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MONTANA GRAZING LANDS CONSERVATION

The GrazeKeeper Recordkeep-
ing Program has been the focus
of the Montana GLCI for the
past couple of years. The steer-
ing committee has been
working with Authentic Imag-
ing, Billings, MT to produce an
electronic recordkeeping pro-
gram for farmers and ranchers
that will allow landowners to
record baseline or historic,
planned and actual data in order
to better plan and manage the
grazing and natural resources
on their land.

The program will allow
managers to add, delete or edit
data in the program and ulti-
mately, will allow managers to
query data by pasture or animal

management group in order
make better decisions regarding
rotation of pastures, animal
nutritional needs and balancing
the resources on the ground.

Currently, several members of
the GLCI steering committee
are serving as beta testers to
work out the kinks and provide
Authentic Imaging with their
suggestions based on their test-
ing about their vision on how
the program should work and
how it might work more
efficiently. The GLCI is not
yet sure when the electronic
version will be available but
stay tuned for updates.

The GLCI also has a hard copy
version of the grazing record-
keeping program, for those who
are not interested in the
electronic version., which is
available for $20 by contacting
Jon Siddoway at
jon.siddoway@mt.usda.gov or
Carla Lawrence at Car-
la.at.the.ranch@gmail.com.

The 2013 Ag Lenders Range School was held at Camp Needmore outside Ekala-
ka, MT on June 26-28. Over 35 people from Montana, South Dakota, Wyo-
ming, and North Dakota attended. Roger Gates from South Dakota State Uni-
versity and Blaine Horn from the University of Wyoming led plant ID work-
shops on the first day, followed by a tour of the Dugan Fire, which burned in
2012. The next morning, Llane Carroll toured the group on his family ranch,
where Dave Ollila from South Dakota State University gave workshops about
sheep grazing for weed control and demonstrated a hoop clipping technique for
forage production estimates. Tours of the Carter County Museum and a local
antique tractor collection were conducted that afternoon. The last day of the
camp included workshops about the Sustainable Rangelands Roundtable at the
University of Wyoming from John Tanaka, and forage testing and ration
balancing from Rachel Endecott with Montana State University. Attendees
finished up the school by completing their plant ID quiz. The Ag Lenders
Range School would like to thank the Bank of Baker and Summit National
Bank for their generous sponsorship of the event.

Miles City, MT

- North American Envirothon, August 4-10, MSU, Bozeman, MT
» Governor’s Range Tour, September 9-10, Forsyth, MT
o Women Stepping Forward for Agriculture, September 17-19,




Meet the Two New Members of the Montana GLCI

This past spring, Haylie Shipp, replaced Russell Nemetz, Northern Ag Broadcasting, and representing the Media
and fortunately for us, Haylie, also works for the Northern Ag Broadcasting.

Ron Stoneberg replaced Terry Haughian, rancher at Kinsey, and representing the Northern Great Plains (NGP)
Section of the Society for Range Management (SRM). Ron is a rancher from Hinsdale.

Havylie Shipp, Miles City, Montana

Haylie Shipp, Northern Ag Network’s Associate Ag Director, has recently joined the
Montana GLCI Steering Committee. Haylie, a Montana native, graduated from Glasgow
High School in 2003. She subsequently graduated from Miles Community College in
May of 2005 and Montana State University Billings in 2008.

Haylie’s accolades in the broadcast world include getting the National Association of
Farm Broadcasting’s (NAFB) Glenn Kummerow Scholarship in 2007. The scholarship,
which padded her college fund to the tune of $5,000, goes to a college junior interested
in agricultural communications. She followed that up with the NAFB Horizon Award in
2010, an award given to the top farm broadcaster in the nation with under five years of
experience.

She currently calls Miles City home after a move from Billings in 2010 but always has
the family ranch north of Glasgow in the back of her mind. When she’s not on air or on
the road for Northern Ag Network, she enjoys taking in any of the Americana activities
that small town Montana and Wyoming have to offer with her 1969 Airstream, Blanche,
in tow.

Haylie was raised intricately involved with the ranching and haying activities on the
family ranch and carries the values learned into her everyday life. We welcome Haylie
into the Steering Committee as a strong voice for agriculture and a keen eye when it
comes to sharing the story of Montana GLCI through the many mediums that the
communications industry now has to offer!

Haylie the Professional Haylie and Blanche Haylie at Work in a Scottish Cap




Ron Stoneberg, Hinsdale, Montana

I was born and raised in the port city of Vancouver, British
Columbia (B.C.) and graduated with a B.S. degree in honors
Zoology from the University of B.C. In 1964, I packed my pickup
and headed south to University of Montana (at that time
Montana State University-Missoula). Life was good to me in
Missoula, as there I obtained both a Master’s of Science in
wildlife management and a lifelong partner, my wife, Rose.

In 1971, Rose completed her DVM degree at Pullman, WA and

we moved back to Montana. In the fall, I was hired by Montana

Fish and Game Department to conduct baseline wildlife studies

related to proposed mining in the Stillwater Complex. For the next 32 years we moved around
Eastern Montana, always living in the country near such metropolises as Nye, Outllook,
Redstone, Circle and Hinsdale where we neighbored and interacted with fantastic land stewards.
Over the years, I have developed an appreciation for the value of healthy, productive, open-range
in ranching, as I have witnessed its benefits to the land, vegetation and wildlife. I attended a
seminar on rest rotation grazing by Gus Hormay, and then attended a Holistic Management
workshop by Allen Savory, (I served on the Holistic Management board of directors for several
years). These were some eye opening presentations that made a lot of sense and helped solidify
my appreciation and understanding of open-range grazing.

Rose’s dad died in early 2004 and we moved out to the ranch and began the task of repair and
rebuild. Horse Ranch was homesteaded by Rose’s grandparents in 1918 in the Missouri River
Breaks, 50 miles south of Saco, MT. The ranch is comprised of approximately 36 sections of
breaks, hardpan, gumbo hills, and alkali and is a composite of private, state and federal owner-
ship. Single wire electric fences are used to divide the ranch into five pastures, three summer
and two winter. The cows winter and calve out in the breaks only receiving protein supplement
(2010-11 was an exception, as we brought cows closer and fed hay for about three months).

Most of Eastern Montana is an efficient, ideal factory for converting sunlight into animal protein
that helps feed a hungry world. Unfortunately, open range ranching is coming under increasing
attacks. The rangelands in the west have improved dramatically since the implementation of the
Taylor Grazing Act of 1934. However, as the vegetation increased in most allotments there has
not been a corresponding increase in federally allocated Animal Unit Months (AUMs). Actually
the opposite has occurred as AUMs are continually cut based on the flimsiest of excuses and
bogus science. A good example is the current obsession with sage grouse. There is no scientific
evidence that grazing has any impact (positive or negative) on sage grouse populations. However,
AUMs have been cut in the mistaken belief it will help these birds.

Although, Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) is primarily concerned with protecting
private grazing lands, in many areas it is impossible to separate a ranch’s private lands from the
state and federal components. In order to protect and preserve the open-range ranchers (thereby
protecting our native grasslands, watersheds and wildlife populations), we have to find a way to
stop and reverse this incremental loss of federal AUMs in the west. One way to accomplish this
would be to require that solid scientific evidence be presented to conclusively prove the cuts in
AUMs will provide the desired results. Unless we confront and reverse these trends with fact and
good scientific data, the open- range grazing rancher will shortly become a relic of the past.




Autumn Begins, Friday, September 22nd, What does this mean?

In the United States and the rest of the northern hemisphere, the first day of the autumn season is the day of the year
when the sun crosses the celestial equator moving southward (on September 2274 or 231). This day is known as the
Autumnal Equinox.

A common misconception is that the earth is further from the sun in winter than in summer. Actually, the Earth is
closest to the sun in December, which is winter in the Northern hemisphere.

As the Earth travels around the Sun in its orbit, the north-south position of the Sun changes over the course of the year
because of the changing orientation of the Earth's tilted rotation axes. The dates of maximum tilt of the Earth's equator
correspond to the Summer Solstice and Winter Solstice, and the dates of zero tilt to the Vernal Equinox and Autumnal

Equinox.

The reason for these changes has to do with the Earth's yearly trip around the sun. For part of the year the Earth's
North Pole points away from the sun and part of the time toward it. This is what causes our seasons. When the North
Pole points toward the sun, the sun's rays hit the northern half of the world more directly. That means it is warmer and
we have summer. The declination of the Sun on the autumnal equinox is 0° 00'. On the day of the autumnal equinox,
day and night are nearly the same amounts of time. In the United States, there are about 12 hours of daylight on this
day.

Steering Committee
Members

Remembering September 11, (9/11), 2001 .

From lyrics by Darryl Worley: Have you Forgotten? how it felt 4
that day, to see your homeland under fire, and her people blown
away. Have you Forgotten? when those towers fell, we had
neighbors still inside going through a living hell and we vowed to
get the one behind bin Laden, Have you Forgotten? I've been
there with the soldiers who’ve gone away to war and you can bet | =
that they remember just what they’re fighting for :

e Lon Reukauf,
Chairman,
Terry, MT

e Dean Wang,
Vice-Chairman,
Baker, MT

9
e Bob Lee, Have you Forgotten?

Judith Gap, MT On September 11th, 2013, it will have been twelve years since the
coordinated terrorist attacks on U.S. soil. The airplanes crashing
into the twin towers at the World Trade in NYC, the attack on the
Pentagon outside Washington D.C. and plane that crashed in the

Pennsylvania field. Let us never forget the over 3,000 Americans who perished that fateful

e John Hollenback,
Gold Creek, MT

e  John Anderson,

Alder, MT

e  (Chase Hibbard,
Helena, MT

Annual Range Tour Scheduled
Heidi Crum, DNRC Rangeland Resources Program Coordinator
e Jim Willis,

Buffalo, MT Save the date!! September 9th & held in Forsyth. The second day of
en L 10th the Annual Range Tour will be the tour will go south of town to Dave
Lavina, MT coming to Forsyth, MT. The first day || Davenport’s ranch. Here Dave will

Haylie Shipp,
Miles City, MT

Ron Stoneberg,
Hinsdale, MT

Co — Coordinators

Jon Siddoway, NRCS,

Bozeman, MT

Carla Lawrence, dba
Carla at the Ranch,
Roberts, MT

of the tour will take us to Steve Lack-
man’s where we will discuss cattle
grazing cover crops and Mark Hen-
ning, NRCS, will give a presentation
of the rainfall simulator and soil
health. The tour will then move on to
Fort Keogh Livestock and Range
Research Station for the rest of the
day. We will have three presentations
from Ft. Keogh researchers on burn
plots, plant bud banks and a long
term cattle study. A banquet will be

discuss his tree thinning projects, the
fires of 2012 and how the range is
recovering. The return trip back to
town will show tour participants
more of the 2012 fires in Rosebud
County. For more information please
contact Bobbi Vannattan, Rosebud
Conservation District at bob-
bi.vannattan@mt.usda.gov (406)
346-7333 x101 or Heidi Crum, DNRC
at hcrum@mt.gov

(406) 444-6619.
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