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Oklahoma Society of Professional Engineers

Chris Stoner, State Conservation Engineer, and Larry Caldwell, OCC Watershed Specialist, spoke at the annual
meeting of Oklahoma Society of Professional Engineers on June 21, 2013. Over 70 participants listened to these
two Professional Engineers discuss the status, current work, and challenges facing aging watershed dams. Un-
like many similar presentations of which participants are in tune with the watershed program, this group was
comprised of engineers from all disciplines, many of whom were completely unaware of the flood control dams
protecting their homes, highways, cities, or towns. This was a great outreach event to tell our story to others in
the industry and others impacted by the watershed program. The subject was well received, earning the highest

rating of all sessions for the two day event.
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Sallisaw Creek Site 26 Final Site Showing

The final inspection for the rehabilitation of Sallisaw Creek Site 26 was completed on June 25, 2013. This site is
located in Adair County near the small community of Greasy. Representatives from the Oklahoma Conservation
Commission, Oklahoma Department of Central Services, Adair County Conservation District, Wynn Construc-
tion (Contractor), the Cherokee Nation, the NRCS State Office, Stillwater Watershed Office, and Stillwell Field
Service Center were present. Some of the main features of the site consisted of the installation of roller compact-
ed concrete on the inside spillway dikes and the floor of the left spillway, a new principal spillway inlet tower
and conduit, and a concrete impact basin. One of the more unique features of the project was the installation of a
parapet wall across the top of embankment, which was the first to be constructed on a NRCS watershed project
in Oklahoma. The parapet wall was constructed to raise the top of embankment to the designed elevation in lieu
of conventional earthfill which was not available at this location. The wall is 772’ long and 15” wide. The total
height of the wall is 7°9”, of which only 2’8” are above ground.
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NRCS and OTCAC Participate at the 2013 Choctaw Nation Youth Summit

The Choctaw Nation Event Center in Durant, OK, was the site for the “Xtreme Leadership” Youth
Summit that was held on June 26, 2013. This event was sponsored by the Choctaw Nation, Big Five
Community Services, Southern Workforce Board, KEDDO (Kiamichi Economic Development District
of Oklahoma), Southeastern Workforce Board, Chickasaw Nation, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Citizen
Pottawatomi Nation, OK Department of Career Technology and Education, Kiamichi Technology
Center, Governor’s State Youth Council, Department of Rehabilitation Services, the OK Department
of Commerce, the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council and the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service. Youth and young adults from all over the state of Oklahoma flock to this annual
event that began in 2007 and is continuing to grow. There were approximately 1,680 people who at-
tended this event, 1,557 of them being youth.

Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS National American Indian /Alaskan Native Special Emphasis program
manager and District Conservationist; Derek Kelso, Soil Conservationist; Matthew Irby, Soil Conser-
vation Technician and Debbie Brewster, Bryan County Conservation District secretary attended
the Youth Summit and provided the NRCS American Indian Heritage poster to attendees. The
event was designed to motivate and inspire youth and young adults ages 14 to 21 about their educa-
tion and career opportunities that are a possibility in their future. Crouch stated, “This youth sum-
mit provides a great opportunity for NRCS to share with our future leaders and employees what
NRCS does as an agency”. Crouch added, “Providing the youth with a copy of the American Indian
heritage poster also demonstrates the agency’s respect for American Indian culture and how we are
truly partners in protecting our lands for future generations”.

Choctaw Nation Indian
Princesses from ten and a
half counties, representing
the Choctaw Nation tribal
boundaries, provided the
opening prayer in their
Choctaw language and
sign language during
opening ceremonies at the
Youth Summit.
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Water Resources Review

Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 7-18-13

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status
In Planning
Upper Elk 23D Beckham North Fork of Red River CD 12/1/2013
Planning Completed - Awaiting Design
Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
Rock Creek 15& 16  Murray Murray County CD
In Design
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending
Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 4-15-14
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 9-30-14
Fourche Maline ™ Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 5-1-15
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 3-1-15
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD
Sallisaw Creek 29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD

Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction

Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights
Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights
Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending

Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated start 6-15-13
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated start 7-1-13
Sallisaw Creek 28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD
Sallisaw Creek 30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD

Rehabilitation Completed
Sandstone Creek 16A  Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD
Mill Creek 18 Johnston Johnston County CD
Washing-
Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 ton Caney Valley CD
Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County CD
Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD
Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD
Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD

Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole Seminole County CD

Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD
Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD

Sugar Creek L-43 Caddo West Caddo County CD
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD

Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD

Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher Kingfisher County CD Decommission
Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD

Upper Clear Boggy 33 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD

Sugar Creek L-44 Caddo South Caddo County CD

Upper Clear Boggy 34 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD

Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD

*American Recovery
Reinvestment Act

*ARRA
*ARRA
*ARRA

*ARRA

*ARRA

*ARRA
*ARRA
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Cimarron County - Boise City Field Service Center

The Boise City NRCS and Cimarron County Conserva- -_—t m
tion District assisted ODWC Alva Gregory and OACD |
Jordan Shearer with a public meeting for Oklahoma 4 '
landowners and producers regarding the Candidate p :
Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) and
the proposed listing of the Lesser Prairie Chicken as
threatened or endangered species. Risk management
options were discussed with an extensive question and
answer period following.

Grant County - Medford Field Service Center

Jeremy Hughes, Soil Conservationist recently worked
with the Medford Boy Scouts to assist them in earn-
ing their engineering badge. They learned about var-
ious surveying equipment, including GPS. Examples
of how to put the data to use was also reviewed.

(We were given permission to use the scout pictures)

Kay County - Newkirk Field Service Center

Teachers, parents, volunteers and 190 3rd-5th Graders rotated through learning stations at the Natural Resource
Day on May 10th at the Kay County Conservation District’s
(KCCD) outdoor classroom in Newkirk. Schools attending
were Blackwell Elementary School 4th graders, St. Mary’s
3rd graders, and 5th graders from Trout Elementary in Pon- "
ca City. The day started off with a puppet presentation with
Hopper the Frog explaining the day’s events. Students then
had the chance to learn about their natural resources of soil,
water, air, plants and animals. Natural Resource Stations
included: Soils with Jeremy Dennis, NRCS Soil Scientist;
Fish Biology with Tom Wolf and Nathan Copeland of the OK
Department of Wildlife Conservation; Streambank Erosion
featuring the OSU Stream Trailer with Wade Warren, Noble
County Conservation District; Wildlife Skins and Skulls
with Emily Long, OK Department of Wildlife Conservation;
Dutch Oven Cooking with Curtis Grace and team from the
Heartland of the Prairie Dutch Oven Cookers; Ag in the
Classroom with OK State Coordinator, Audrey Harmon,;
Water Quality of Streams with Kim Shaw, OK Blue Thumb;
Forestry with Jeri Irby, OK Dept of Forestry, and Power line
Safety with Austin Partida, Kay Electric Cooperative. Lunch was provided by Farm Credit of East Central Oklaho-
ma. Pictured: Jeremy Dennis, NRCS Soil Scientist, teaches the Soils learning station at the Kay County Conserva-
tion District’s Natural Resource Day
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Delaware County - Jay Field Service Center

A public information meeting/demonstration was conducted at the Grove Public Library on June 27th in Grove, Oklaho-
ma. The library presented the public with useful and interesting information concerning natural resources and the envi-
ronment. The rainfall simulator was set up and operated by Jake Boyett, Soil Scientist at the Claremore Technical Service
Office. This demonstrated different run-off and infiltration rates with different land uses and amounts of residue and cov-
er. Assisting Jake was Michael Ramming, District Conservationist, Jay Field Office, and Charles Rogers, Soil Conserva-

tionist, Jay Field Of-

fice.

Audience trying to
stay cool on a 110
degree heat index day

Rainfall simulation
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Murray County Conservation District and NRCS host
Congressman Tom Cole on Watershed Tour

The Murray County Conservation District and NRCS hosted Fourth District Congressman Tom Cole on a wa-
tershed tour on July 1, 2013. The Congressman visited two upstream flood control structures in the Rock
Creek Watershed. Both of the dams are categorized as high hazard structures. NRCS is in the initial plan-
ning process to modify the structures to meet current dam safety criteria.

John Cagle, Chair of the board, represented the district along with Tammy Curry, District Secretary and
Charlie Pyka, Watershed Aide. The tour provided the Congressman an understanding of the challenges fac-
ing conservation districts with high hazard dams and the continuing need to appropriate funds for the NRCS
watershed rehabilitation program. NRCS was represented on the tour by State Conservationist Gary O’Neill,
Project Engineer Joe Freeland, Public Affairs Specialist
Tom Lucas and Soil Conservationist Tiffany Green. Repre-

senting the Conservation Commission was Watershed Tech-
nician Dennis Boney.

Congressman Cole (Center) visiting with Tiffany Green,
Tom Lucas, Gary O’Neill and Dennis Boney
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Bryan County — Durant Field Service Center

The Bryan County Annual Farm & Ranch Outreach Tour was held on June 25, 2013. This year’s
tour featured farms in the southern portion of Bryan County. The first stop on the tour was at David
McDonald’s Rafter L Limousine Ranch at Achille. Brian Freking, OSU Area Livestock Specialist, led a
discussion on utilizing EPD’s for bull selection. The group then travelled to the Roger West Dairy, Liber-
ty, OK, where Mr. & Mrs. West demonstrated how they use in-line wrapping to create haylage for their
herd. The third location was at the Ritchey Farm, where Farm Manager Jeff Hesser discussed how they
started and are managing their Pecan Orchard. Then Jeff talked about the farm’s silage production.
Throughout the tour participants enjoyed cold drinks provided by the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Ad-
visory Council and the Bryan Conservation District.

The 51 tour attendees then met in the cool Albany Community Center where a brisket dinner was pro-
vided by the new owners of the Durant Stockyards, Jeff & Rebecca Hazaleus. Following the meal repre-
sentatives from the tour sponsors were invited to make presentations. The event was sponsored by the
Bryan County Cattle Producers Association in conjunction with OSU Extension Service, USDA Farm
Service Agency, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Bryan Co. Conservation District, Okla-
homa Tribal Conservation Advisory Council and the Durant Stockyards. During the NRCS presentation,
District Conservationist, Valerie Hannon, enlightened participants about the EQIP programs as well as
benefits for Historically Underserved participants.

Coal County - Coalgate Field Service Center

The final inspection on the Coalgate City Lake Rehabil-
itation Project (Caney Coon 2M) was held July 10.
Construction began in October 2011, and the cost has been
over $4.6 million. A new inlet, principal spillway, and roll-
er compacted concrete emergency spillway were installed
due to the structure being reclassified as high hazard.
Over 240,000 pounds of steel were used in this project.
This site provides drinking water to over 80% of the people
in Coal County. The Coalgate Field Office would like to
say a big “Thank You” to the Pauls Valley Watershed Staff
for the completion of this project.
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