 2013 Abandoned Mine Land (AML) Workshop in Tulsa March 25-26, 2013. These indi-
viduals were invited to the workshop because of the involvement that NRCS has with the design and construc-
tion monitoring on current AML projects. Representatives from OCC, OCC-AML, NRCS, and the Office of Sur-
face Mining were present at the meeting. On the first day of the workshop, Chris, Severo, and Brian gave
presentations to the attendees on topics concerning the design and construction monitoring process and engi-
neering licensure. In addition, Mike Kastl gave status updates on recently completed, on-going, and future AML
projects and Henry Roye, with AML, provided a presentation on past and future AML Emergency Projects.

The second day consisted of a tour of six different AML projects that were in various stages, from construction
initiation to final completion. Seeing the varying stages allowed the attendees to understand the mine land rec-
lamation process from the beginning to the end. This meeting was very informative and allowed both the NRCS
and AML staff’s to come together to help grow and improve this new partnership between two agencies.
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Early stage of AML project on Northeastern State Completed “Bates-Fullerton” AML project located in
University property near Broken Arrow, OK Rogers County, Oklahoma

Outreach Review

USDA Agencies and OTCAC Partner with Kay & Noble Conservation Districts to hold the
2013 No-Till Conference & Tribal Training Workshop

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Risk Management Agency (RMA), the Farm Service
Agency (FSA), the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), Wheatland R C & D, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Extension Service, Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) and Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advi-
sory Council (OTCAC) partnered with the Kay and Noble County Conservation Districts to hold a no-till confer-
ence and tribal training workshop. The workshop was held on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 from 8:30 AM to 3:00
PM. The workshop was hosted by the Pioneer Technology Center, in Ponca City, Oklahoma. The workshop pro-
vided producers, tribes and tribal members with valuable information about no-till and its benefits, on on-site
tour, hands on demonstration of soil health and presentations by specialist on herbicide resistance, no-till and
Crop cover.
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Outreach Review cont....

Herbicide Resistance in Weeds was presented by Dr. Doug Shoup, Kansas Extension Specialist; producer, Ryan
Speer of Jacob Farms presented on No-Till and Cover Crops; NRCS soil scientist, Steve Alspach provided soil
health information during the on farm tour of the Otto Farm, conducted hands on demonstration of soil health
and the impact of rainfall on bare soils, crop covered soils and no-till. USDA Programs information and fund-
ing opportunities were presented by the following agencies and staff; NRCS, Rylan West and Rusty Peterson;
(FSA), Francie Tolle, State Director, and J. D. Elwood; (RD)State Director, Ryan McMullen; USDA Risk Man-
agement, Debra Bouziden, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Wil Hundl and Kay County OSU exten-
sion, Cori Woelk.

Providing the welcome for the workshop were; Garold DeWitt, Kay County Conservation District; NRCS Gary
O’Neill; OTCAC, Darrel Dominick; FSA, Francie Tolle and RD, Ryan McMullen. Informational booths for pro-
ducers included the following; NRCS, FSA, RD, Johnston Seed, NASS, RMA, Wooderson Seed, Wheatland
RC&D, OSU Extension, Farm Credit, American Ag Credit, P & K Equipment and AgChemicals Direct. Susan
Henning, District Manager for the Kay County Conservation district facilitated the meeting. Also attending
was Mike Thralls, Executive Director for the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.

Rylan West, district conservationist for NRCS in Kay County stated, “ the workshop was designed not only to
provide producers with information about conservation programs available, but a hands on demonstrations on
conservation issues that our producers are dealing with today such as weed resistance, benefits of no-till, crop
cover and soil health.” Rusty Peterson, district conservationist for Noble County stated, “ These types of work-
shops could not happen if it were not for the strong partnership that NRCS has with tribes, state and federal
agencies.” According to Carol Crouch, NRCS liaison for OTCAC, “the workshop was well attended and attendees
received information on the USDA Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Resolution process and
program opportunities for beginning farmer, limited resource farmers and socially disadvantaged farmers.”

Producers received training
on herbicide resistant
weeds, cover crops, benefits
of no-till farming, soil
health, USDA program op-
portunities and information
from local conservation
agencies and vendors.

Water Resources Review
Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 4-17-13

Watershed Dam No.  County Conservation District Status

In Planning
Little Washita 26 Caddo South Caddo CD Estimated completion 10-1-13

Upper Elk 23D Beckham North Fork of Red River CD Estimated completion 10-1-13
Planning Completed - Awaiting Design

Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
Rock Creek 15& 16 Murray Murray County CD
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Water Resources Review cont....

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status
In Design
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 12-15-13
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 3-15-14
Fourche Maline ™ Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 3-1-15
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 3-1-15
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD
Sallisaw Creek 29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD
Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction
Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights
Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending
Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated start 1-15-14
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated start 7-1-13
Sallisaw Creek 28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD
Sallisaw Creek 30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD
Under Construction
Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD Estimated completion 6-1-13
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated completion 6-1-13
Rehabilitation Completed
Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD
Mill Creek 18 Johnston Johnston County CD
Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD
Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County CD
Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD
Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD
Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole Seminole County CD
Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD
Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD *ARRA
Sugar Creek L-43 Caddo West Caddo County CD *ARRA
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD *ARRA
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher Kingfisher County CD Decommission *ARRA
Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD
Upper Clear Boggy 33 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD *ARRA
Sugar Creek L-44 Caddo South Caddo County CD *ARRA
Upper Clear Boggy 34 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD *ARRA

*American Recovery
Reinvestment Act
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Zone 1 Review

OKLAHOMA COUNTY - Oklahoma City Field Service Center

The ScienceFest, held annually at the OKC Zoo provides educational activities located along the zoo paths.
Schools bring their 4th and 5th grade students in from across the state. This year approximately 4000 students
participated in the 26 stations that were set up by various agencies. The Dig-In activity allows students to
explore piles of compost to discover what lives in the soil and where these critters are located in the soil pro-
file. OCCD Board member Jan Kunze has served as the chair for the steering committee for the ScienceFest

for approximately 11 years.

Stationed at the Dig In! Ok Conservation Station is: Becky Inmon, OCCD District secretary, Ben Pollard
with OCC, Don Bartolina District Manager OCCD, and Grayson Fields OKC NRCS technician

Becky Inmon answering questions as Sharla Goforth and her daughter look on as participants
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Zone 2 Review

CREEK COUNTY - Bristow Field Service Center

Creek County Pesticide Applicators Meeting

Cooperating with OSU, ODAFF, CCCD,
several chemical companies and local
county businesses we had our 1st Annu-
al Pesticide Applicators Meeting. There
were several presenters and a meal was
provided by the district. Door prizes
were handed out by Tractor Supply and
one chemical representative said this
was the most informative and most at-
tended meeting he had ever been

to. Through cooperation with other
agencies and companies and a well
rounded advertisement plan, the meet-
ing was a success!

PAYNE COUNTY - Stillwater Field Service Center

The Annual Ag Appreciation Banquet was held at the Payne County Fairgrounds Expo Center on Tuesday
evening, April 2, 2013 from 6-8pm. More than 350 people attended the banquet to recognize 5 Conservation
Awards including 3 Banker's Awards, Margaret Swank Award, and the Governor's Award. Premium Sales
Recognition, Presentation of Scholarships, Junior Livestock Show Grand Champions, Agribusiness of the Year,

and Farm Family of the Year were all a part of the agenda.

O

The banquet was a cooperative effort of

the USDA-NRCS, Payne County Conser-
vation District, OSU Cooperative Exten-

sion and the Stillwater Chamber of Com-
merce/Agribusiness Committee.
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Zone 3 Review

COMANCHE COUNTY - Lawton Field Service Center

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council
(OTCAC) partnered with the Comanche Nation to hold a conservation and earth day for American Indian
Youth, Tribal members, area schools and tribal elders on Tuesday, April 16, 2013 from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM. The
conservation and earth day workshop was hosted by the Comanche Nation at their Tribal headquarters in
Eglin, Oklahoma. According to Kirk Schreiner, NRCS District Conservationist for Comanche County, “The
workshop focused on providing mini environmental sessions and educational materials that illustrated how to
conserve our natural resources for future generations by caring for Mother Earth.”

NRCS had a conservation informational booth during the conservation educational workshop. Students, profes-
sionals, exhibitors, science teachers and parents received NRCS educational materials such as; NRCS career
brochure, Backyard Conservation, book markers, NRCS new Water Cycle poster, NRCS Pollinator poster, Native
Bees poster and Clean Water Town booklet. According to NRCS District Conservationist for McClain County,
Carol Crouch, “This conservation workshop provided great opportunity for NRCS to interact from American In-
dian youth, tribal members and tribal leaders to tell our NRCS story on how we work to conserve our natural
resources.” Crouch added “the highlight of the workshop was the soil health demonstration with a rainfall simu-
lator given by NRCS soil scientists Jeremy Dennis and Clay Salisbury, the students and attendees rated the soil
health demonstration as their favorite session.”

American Indian
students visit with
NRCS soil scien-
tists during soil
health demonstra-
tion with rainfall
simulator

Science teachers receive posters from
NRCS technician Matthew Irby

GARVIN COUNTY - Pauls Valley Field Service Center

The Garvin Conservation District won the
Chesapeake pickup at the State OACD
meeting in OKC. Representing the Garvin
Conservation District were Trey Lam —
Chairman; Cindy Ward - Secretary; and
Greg Lyons - Watershed Aid
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Zone 4 Review
CHOCTAW COUNTY - Hugo Field Service Center

The Kiamichi Conservation District along with
the NRCS Hugo Field Office, the Hugo Farm
Loan Office, and Carl Woods NRCS Zone 4 Re-
source Soil Scientist conducted the Annual Choc-
taw County 4-H and FFA Land Judging Contest
on March 28. It was attend by several schools
within the county. The winning teams and indi-
viduals of the contest were: 15T Place FFA team -
Soper (team members were Tanner McKee, Jack-
son Ferguson, Lucas Adams, and Chance Scott).
The 1st Place 4-H team was Ft Towson (team
members were Kenzie Hudson, Colton Cayton,
and Jeffery Scott). The High Individual for FFA
was Tanner McKee. The High Individual for the
senior 4-H Division was Ronan Cloud and the
High Individual for the junior 4-H Division was
Sam Seimer

HASKELL COUNTY - Stigler Field Service Center

The Haskell County Conservation District and the Stigler
NRCS office staffs set up and manned a conservation infor-
mation display booth at the annual Dixon’s Farm Supply
Customer Appreciation Day event held at their business
location in Stigler on April 3. The first Wednesday in April
each year Dixon’s Farm Supply, a local ag business, offers
special discounts on ag products, allows various display
booths to be set up inside their business store, and provides
an excellent lunch to express appreciation for their pa-
trons. Over 200 attended the event and it provided a great
opportunity for conservation related contacts. Photo of the
conservation booth set up with (right) Travis Jones, NRCS
Range Management Specialist, visiting with a local land-
owner about conservation programs

LEFLORE COUNTY - Poteau Field Service Center

The 25t annual FFA Forestry Judging contest (sponsored by the Compass and Pacing
LeFlore County, Latimer County, and Talihina Conservation
Districts as well as the Oklahoma Forestry Service, Poteau/
Stigler/Wilburton NRCS Service Centers and the Kerr Center for
Sustainable Agriculture) was held at Cedar Lake on March 28.
FFA students competed for awards in five ‘

events: Tree Identification, Sawlog, Pulpwood,
Compass & Pacing, and Tool Identification.

The top three combined teams received plaques
sponsored by the LeFlore County, Latimer
County, and Talihina Conservation Districts:
First place, Buffalo Valley FFA; Second place,
Whitesboro FFA; Third place, Clayton FFA;
Fourth Place, Poteau FFA.

First Place Team — Buffalo
Valley FFA
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