USDA

= —
— United States Department of Agriculture

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

Investing in Mississippi - 2016

Created by the 2014 Farm Bill, the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven, locally-led approach to
conservation. It offers new opportunities for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to harness innovation, welcome
new partners to the conservation mission, and demonstrate the value and efficacy of voluntary, private lands conservation.

In 2016, NRCS is investing up to $220 million in 84 high-impact projects that impact every state in the nation, including four in
Mississippi. This investment, which builds on the $370 million invested for 2014 and 2015, will help conservation partners and
agricultural producers conserve natural resources, leading to cleaner and more abundant water, healthier soil, enhanced wildlife
habitat and many other benefits.

Mississippi Grazing Land Management

Proposed NRCS Investment: $275,000 (State)

Lead Partner: National Center for Appropriate Technology
Number of Partners: 2

Participating State(s): Mississippi

This five-year project will focus on increasing the number of Mississippi livestock producers who use grazing techniques that
improve the overall health of Mississippi grazing lands. Partners will assist producers in developing new grazing techniques,
including season-long continuous grazing, rest-rotation grazing, deferred-rotation grazing, intensively managed grazing and
familiarizing producers with the advantages of raising pastures rich with local forage varieties. Planting locally adapted
perennial forages will increase the likelihood that producers can maintain forage-based management practices year round
and have been shown to optimize animal and plant performance, as well as improve or maintain pasture and range health.
The target population for the grazing land management project is small livestock producers of large and small ruminants
and experienced grazers who are looking for alternative measures to keep their farm viable. This project will also nurture
new Mississippi-based “pasture innovators,” who will be trained to use innovative grazing practices tailored for specific
breeds of livestock. Project partners will also assist Mississippi producers in developing peer connections, fostering creative
use of natural resources and grazing methods, and using long-term planning approaches.

North Mississippi Kudzu Control Project

Proposed NRCS Investment: $200,000 (State)

Lead Partner: North Central Mississippi Resource Conservation & Development
Number of Partners: 18

Participating State(s): Mississippi

The goal of this project is to provide cost-share assistance to private-owned forestlands in North Mississippi to help
eradicate the invasive weed kudzu. Kudzu has invaded more than 546,000 acres of private-owned forestlands in Mississippi
and has cost forest landowners $54 million dollars annually from loss of timber sales. Kudzu makes it impossible to grow
timber or re-establish timber where kudzu exists.
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Since there has been very limited funding through the federal and state programs for kudzu control, this project hopes to
provide a 75% cost-share program to at least 150 forest landowners in a 12-county area to address sustainable forestry and
improve wildlife habitat. Partners will hold at least three meetings to inform historically underserved producers about the
kudzu control program to ensure that 15% of the landowners receiving cost-share assistance are historically underserved
producers.

RCPP-Skuna River Watershed Project

Proposed NRCS Investment: $339,000 (State)

Lead Partner: Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commission (MSWCC)
Number of Partners: 3

Participating State(s): Mississippi

The RCPP-Skuna River Watershed Project proposes funding the installation of eligible conservation Best Management
Practices (BMPs) on about 1,650 acres of cropland and pastureland for landowners located within a targeted area of the
watershed located in Chickasaw County, Mississippi. MSWCC will pay for the replacement of two large in-channel grade
control structures that have failed, causing serious degradation to the stream banks of the Skuna River Canal in the project
area. Erosion of the soil resource base in the project area removes nutrients, reduces water holding capacity, undermines
plant rooting systems, reduces soil organic matter content, reduces soil tilth and degrades water quality within the project
area. With the installation of NRCS approved BMPS, both sedimentation and animal waste issues will be addressed in this
project.

Southern Sentinel Landscapes Conservation

Proposed NRCS Investment: $7.5 million (National)

Lead Partner: U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities

Number of Partners: 20

Participating State(s): Georgia (lead state), Mississippi & North Carolina

This project will protect and restore 17,500 — 21,500 acres of longleaf and other working forest habitats on private lands
important for at-risk species. The goal of this multistate effort — Mississippi, Georgia and North Carolina - is to reduce the
likelihood that target species will be listed under the Endangered Species Act and to demonstrate the compatibility of
working lands management with at-risk species conservation. These sites and species address shared conservation
interests of the Departments of Agriculture, Defense, and Interior on proposed or potential Sentinel Landscapes. The
proposed project advances goals of the Range-wide Conservation Plan for Longleaf Pine, the NRCS Longleaf Pine Initiative,
and each state’s Forest and Wildlife Action Plans, while also contributing to military installation compatible-use buffers. By
focusing on the overlapping interests of three federal Departments, this proposal delivers more measurable benefits to At-
Risk Species than if the agencies followed separate paths. This proposal builds on the RCPP award the U.S. Endowment for
Forestry and Communities received in 2014.
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