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Conservation Innovation Grants

Purpose:
To stimulate the development and adoption of 
innovative conservation approaches and 
technologies while leveraging the federal 
investment in environmental enhancement and 
protection, in conjunction with agricultural 
production.



Conservation Innovation Grants

Objective:
NRCS expects to incorporate innovative technologies 
and approaches that result from CIG into NRCS 
programmatic and technical manuals, guides, 
activities, and references, and to transfer these 
innovations to others in the public sector.



Conservation Innovation Grants

National Component
- Maximum award amount not to exceed $2 million (NEW)
- Funding level $20 million

State Component
- Maximum award amount  not to exceed $75,000
- Funding level; up to 5% of State Environmental Quality 

Incentive Program (EQIP) State  Allocation
- For FY16 $250,000 is allocated to the program



CIG Requirements

• Applicants must be: Federally-recognized Indian tribes, State 
or local unit of governments, non-governmental organization; 
and individuals.

• Must involve farmers, rancher, NIPF producers.
• Project or activity must promote environmental protection or 

natural resources enhancement.
• Applicants must show 1:1 match which can be any ratio of 

cash and/or in-kind). 
• Project must be transferable to NRCS and the Agricultural and 

Forest community to adopt.



Funding Priority

• Local adaptation 
• Integration to NRCS Oregon’s Implementation Strategy
• Promotes environmental enhancement in conjunction 

with agricultural production
• Improves and enhance existing conservation efforts
• Transferability to agricultural community



FY16 CIG State Component
State Resource Concern Category

Energy 
AIR Quality/Climate Change
Water Quality
Water Quantity
Plant Health/Vigor
Soil Quality/Health
Wildlife Habitat



FY 2016 CIG State and National 
Component Announcement
National CIG: opens March 7, 2016; closes MAY 10, 2016

State CIG:
Anticipated date to announce the State CIG March 25, 2016; 
closing date May 23, 2016

Contact Information:
Todd M. Peplin, USDA-NRCS 
1201 NE Lloyd Blvd. Suite 900 
Portland, OR. 97232 
Phone: (503) 414-3292 
E-mail: todd.peplin@or.usda.gov

mailto:todd.peplin@or.usda.gov


"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer." 

9


	FY16 Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)
	Conservation Innovation Grants�
	Conservation Innovation Grants�
	Conservation Innovation Grants�
	CIG Requirements
	Funding Priority
	FY16 CIG State Component
	FY 2016 CIG State and National Component Announcement
	Slide Number 9

