


Soil science is a relatively young science. It has borrowed tools and 
techniques from the fundamental sciences (chemistry, biology, 

physics, and mathematics) and the applied sciences (geo-statistics, agri­
culture, earth sciences, and forest sciences) and these have been applied 
to agricultural and environmental problems. In less than a century, soil 
science has become a true science in its own right, with its own set of 
tools and techniques. 

. The establishment of the International Society of Soil Science was a key 
element.in blending the knowledge of many related disciplines into the 
field of Soil Science. The International Society of Soil Science (ISSS) 
was founded in 1924 after 15 years of discussion and planning and 4 
international conferences that explored the idea of a specialized science. 
The purpose of the International Society of Soil Science was to provide 
a forum worldwide to establish standardized methods of soil analysis 
and soil classification. In order to foster all branches of soil science and 
its applications, the society has organized World Soil Congresses and 

· conferences dealing with special problems associated with soil science. 
Since 1927, the ISSS has organized 17 World Soil Congresses, each 
bringing together: soil scientists from all over the. globe. An important 
benefit of the World Soil Congresses is that it provides an opportunity 
for soil scientists to meet, establish contact and exchange ideas. The 
18th World Soil Congress is in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., July 
9-15, 2006, and will have the theme Frontiers of Soil Science: Technol­
ogy and the Information Age. 

The purpose of a World Soil Congress is to handle the business of the 
ISSS and make certain the advancement of soil science and its uses. 
Since 1950 such congresses have been held every 4 years. Of the 17 
congresses, eight have been held in Europe, four in the Americas, three 
in Asia, one in Australia, and one in Africa. The first World Soil Con­
gress was in Washington, D.C., in 1927 and the last World Soil Con­
gress held in the USA was in Madison, Wisconsin, in 1960. In the past 
80 years, nearly 10,000 papers have been presented at the World Soil 

Congresses. Major ideas that are now building blocks of soil science 
were first introduced at World Soil Congresses to be discussed among 
peers internationally. The first conferences recommended building uni­
form methods of soil analysis and soil classification, organizing of soil 
research in all countries worldwide, and introducing the study of soils 
into high school and college curricula. The 1956 World Soil Congress 
(Paris, France) discussed ideas to build a world soil map and'explore : 
worldwide soil classification systems. In 1960 in Madison, WI, the 
U.S. soil taxonomy system (7th Approximation) was launched world­
wide. 

The maps that you see in this 2006 Planner are a representation of a 
mature soil taxonomy system, the product of 25 years of worldwide 
collaboration by the World Soil Resources, Soil Survey Division, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA). These maps show the worldwide distribu-
tion of soils classified into the 12 Soil Orders of U.S. Soil Taxonomy. 
The maps have an attribute database that has been used to evaluate the 
potential for land degradation and broad land use applications to combat 
desertification. 

Today, soil scientists and land managers are challenged with blending 
an overwhelming amount of scientific information concerning soils, 
hydrology, ecology, and management applications to ensure a quality 
environment and productive landscape. Helping people to understand · 
soils and their importance in land management and conservation is an 
important goal fotthe USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). Communities and local governments work with NRCS State 
Offices and local USDA Service Centers to help them protect their 
natural resources. To find out more about the soil in your State, county, 
or local community, look to the National Cooperative Soil Survey web 
site at http://soils.usda.gov/ and click on the Web Soil Survey. For 
more information about natural resources and conservation .jp your own 
backyard, contact the NRCS at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov or volunteer 
locally by calling 1-888-LANDCARE. 





At the 16th World Congress of Soil Science in Bangkok, Thailand, 
in 2002, the U.S. delegation offered to host the 18th World Congress 
of Soil Science in 2006. The Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), through its partnership within the U.S. National Cooperative 
Soil Survey, the U.S. National Committee for Soil Science, and the Soil 
Science Society of America, has worked with soil scientists all over the 
U.S. and the world to help plan this scientific meeting. 

The World Soil Congress, to be held July 9-15, 2006, in Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania, will have the theme Frontiers of Soil Science: 
Technology and the Information Age. NRCS is particularly excited 
about this theme, since we are launching the U.S. Web Soil Survey to 
the public Internet and looking forward to sharing it with the global soil 
science community at this 18th World SoiJ Congress in Philadelphi~. 
The Web Soil Survey at http://soils.usda.gov/survey will be updated 
and maintained online as the single authoritative source of soil survey 
information for the United States. Currently, NRCS has soils maps and 
data available online for more than 95 percent of the Nation's counties 
and anticipates having 100 percent in the near future. 

As a landowner and farmer, I never bought a piece of land unless 
I consulted a soil survey map. This simple but critiGal step is often the 
differenc~ between profit andl()SS when.it comes to.la,nd use and con­
servation activities. I am very pleased to deliver Internet access to the 
public. 

At the Natural Resources Conservation Service, we seek to help 
farmers and ranchers protect the soil and water on.private land for 
public benefit. Over the past 70 years, our programs have expanded 
and changed, but our mission will always remain the same: to provide 
leadership in a partnershiJ2 effort to help people conserve, maintain, and;" 
impfove our natural resourc~s and environment; This Soil Planner for 
2006 highlights the U.S . . soil survey community working throughout 
the wmld to help peopfo understand soils and help people hep the land. 
We encourage everyone to get involved in sustaining the earth and our 
productive soil resource. 

Bru~I.Kni!llit ~ ~ 
Chi~~Natural Rei!oiirces co:k~ 

It is indeed an honor for the United States to host the 2006 World 
Congress of Soil Science! The Soil Science Society of America (SSSA) 
is delighted to be a key participant in the events of the Congress. This is 
a cooperative venture with the International Union of Soil Science, the 
National Academy of Sciences' National Committee for Soil Science, 
and the USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service. It has been 
more than 45 years since the Congress was held in the USA. During 
those four decades many scientific advancements have been made, 
including remote sensing techniques, geographic information systems, 
development of supercomputers and software, DNA sequencing, na­
noscale analytical procedures, and the concept of precision agriculture. 
The United States has always been a nation of people from, the four 
corners of the world. As the population of the world and soil science 
become more global, we have to understand, cooperate, and network 
with other cultw;.es, philosophies, and beliefs. Thus, the World Con­
gress is an extension of our role in globalization. 

To paraphrase, "the mission of SSSA is to enhance the sustainabil­
ity of soils, the environment, and society ... for the wise stewardship 
of soil and natural resources, and to advance the discovery, practice, 
and profession of soil science through excellence ... to address chal­
lenges facing society .... '' This mission statement is universal, SSSA is 
an international society with approximately 20 percent of our members 

· coming from 84 countries. Our global members have been an integral 
· part of our society and our science. 

The World Congress is being held in Philadelphia, the "City of 
Brotherly Love." It was the home of Benjamin Franklin, one of the best 
known Colonial Philadelphians. His career included being an inventor, 
writ{fr, researcher, and finally, a diplomat. Benjamin Franklin stated that 
"Well done iSobetter than well said.'' We hope that is your lasting im­
pression of the 18th World Congress of Soils (http://www. l 8wcss.org). 

We hope you:enjoy the 2006 Soil Planner, and please attend the 
World Congress of Soil Science in July. See you in Philadelphia! 

MaryE. Collins ~~ C ~ 
President, Soil Science Soci~ America .. . · 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic informa­
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib­
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) .should contact USDNs TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2680 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office 
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


