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NRCS Participates at the 18th Annual Inter-Tribal Environmental 
Council Conference 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) participated at the Inter-Tribal 
Environmental Council Annual Conference July 23 through July 24, 2013, in Catoosa, 
Oklahoma.  NRCS partnered with the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Coun-
cil (OTCAC) and the Oklahoma Conservation Commission (OCC) to sponsor the confer-
ence and have a conservation informational booth during the two day conference.  The 
ITEC annual conference provided the opportunity for Tribal representatives, tribal 
environmental specialist and conservation professionals to obtain a firsthand view of 
various products, training materials and conservation opportunities that are necessary 
to enhance Tribal environmental land conservation programs to protect Tribal lands 
for future generations.  

Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS Tribal Liaison and Acting District Conservationist for the 
NRCS, presented on the success that NRCS and USDA agencies have had in develop-
ing strong partnership relations between the Tribes and tribal members of Oklahoma. 
Co-presenters were; Doyle Bacon and Shane Sparks, Choctaw Nation ranch managers 
and Kathleen Welch, environmental director for the Wyandotte Tribe. Their presenta-
tions focused on conservation success stories on tribal lands and how to access USDA 
resources to help improve and preserve their lands and the other resources available to 
help build a variety of infrastructures through programs offered by USDA agencies.  

Darrel Dominick, OCC Tribal 
liaison and Dr. Crouch, NRCS, 
partnered to have a conserva-
tion informational booth at the 
conference that provided infor-
mation about the conservation 
opportunities to Tribes, tribal 
representatives and tribal mem-
bers during the two day tribal 
conference. Left: Choctaw Na-
tion ranch managers visit the 
partnership booth  
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Water Resources Review 
Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 8-22-13 

Watershed Dam No. County Conservation District Status   

In Planning 
Upper Elk  23D Beckham North Fork of Red River CD 12/1/2013 

Planning Completed - Awaiting Design 
Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights 

Rock Creek  15 & 16 Murray Murray County CD  

In Design 
Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending 

Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 6-15-14 
Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 9-30-14 

Fourche Maline 7M Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 5-1-15 
Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 8-1-15 
Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD  

Sallisaw Creek  29 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD  

Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction 
Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights 

Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending Landrights 

Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD Pending 

Sallisaw Creek  28 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD  

Sallisaw Creek  30 Sequoyah Sequoyah County CD  

Under Construction 

Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo South Caddo County CD Estimated completion 1-15-14 
Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 7-1-14 

Rehabilitation Completed 
Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   
Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD   
Mill Creek 18 Johnston Johnston County CD   
Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD   
Cavalry Creek 6 Washita Washita County CD   
Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD *American Recovery  
Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD Reinvestment Act  
Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD   
Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD   
Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole Seminole County CD   
Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD   
Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD  *ARRA 
Sugar Creek  L-43 Caddo West Caddo County CD  *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD  *ARRA 
Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD   
Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD   
Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher Kingfisher County CD Decommission *ARRA 
Turkey Creek 9 Washita Washita County CD   
Upper Clear Boggy  33 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD  *ARRA 
Sugar Creek  L-44 Caddo South Caddo County CD  *ARRA 
Upper Clear Boggy  34 Pontotoc Pontotoc County CD  *ARRA 
Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD   
Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD   
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Outreach Review 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) participated at the Empowering Ranch-
ers, Farmers and Rural Businesses conference held on July 30, 2013, in Okmulgee, Oklaho-
ma. The conference was hosted by the Muscogee Creek Nation Housing Authority and spon-
sored by the Mvskoke Food Sovereign Initiative and the Oklahoma Black Historical Research 
Project.  Representing NRCS on the conference panel were State Conservationist, Gary O 
Neill, District Conservationist, Ron Goedecke and Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS State Tribal liai-
son.  Key note speaker for the conference was USDA director of Outreach and Advocacy Car-
olyn Parker. The conference focused on providing attendees information regarding Farm Bill 
programs and resources available through USDA grants. NRCS had an informational booth 
that provided producers with a conservation informational packet with valuable information 
pertaining to opportunities for participation in various Farm Bill Programs and services 
available through USDA agencies. Information was provided regarding opportunities for so-
cially disadvantaged, limited resources and beginning farmers. 

 USDA director of Outreach and Advocacy 
Carolyn Parker  
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Zone 1 Review 
BEAVER COUNTY – Beaver Field Service Center 
On June 18, 2013 the Beaver Field Office took part in educating 52 of Oklahoma’s teachers during Ag in the 
Classroom’s tour of the Panhandle.  Carri Reddick, District Conservationist, guided the teachers on a tour of 
Salt Cedar, demonstrating the exorbitant use of water of the invader.  By showing the teachers the amount of 
water that transpired from the small amount of the plant in just five days, she painted a picture of the heavi-
est water user of its kind.  Discussions were held concerning the NRCS’s role and methods in controlling this 
plant and the damages that this causes to the panhandle’s river systems and its native grass riparian areas.  
The teachers will then take this information back to the classroom in order to mold the minds of Oklahoma’s 
future. 

CIMARRON COUNTY – Boise City Field Service Center 

Cimarron County Conservation District and 
Boise City NRCS hosted a Garden and Tree 
Information Seminar.  Elkhart True Value 
Garden Center, Elkhart, KS, presented solu-
tions to pest and weed control; OSU Extension 
encouraged participation in the Farmers Mar-
ket; the District presented information on drip 
irrigation and weed barrier fabric; the Felt, OK 
4-H provided seedlings. 

Encouraging participation and 
having a Q&A session was done at 
the Cimarron County Farmers’ 
Market Seminar held in July.  
Participation forms, items offered, 
dates, rules and regulations were 
discussed.  The Market will relo-
cate to a lot east of and owned by 
The First State Bank of Boise 
City.  Four canopy tents will be 
available for use on a first come 
basis. This will provide easier ac-
cess and marketability to the Mar-
kets held each Friday July 26 – 
Sept. 13.  



MAJOR COUNTY – Fairview Field Service Center 
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Zone 1 Review cont…. 

On July 24, 2013 the Major County Conservation District and Fairview NRCS participated in the Fairview Pub-
lic Library’s “Dig Into Reading” program.  There were approximately 43 participants including 37 students rang-
ing from kindergarten to the sixth grade.  Chris Best, Cindy Bierig and Michael Roberts presented information 
on Digging Into Soil to go along with the theme of Dig Into Reading.  The students participated in several activi-
ties while learning the importance of conserving our soil and other natural resources as well as the importance 
of soil health.  Students were able to get their hands in the dirt and feel the differences in soil texture during one 
of the activities.  Finally the students were able to enjoy the taste of a few worms (edible gelatin worms) that 
Cindy and a member of the library staff had made for the event. 

Fairview Public Library’s 
“Dig Into Reading” program 

On August 23, 2013 the Major County Conservation District and Fairview NRCS participated in the Major 
County Free Fair in Fairview, OK.  Cindy Bierig, Chis Best and Michael Roberts staffed the booth to provide 
information to those in attendance as well as gain input to assist in the locally led conservation process.  
There were approximately 500 in attendance at the fair.    

Major County Free Fair 
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Zone 2 Review 

OKMULGEE COUNTY – Okmulgee Field Service Center 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory Council 
(OTCAC), the Okmulgee County Conservation District and the Langford Hereford Cattle Ranch partnered to 
hold a farm tour and conservation informational meeting. According to Ronald Goedecke, NRCS District Con-
servationist for Okmulgee, “The conservation workshop was designed not only to provide producers with infor-
mation about USDA Farm Bill programs that are available, but information on conservation issues such as soil 
health and prescribed burning.”  

The farm tour and workshop was held on Thursday, August 22, 2013 at the Langford Hereford Cattle Ranch.   
A dinner was provided for attendees by Bill Leib catering and was sponsored by (OTCAC). Providing a wel-
come for the workshop were; NRCS Assistant State Conservationist, Chad Kacir; District Conservationist, Ron 
Goedecke, Ryan McMullen, USDA Rural Development (RD) state director; Hollie Austin and Tiffany Larry, 
Farm Service Agency (FSA); Debra Bouziden, Risk Management Agency state director; Darrel Dominick, 
OTCAC and Oklahoma Conservation Commission and Leon Langford, owner and operator of the Langford 
Hereford Cattle Ranch. Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS State Tribal Liaison, facilitated the workshop. 

Presentations were made on the following conservation topics; Importance of Soil Health through a demonstra-

tion with the NRCS rainfall simulator by NRCS soil scientist Jake Boyett; Prescribed Burning Association, 

What it’s all About, by Ron Goedecke and the Langford Hereford farm tour was conducted by Leon Langford 

and Watson Langford.   

Each producer received a conservation informational packet with valuable information pertaining to opportu-

nities for participation in various Farm Bill Programs and services available through USDA agencies. Infor-

mation was also provided regarding opportunities for socially disadvantaged, limited resources and beginning 

farmers.  USDA agencies providing conservation Information were; NRCS, FSA and Risk Management Agency 

(RMA). 

The Langford Hereford Cattle Ranch was 
the site for the AG tour of the cattle, grazing 
systems, fencing and livestock water sources  

Producers enjoyed dinner while receiving 
program information from USDA agencies 

and information on prescribe burning associ-
ation in their area  
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Zone 3 Review 

MCCLAIN COUNTY – Purcell Field Service Center 

Matt Irby, Soil Conservation Technician McClain County NRCS assisted the Oklahoma Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and Forestry’s Forestry Services division and the Forest Heritage Center (FHC) in Broken Bow, OK 
with a 3 day camp for kids ages 8-13. The camp, titled “Camp Discover” is intended to expose kids to forestry 
and other earth sciences through art and history. Throughout the week the kids participated in a variety of ac-
tivities including; Red dirt tie-dye bandana’s, with a lesson about soils by Matt, paper making, traditional bas-
ket making, cross-cut sawing, a nature walk with a lesson on tree identification by a local forester, wood turning 
and a wildlife demonstration. One of the highlights of the week was when the kids got to meet Tree-Bear, 
Smokey Bear’s Oklahoma Cousin, who showed up during a tour of the Forest Heritage Center (FHC).  

“Matt was a great asset to our programming this year. He brought knowledge of the outdoors and hard skills 
like the cross-cut saw, as well as a great lesson and demonstration about soils that we hadn’t done in previous 
years. We were pleased to have the support of our partners, and hope to continue the relationship.” –Hannah 
Anderson, camp director and Program Assistant for the Forest Heritage Center.  

Camp Discover will be held again next year at the Forest Heritage Center in Beaver’s Bend State Park from 
July 15-17th. For more information contact Hannah Anderson at the Forest Heritage Center, (580) 494-6497, or 
visit http://www.forestry.ok.gov/fhc   

Tree bear before the kids met him on a tour of the 
Forest Heritage Center in Beaver’s Bend State 

Park, Broken Bow, OK. 

Matt and the other staff with the kids after 
the soils demonstration  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/fhc�


The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) partnered with the Oklahoma Tribal Conservation Advisory 
Council (OTCAC) to hold a Government to Government Consultation & USDA Programs Informational Work-
shop. Other USDA agencies participating were:  the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Rural Development Agency 
(RD), Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Risk Management Agency (RMA), National Agriculture 
Statistics Service (NASS), Food and Nutrition Service (FNS),  Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) and 
Langston University.                         
The consultation meeting and workshop was sponsored by (OTCAC) and hosted, by the Citizen Pottawatomi Na-
tion on their Tribal Traditions Grounds, in Shawnee, Oklahoma on Thursday, August 29, 2013, from 10:30 AM to 
1:30 PM.  The lunch was sponsored by OTCAC and was prepared by the Citizen Potawatomi Nation (CPN) cater-
ing services. Moderators for the meeting were Dr. Carol Crouch, NRCS State Tribal Liaison and NRCS National 
AI/AN SEPM and Darrel Dominick, OTCAC Outreach Coordinator and Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
Tribal Liaison. 
Providing an overview of their agencies and services available to Tribes were:  Gary O Neill,  NRCS State Conser-
vationist; Ryan McMullen, RD State Director; Francie Tolle, FSA State Executive  Director; Everett Dale, APHIS;  
Samuel Dragoi and Dr. Kevin Ehlers, FSIS; LaShaun Smith, RMA; Wil Hundl, NASS;  Eddie Longoria, FNS and 
Dr. Chongo  Mundende representing the College of Agriculture for Langston University. The attending Tribes 
and tribal members participated in an informal open discussion session with the agencies to share with the agen-
cies their tribal needs, concerns and issues that USDA could assist in resolving.  All agencies had informational 
booths available during the workshop. According to Dr. Crouch, “The government to government consultation 
meeting and workshop was a huge success and provided all agencies with valuable information that they can uti-
lize to move forward to work more effectively with Oklahoma Tribes and tribal members.” 
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Zone 4 Review 

McIntosh County - Eufaula Field Service Center 

The Eufaula FO has officially moved into its new office build-
ing.  The first board meeting was held on August 13, 
2013.  Pictured are the McIntosh County Conservation District 
board members at their first 
meeting in the new building. 
Board members are (from 
left) Paul Morris, Mike 
Beebe, Chairman Tom 
Shroyer, Doug Howell, and 
J D Williams.       
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