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What is EQIP

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
is a voluntary program that provides assistance to
farmers interested in improving the soil, water, air, and
related natural resources on their land. Through EQIP,
the USDA- Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) provides technical assistance as well as cost
incentives to assist farmers in addressing

resource
concerns that relate to soil erosion, soil quality, water
quality, water conservation, wildlife habitat and
forestry.

Farmers approved for EQIP can install set conservation
practices on agricultural land and receive financial and
technical assistance. Along with input from the farmer,
NRCS will develop a conservation plan, on the acreage
affected by their EQIP practices. All practices must
meet NRCS technical standards and specifications.

How Does EQIP Work

1. Eligible producers sign-up for assistance to address

one or more of Georgia’s Resource Concerns:

® Water Quantity (water management and irrigation),
® Grazing Land Management,

¢ Cropland Erosion,

® Forestry/Woodland Management

® Water Quality (nutrient and pest management)

2. NRCS will review each application. A field visit
will be made to assess the needs listed on the
application which is only a request for assistance.

3. Each application is ranked with higher priority

given to applications with the most environmental
benefit using a statewide Environmental Benefits
Index (EBI) ranking worksheet.

4. Producers with the highest EBI will be approved.

5. Producers will be notified of approval status.

6. If approved, the producer is responsible for getting
the practices installed according to NRCS Practice

Standards and Specifications.

7. All payments are reimbursable. Payment will made
after the practice has been installed and certified by
NRCS or a Technical Service Provider (TSP).

Small Scale and Limited Resource Farmer Assistance

The purpose of the Small Scale and Limited Resource
Farmer assistance is to increase technical assistance and
program participation in all NRCS programs through
improved outreach efforts to Small Scale and Limited
Resource farmers. This assistance is designed to assist those
individuals who have historically not participated in or
never ranked high enough to receive financial assistance
through regular EQIP. Through this outreach initiative, the
NRCS will help break potential barriers that might exist
and limit participation in USDA programs.

Who is considered Small Scale or Limited Resource

A Small Scale Producer

Qualifies for 75% Payment-Incentive, if the following is met:
e A person who owns/operates a total of 150 acres or less
i e A person who own 40 acres of woodland or less

e A person with a total adjusted gross income of less than
: $50,000 for the family
e Producer must complete Self-Certification Form

A Limited Resource Producer

! Qualifies for 90% Payment-Incentive, if the following is met:
fe A person with gross farm sales not more than $116,800 in
i each of the previous two years
e A person with higher of either:
e A total household income at or below the national
poverty level for a family of four
(Or)
e Less than 50 % of the county median household income
in each of the past two years
i o Producer must utilize on-line tool to Self-Certify

: @ Size of farm is not a consideration

Contract Information
e Contract will be limited to $20,000

e Contract length can not exceed 5 years

e Small Scale Farmer payment rate will be 75 %

¢ Limited Resource Farmer payment rate will be 90 %
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e A cost-shared practice must be started within 12
months of contract approval. Failure to may result in
contract penalties and termination.

e The producer is expected to make continuous progress
towards implementation of their contract, unless
circumstances beyond the producer’s control
prevented the start of the practice.

Eligibility
e All participants must be registered in the Service

Center Information Management System (SCIMS) or
grant permission to be registered in SCIMS.

¢ Applicants must:

e Be agricultural producers who have a minimum
of $1,000 in agricultural products produced
and/or sold for 2 of the past 5 years or IRS
Schedule F form showing profit or loss from the
farm operation. The producer is responsible for
self-certification.

e Own or have control of the land (lease, rent, etc.)
for term of contract,

o Be actively engaged in the farming operation,

¢ Be an individual, entity or joint operation,

e Be willing to follow a prescribed grazing plan, if
they have pastureland, in order to qualify for
grazing practices, i.e. fencing, watering facilities,
wells, etc.






