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 Remove threats to sage-grouse and improve 
sustainability of working ranches

 Implement enough of the right practices in 
the right places to benefit populations

 Assess effectiveness, quantify benefits, adapt 
program delivery, and tell the story

Sage Grouse Initiative



Good for both

 Large, intact landscapes

 Healthy perennial grasses/forbs

 Invasive species management

 Well-designed grazing plan

Bad for both

 Fragmented landscapes

 Overgrazing, depleted perennial 
plants

 Conifer encroachment

 Weeds/annual grasses

“What's good for the bird, 
is good for the herd”

Shared Vision
Wildlife conservation through 

sustainable ranching



NRCS’s long term commitment

• Quantified SGI 
outcomes from first 5 
years 

• Made long-term 
commitment to 
conservation of 
sagebrush ecosystem
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Range-wide Accomplishments 2010-2015

• Worked with ~ 1,200 ranches
• 450K acres of conservation 

easement
• 405K acres of conifer removal
• 2.4 M acres of grazing system 

improvement
• Lots of fence marked
• Many other practices





Directs $211M

State-based plans

4 year planning horizon

Compliments partner plans

SGI 2.0
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Proven Practices Emerging Opportunities

CultivationSubdivision

Infrastructure

Fire/Invasives

Mesic Areas

Conifers



WYOMING SGI 2.0 BUSINESS PLAN



OUR PLAN

 Developed in conjunction with lots of local, state, and federal 
partners.

 Lacking some of the “science” that other states have to estimate 
size of certain threats.

 Repeatedly heard that we need to be more involved in invasive 
species management, especially cheatgrass.

 Followed guidance to identify priorities by PACs, but SG habitat 
and PACs are big in WY… 



Wyoming Conservation Easements 

• Permanently protecting sage grouse habitat from increasing development pressure, with 
primary focus on landscape urbanization using conservation easement dollars and 
leveraged funds from Land Trusts and the State of Wyoming. 

• From 2010-2014 we were involved in 181K acres of conservation easement

• Priority will be given to properties located in areas identified as having high sage grouse 
value with high development potential as indicated by Copeland et al (2013). 

Fiscal 
Year

Progress Measure 
(Units: ac, mi, etc.)

Resource Need
(Farm Bill FA-$)

Program
(EQIP, ACEP, CSP)

2015 33,000 acres expected in 
applications for FY15 (FY15 goals 0 
acres per allocation)

$9 million expected in applications for 
FY15 (current FY15 allocation  is $0.0)

ACEP-SGI

2016 35,000 acres $10 million ACEP-SGI
2017 35,000 acres $10 million ACEP-SGI
2018 35,000 acres $10 million ACEP-SGI
Total $40 million ACEP-SGI



Historical perspective…
In his 1952 book, The 
Sage Grouse in 
Wyoming, Robert L. 
Patterson called for the 
preservation and 
maintenance of 
extensive and 
contiguous areas of 
native vegetation in 
order to conserve sage-
grouse.







How we are going to use the EQIP – SGI program in Wyoming:

• Applying Prescribed Grazing (528) and facilitating practices like fence (328), livestock 
pipeline (516) and watering facility (614). 

• Between 2010 and 2014, we developed plans on 993,000 acres.

• Continue to plan, contract and implement the same level of acres and practices as we 
have.

Fiscal 
Year

Progress Measure 
(Units: ac, mi, etc.)

Resource Need
(Farm Bill FA-$)

Program
(EQIP, ACEP, CSP)

2015 200,000 acres $2,100,000 EQIP, CSP

2016 200,000 acres $2,000,000 EQIP, CSP

2017 200,000 acres $2,000,000 EQIP, CSP

2018 200,000 acres $2,000,000 EQIP, CSP

Total 800,000 acres $8,100,000 EQIP, CSP





Wyoming Habitat Restoration:
• Controlling invasive conifers and cheatgrass using practices 314 (Brush Management) 

and 315 (Herbaceous Weed Control). 

• Targeted in and near PAC/Core areas known to have conifers invading sagebrush habitat 
and cheatgrass invasion levels that threaten to alter fire regimes

• Let’s get SMRRT!

• 2010-2014: 1,200 acres  Huge growth industry 

• Couple with Prescribed Grazing???

Fiscal 
Year

Progress Measure 
(Units: ac, mi, etc.)

Resource Need
(Farm Bill FA-$)

Program
(EQIP, ACEP, CSP)

2015 314- 200 acres
315- 100 acres

$24,000
$3,000

EQIP

2016 314- 1000 acres
315- 10,000 acres

$120,000
$300,000

EQIP

2017 314- 5,000 acres
315- 25,000 acres

$600,000
$750,000

EQIP

2018 314- 10,000 acres
315- 100,000 acres

$1,200,00
$3,000,000

EQIP

Total 314- 16,200 acres
315- 135,100 acres

$1,944,000
$4,053,000

EQIP



USDA Forest Service Gen. Tech. Rep. RMRS-GTR-326. 
2014





Wyoming Dispersed Actions or Emerging Opportunities:

≤25% of resources:

• Easements, Prescribed Grazing (528) and Invasive Control (314 and 315) outside of priority areas

• Consider funding the project if benefits sage grouse.  Priority for outreach and ranking 
will be given to the priority areas identified for those practices. 

• Control of invading Russian olive on important brood rearing and summer habitat using practice 
314 (Brush Management) 

• NRCS will work with the WGFD to identify ephemeral draws and wet meadows invaded 
by Russian olive in priority sage grouse habitat.

• Establishing Firebreaks (394) in important sage grouse areas 

• Awaiting recommendations from the BLM’s SMRRT on placement of Firebreaks within 
WY.

• Wet Meadow Restoration using a variety of practices

• Prioritize wet meadow restoration to important wet areas in Wyoming soon to be 
identified using the same methodology used for the SGI Science to Solution publication.



OUTREACH, OUTREACH, OUTREACH

• STAC

• WACD

• W&P Districts

• SGEO Training Events

• SGIT

• WGFD Coordination Mtg

• “Big Dawg” Mtg

• BLM Resources

• Local FO Outreach

• WY Stock Growers

• Etc.

• Etc.



SGI 2.0 EQIP UPDATE

FY 2016

• Preapproved applications - Sign-Up #1

• 7 applications 

• 100,382 acres

• Pending/Eligible applications – Sign-Up 
#2

• 5 applications

• ~ 59,710 acres

• Herbaceous Weed Control (315)

• Preapproved applications

• 2,637 acres

• Brush Management (314)

• Preapproved applications

• 454 acres 



CSP-SGI UPDATE

FY2016

• Allocation - 48,403.2 acres

• Sign-Up deadline – March 31, 2016 



SWAT UPDATE

• Initially had 5 positions in WY- Buffalo, 
Powell, Lander, Pinedale, Saratoga

• And then there was 1…



RELATED ACTIVITIES AND CHALLENGES

• ESD Priorities

• Soils Mapping Priorities

• Science Needs



SGI SCIENCE







HTTP://MAP.SAGEGROUSEINITIATIVE.COM/

http://map.sagegrouseinitiative.com/














RECIPES

• Sage Grouse Supreme

• Ingredients

• 2 , sage grouse, , filleted and cut into 1-inch cubes 
flour seasoned with generous amounts of paprika, garlic salt, onion salt and pepper 

SAUCE: 
1 cup brewed coffee 
1 (15-ounce) can tomato sauce 
3 tablespoons grape jelly 
1 cup red wine 
1 (14-ounce) can mushrooms , drained 

• Directions:

• Fillet and cut 2 sage grouse into 1-inch cubes. Soak in milk for several hours or overnight. Drain and pat dry. Coat with seasoned flour (to flour 
add generous amounts of paprika, garlic salt, onion salt, and pepper--flour should have a red tint). Brown in hot oil. Place in Dutch oven.

Add sauce ingredients. Cover and cook using 8-10 briquets underneath the Dutch oven and 15-18 briquets on the lid, or in a 350F oven. For 
adult birds, which may be tough, plan on cooking about 2 1/2 hours. You’ll need to freshen your charcoal for the last hour. Check periodically 
and add more wine or water if needed. Serve with rice or noodles and a green salad. Serves four. This is a good recipe for old as well as young 
birds. Pheasant can be substituted for sage grouse.



QUESTIONS?

• Brian Jensen

• NRCS State Biologist

• 307-233-6740

• brian.m.jensen@wy.usda.gov
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