
(612) Tree/Shrub Establishment 

FY 2017 Environmental Quality Incentives Program Requirement Sheet 

 
Eligible lands: Private agricultural lands needing habitat for targeted species.  Applies to cropland and pastureland 
eligible for conversion to forestland.  This is a timber production practice using black cherry trees to “train” cherrybark 
oak trees. 
 

EQIP Tree/Shrub Establishment Practice Requirements: 
 

1. This practice and requirement sheet are allowable only on suitable sites within counties where it is considered 
native.  Native counties are in green. 

 

 
 

2. Lime and fertilizer are not required for trees or shrubs. 
 

3. Cherrybark Oak may be planted at 6’x6’ (100 cherrybark oaks/acre, 335 black cherry/acre), 8’x8’ (144 
cherrybark oaks/acre, 536 black cherry/acre), or 10’x10’ (196 cherrybark oak/acre, 1014 black cherry/acre) 
spacing with black cherry planted between cherrybark oak according to the following diagram.   
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   X=black cherry, O=cherrybark oak 

4. Greater planting density will result in reduced need for future competition control to maximize targeted growth. 
 



5. Most cherry (outside the higher elevations in the mountains) will have black knot and pitch pockets and will 
succumb and drop out with time. The shorter-lived cherry should fade and naturally release the CBO stems. 
While height growth is greater in cherry than cherrybark oak initially, the crown of black cherry allows filtered 
light to reach the adjacent cherrybark oak.  

 
6. Consider the use of Tree and Shrub Site Preparation (490) practice in conjunction with this practice.   

 
7. Use herbicides in accordance with the label.  Tame grasses are required to be chemically eradicated prior to tree 

planting.  Tame grasses include any prostrate or sod forming grasses including such species as tall fescue and 
Bermudagrass.  Full field treatment is required to remove tame grasses prior to tree planting.   

 
8. Refer to appropriate practice standard (314) Brush Management or (315) Herbaceous weed control for all 

herbicide use and evaluate with WIN-PST. 
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