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Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

Investing in Nevada - 2016

Created by the 2014 Farm Bill, the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven, locally-led approach to
conservation. It offers new opportunities for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to harness innovation, welcome
new partners to the conservation mission, and demonstrate the value and efficacy of voluntary, private lands conservation.

In 2016, NRCS is investing up to $220 million in 84 high-impact projects that impact every state in the nation, including two in
Nevada. This investment, which builds on the $370 million invested for 2014 and 2015, will help conservation partners and
agricultural producers conserve natural resources, leading to cleaner and more abundant water, healthier soil, enhanced
wildlife habitat and many other benefits.

Greater Outcomes for Greater Sage-Grouse

Proposed NRCS Investment: $1.9 million (National)
Lead Partner: Partners for Western Conservation
Number of Partners: 6

Participating State(s): Colorado (lead state) & Nevada

Western States are gripped by a common need to improve sagebrush habitat and protect against its future loss. This
regional partnership brings together Nevada and Colorado, who are actively investing in habitat improvements on private
lands with the desire to demonstrate the effectiveness of actions to taxpayers and federal agencies. The project will: 1)
Enhance and protect rangeland for greater sage-grouse, and increase conservation outcomes generated by incorporating a
habitat quantification approach in project selection and design, and building capacity of project support partners to
implement habitat quantification approach; 2) Increase outcomes over time by adaptively managing habitat quantification
tools; and 3) Increase transparency and demand for results from public investments by reporting outcomes generated by
partner and RCPP funds invested online. State, EQIP and CSP funds will create “credit-ready” projects per the specifications
of the Nevada Conservation Credit System and Colorado Habitat Exchange, and private funds will be leveraged to cover
long-term stewardship of the improved project sites. This project addresses the issue of stacking credit payments to ensure
that EQIP and CSP funds are not be used to offset impacts that require compensatory mitigation and investigates innovative
mechanisms for partnering public and private funds to create revolving funds.

High Desert Drought Resilient Ranching

Proposed NRCS Investment: $1.3 million (National)

Lead Partner: Trout Unlimited

Number of Partners: 17

Participating State(s): Idaho (lead state), Nevada & Oregon

Nevada, Idaho and Oregon ranchers have experienced a severe drought for the majority of years in the last 30-year cycle.
This project will help reduce drought impacts to wildlife and livestock in the Owyhee watershed and adjacent communities
in two lesser watersheds, which have been historically underserved.
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Project partners will work together to develop on-the-ground projects that keep water in streams longer for both livestock
and wildlife. Project area selection will emphasize state and private land that currently provides habitat for three focal
species: redband trout, greater sage- grouse and Columbia spotted frogs or is adjacent to known populations and has the

capacity to restore habitat for these species.
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