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Technical Soil Survey Service

NRCS-NJ provides a variety
of technical soil services.
NRCS soil scientists have
conducted trace metal
investigations of soils in
several urban
communities. They have
worked with community
gardens in New Jersey and
the New York City area,
including Newark, Camden, Brooklyn, New Brunswick, and Cherry Hill.
In addition, the soils staff is helping with the ongoing assessment of
soil conditions for growers enrolled in the NRCS-NJ Soil Health
Initiative.

NRCS-NJ Soil Health Initiative

NRCS-NJ developed the NJ Soil Health Initiative as part of the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program. Initiative participants agree
to implement multi-species cover crop on the same fields for a three-
year period and receive soils analyses during that time period to
evaluate results and

benefits.

NRCS allocated $400,000
for this initiative in FY14
and obligated $353,296.
Seventeen contracts
supported cover crop
seeding of 1,526 acres.
Additional funding from
NRCS partners increased
the payments in some watersheds and facilitated aerial seeding.
NRCS-NJ is offering this initiative again in 2015.

Sandy Recovery Work Continues

CARRIE MOSLEY, State Conservationist
732-537-6040
carrie.mosley@nj.usda.gov
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The NRCS State Office is located in Somerset, NJ.
NRCS service centers are located in Hackettstown,
Frenchtown, Freehold, Columbus, Woodstown and
Vineland, the Cape May Plant Materials Center and

the MLRA Soil Survey Office in Hammonton.

After Super Storm Sandy devastated the NJ coast in October 2012, NRCS was able to assist coastal communities through the
Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) and the Emergency Watershed Protection-Floodplain Easement Programs (EWP-FPE).

Monmouth
County
Restoration

of over $8.5 M.

e EWP: 17 agreements totaling over $5M will provide up to 90%
reimbursement of construction costs, plus cover a portion of the engineering
costs for restorations. Through this funding, storm debris has been removed
from over 13 miles of streams and channels resulting in a net economic benefit

e EWP-FPE: NRCS was able to assist with 20 parcels, including 18 residential lots
in Cumberland and Monmouth Counties (40 acres) and 2 agricultural lots in
Hunterdon and Cumberland Counties (462 acres). Funds provided included
$4.8M for easements acquisitions and $1.4M for restoration.

Helping people help the land

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



mailto:carrie.mosley@nj.usda.gov

2014 Farm Bill

The Agricultural Act of 2014, commonly known as the
Farm Bill, was enacted on February 7, 2014.

The new Farm Bill streamlines conservation programs
that enable farmers and forest landowners to get
technical and financial assistance from NRCS.

e The Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP) will allow NRCS to partner with grassroots
organizations to address regional issues.

e Easements on grassland, wetlands and farm land
formerly offered in three separate programs are
now offered through the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP).

e Wildlife resource concerns are now addressed
through the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP).

Source: Comparison of 2008 and 2014 Farm Bills,
national NRCS website (www.nrcs.usda.gov)

Conservation Compliance

The 2014 Farm Bill restored “Conservation Compliance”
requirements for producers who receive crop insurance
subsidies on their premium. Producers who do not already
work with NRCS will need to certify compliance with Highly
Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC). Otherwise they will risk losing their
premium subsidy for crop insurance. Producers should
contact their local Farm Service Agency to be sure they are in
compliance before the June 15, 2015, deadline.

Cover crop
is emerging
in this corn
field after
the aerial
seeding.

Environmental Quality

. 203 $5,117,126
Incentives Program (EQIP)
Agricultural Management
. 11 $180,499
Assistance (AMA)
Conservation Stewardship
7 $273,215
Program (CStP)
Agricultural Conservation
$4,969,843
Easement Program (ACEP)
e  Agricultural Land 1
Easement (ALE)
e  Wetlands Reserve 5
Easement (WRE)

*This total includes $128,524 provided to address prior
year obligations. New Jersey also received the benefit of
$2,797,946 in discretionary funds allocated to NRCS in FY14
through the Conservation Technical Assistance Program.

Data from NRCS Resource Economics Analysis and Policy Division,
Source: USDA, NRCS, FMMI (9/30/2014)

Top 10 conservation practices contracted
in New Jersey in FY14

1. Cover Crop 6. Early Successional
2. Irrigation Water Habitat Development
e and Management
S RICREID 7. Critical Area Planting
Improvement 8. Irrigation System
4.  Forest
Management (Sprinkler)
Plan 9. Residue and Tillage
5. Mulching Management (No-till)

10. Conservation Cover

FY14 Program Dollar Distribution
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Individuals and Entities Served in FY14
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