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TDA Mission Statement

Partner with all Texans to make Texas the nation's 
leader in agriculture, fortify our economy, empower 
rural communities, promote healthy lifestyles, and 

cultivate winning strategies for rural, suburban and 
urban Texas through exceptional service and the 
common threads of agriculture in our daily lives.





Agriculture and Consumer
Protection Division



Pesticides in the 
Environment



Must Read and Have Label 
Before Applying



FIFRA Rules Administered

Section 3    Federally Approved 
Registration

Section 24(c) Special Local Need
Section 18 Emergency Exemptions
Section 5 Experimental Use Permit
Section 2ee Special Recommendations
Section 25(b) Exempt from Federal & 

State Registration
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The water cycle and 
pesticide contamination 

is a complex process
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1 - 5

6 - 10

11 - 15

16 - 20

Delmatier and Wilson 2002

Texas Globally Rare            
Endangered and Threatened 

Species per County  





Acute Pesticide 
Toxicity Categories

Hazard Indicator I II III IV

Signal Word Severe Moderate Slight Very Slight

Oral LD50 >= 59 mg/Kg 50-500 mg/Kg 500-5000 mg/Kg >5000 mg/Kg

Inhalation LD50 >= 0.2 mg/liter 0.2 -2.0 mg/liter 2 - 20 mg/liter >20 mg/liter

Dermal LD50 >= 200 mg/Kg 200-2000 mg/Kg 2000-20000 mg/Kg >20000 mg/Kg

Eye Effects Corrosive, non-reversible Corneal opacity reversible 7d Irritation reversible 7d No eye irritation

Skin Effects Corrosive Severe irritation 72 hrs. Moderate 72 hrs. Mild or slight 72 hrs.

Hazard Indicator I II III IV

Toxicity Severe Moderate Slight Very Slight

Oral LD50 Up to 50 mg/Kg 50-500 mg/Kg 500-5000 mg/Kg >5000 mg/Kg

Inhalation LD50 Up to 0.2 mg/liter 0.2 -2.0 mg/liter 2 - 20 mg/liter >20 mg/liter

Dermal LD50 Up to 200 mg/Kg 200-2000 mg/Kg 2000-20000 mg/Kg >20000 mg/Kg

Eye Effects Corrosive, non-reversible Corneal opacity reversible 7d Irritation reversible 7d No eye irritation

Skin Effects Corrosive Severe irritation 72 hrs. Moderate 72 hrs. Mild or slight 72 hrs.



The risk from 
using pesticides 
to control old 
and new pests

continually has 
to be evaluated



Biosecurity/ Plant Programs
 Nursery/Floral Licensing (Ag Code 71, 4 TAC 22)
 Phytosanitary Inspection (Ag Code 71, 4 TAC 19-21)
 Export Certification (State and Federal)
 Quarantine Inspection (Ag Code 71, 4 TAC 19-21)
 Post-entry Inspection (7 CFR 319.37) – Propagative material
 Road Station Inspection (Quarantine, State & Federal)
 Market Blitz Inspection (Quarantine, State & Federal)
 Pest Monitoring, and Surveys (CAPS, State Quarantine)
 USDA-APHIS Permits: 

 Plant Pests & Noxious Weeds (PPQ 526)
 Soil (PPQ 525A)
 Post-entry Permits (PPQ 546)
 Import (PPQ 488)     





Citrus Greening
&

Asian Citrus Psyllid

Diaphorina citri

Candifdatus Liberibacter 
asiaticus

Fruit drop in Florida

Deformed fruit



FRUIT FLY QUARANTINE

Mexican Fruit Fly
Mediterranean Fruit Fly
Caribbean Fruit Fly
Serpentine Fruit Fly
Sapote Fruit Fly, etc. 





Trade and Business
Development Division



Feral Hog Facts 
Texas AgriLife Extension estimates:
http://feralhogs.tamu.edu/frequently-asked-questions-wild-pigs/

 - 4 to 5 million feral hogs in the United States, approximately 2 
million in Texas

 - Feral hogs can be found in approximately 230 of our 254 counties 
 - Cause an estimated $52 million of damage to Texas agricultural 

enterprises each year 
 - Feral hog population is increasing 18-20% per year in Texas



Feral Hog Grants - Programs funded at TDA:

o - Feral hog abatement/management through Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension – Wildlife Services

o - Research of toxicants with Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department

o - County grants programs such as Hog Out and County 
Hog Abatement Matching Program (CHAMP) 
Funding for counties is expected to continue in some 
form.

 More than $4 million has been appropriated to TDA for 
feral hog abatement since 2006



Funding Breakdown
 - Texas Wildlife Services: historically takes 21,000 – 25,000 hogs 

per year with TDA grant funds.  Average price/hog is over $20.


 - Hog Out County Grants: over 3 years, the Hog Out grants resulted 
in over 30,000 hogs taken with an average cost/hog of less 
approximately $5.


 - County grants encourage partnerships between local counties, 
landowner, and private and non-profit business. 



 - 37 Counties participated in the Hog Out Challenges between 2010 
- 2013



USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG) 


-The SCBG is designed to solely enhance the competitiveness 
of specialty crops which is defined as fruits and vegetables, 
dried fruit, tree nuts and nursery crops (including floriculture).


-TDA accepts applications from industry groups, associations 
and other entities for projects related to marketing, plant health, 
food safety, nutrition and value added initiatives. Plant health 
specifically includes projects that can address the following as 
they relate to specialty crops:



 Environmental Concerns and Conservation with SCBG

Encourage projects that:
‐ Evaluating water use efficiency in regards to current drought 
conditions and for climate change adaptation

‐ Assisting growers to adapt to climate change by conducting 
research and demonstrating the implementation of strategies 
where technologies are already available ‐ especially water use 
efficiency and invasive pest detection, control and management

‐ Accelerating implementation of Best Management Practices 
(BMP) for water conservation and efficiency, including 
development of a BMP manual for specific specialty crops



During the 2013 funding cycle, TDA awarded 
funds to the following water conservation 
projects:
 1.  Water Smart Resource Management Campaign to ensure 

Specialty Crop Sales

 2.  Educating the Specialty Crop Industry on Best Practices for 
Water Conservation in Business and with Consumers

 3.  Outreach and Education of Irrigation Conservation 
Methodologies for Texas Fruit & Vegetable Growers

 4.  Conserving Water in Rural and Urban Vegetable Farming



External Relations
Program – Executive

Division





 • Resource to bring buyers/sellers of hay together.

 • Automated System – Seller inputs information and has control to edit or

cancel ad in the future. Ad valid for 90 days unless edited.

 • List types of hay, sizes, prices, quality and logistics for picking up/shipping,

etc.

 • Hay Hauler Listings

 • Pasture Listings, Hay Waivers, Hay Markets

 • Can limit search by county in a particular state or do a nationwide search.

Hay Hotline General Information



Call the Texas Department of Agriculture  at 1-800-TELL-TDA. 

TexasAgriculture.gov
David T. Villarreal  PhD david.villareal@texasagriculture.gov

Version 1: May 2013



That’s All Folks!!


