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Greetings! 

This report highlights National Cooperative Soil Survey 
(NCSS) program activities completed last fiscal year in Soil 
Survey Region 12 (SSR 12). Fiscal year 2016 was packed with 
many challenges and opportunities. State conservationists, 
state soil scientists, regional office staff, MLRA soil survey 
staff, and NCSS cooperators maintained a very active and 
effective program. 

Thanks to this collective effort, SSR 12:
 h updated close to 3 million acres of land with new soils 

information,
 h developed 107 Provisional Ecological Site Descriptions 

(PESDs), and
 h helped NRCS implement agency programs by providing 

3,816 hours of soils technical assistance.  

We are planning activities and prioritizing projects for 
fiscal year 2017. As always, we welcome your comments 
and suggestions. We look forward to working with you and 
supporting the NCSS program and NRCS goals.

Luis Hernandez
Regional Director

 ¨ Updated soils information for 
about 3 million acres.

 ¨ Administrated the completion 
of national agreements 
with EPA–National Wetland 
Condition Assessment 
(NWCA) and National 
Ecological Observatory 
Network (NEON).

 ¨ Dedicated 3,816 hours of 
soil technical assistance to 
support implementation of 
NRCS programs.

 ¨ Assisted 206,430 customers 
with soils and ecological 
technical information.

 ¨ Developed 107 Provisional 
Ecological Site Descriptions 
(PESDs) through the Soil 
Science Division PESD 
Initiative.

 ¨ Continued strengthening 
the National Cooperative 
Soil Survey partnership 
with state, federal, private 
sector, and non-government 
organizations.

 ¨ Finalized the Soil Data Join 
Recorrelation Initiative.

 ¨ Prepared for implementation 
of the Soil Science Division’s 
Coastal Zone Soil Survey 
Initiative.   
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SSR 12 provides technical leadership 
and support in the production, quality 
assurance, and delivery of scientifically 
based soil survey and ecological site 
inventory information throughout the 
northeastern United States. Here are 
just a few of the services we provide:

Coastal Zone Soil Mapping—Having 
a current inventory of submerged (or 
subaqueous) soils and adjacent upland 
soils is crucial to the management of 
coastal activities such as dredging, 
fishing, habitat conservation, plant 
restoration, and urban development. 
SSR 12 has been proactive in mapping 
soils along our coastlines. We are 
committed to continuing our efforts in 
support of the Soil Science Division’s 
Coastal Zone Soil Survey Initiative. 

Ecological Site Descriptions (ESDs)
ESDs are reference documents 
designed to help landowners and 
resources managers make informed 
decisions about managing land within 
an ecological context. They describe 
land with similar physical and biological 
characteristics at scales suitable for natural 
resource planning and management. 

Technical Soil Services—SSR 12 
continues to support the implementation 
of NRCS programs by providing soil 
technical assistance to our internal 
and external customers. Technical soil 
services involves soil scientists helping 
people understand soils and soil survey 
information. Assistance can be in the 
form of education and outreach, onsite 
investigations, interpretations, and 
evaluations, among others.

Urban Soil Survey—According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, 80 percent of 
our nation’s population lives in urban 
areas. SSR 12 is committed to helping 
people help the land not only in our 
rural communities, but also in our urban 
communities. Urban soils are found in 
watersheds that provide drinking water, 
food, waste utilization, and natural 
resources to communities. Urban soils 
also are located within cities in park 
areas, recreation areas, community 
gardens, green belts, lawns, and septic 
absorption fields.

Source: Data obtained from the National 
Soil Information System (NASIS)
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State Sponsored Projects
SSR 12 staff assistance for projects 
implemented by state staff. 

SDJR
Soil Data Join Recorrelation 
(SDJR) is a national initiative to 
evaluate and harmonize county-
based map unit data to higher 
quality, more consistent MLRA 
map units.

Ecological Site Inventory 
(ESI) is a national initiative 
to develop Ecological Site 
Descriptions (ESDs). 

ESIMLRA Update
MLRA update projects are regional soil survey 
areas with published information that requires 
some documented degree of revision. The 
MLRA management team has agreed on the 
evaluation, and resources are available to 
complete all revisions within two years or less.

Initial mapping projects are 
existing soil survey areas 
with a signed memorandum 
of understanding and 
assigned staff to complete 
the initial publication. 

Initial Mapping  
Extensive revision projects are 
county soil survey areas with a 
published report that requires 
extensive revision. The Soil Survey 
Division has approved the survey 
area for updating and republication. 

Extensive RevisionNEON
National Ecological 
Observatory Network 
(NEON) is a continental-
scale observation system for 
examining ecological change 
over time.
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