
	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	
 

	
	

																																																					
	

	 	 					 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 			
	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	
 		
 	 		
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 		

	 			
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
	

PUERTO RICO STATE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
JUNE 11, 2014, 9:00 A.M.
 
HACIENDA LA ESPERANZA
 

MANATI, PR
 

MINUTES
 

Attendees: 

Edwin Almodóvar, USDA‐NRCS Pablo Hernández, Distrito Noroeste 
José A. Castro, USDA‐NRCS Ana Román, FWS 
Fernando Arroyo, USDA‐NRCS Ernesto Díaz, DRNA 
Ramón L. Rivera, DRNA Fernando Nuñez, DRNA 
Marisol Morales, USDA NRCS Nilda González, USDA NRCS 
Vivian Toro, Distrito Noroeste Evelyn Huertas, USEPA 
Marelisa Rivera, FWS Iván Llerandi Román, FWS 
Carmen L. Santiago, USDA‐NRCS Nancy R. Cardona, SUNIA 
Jaime Valentín, USDA NRCS Alixandra M. Galindo, SUNIA 
Isela Ortiz, Distrito Suroeste Yasid A. Figueroa, SUNIA 
José Delgado, Grain and Forages Project 
Carlos Torres, Para la Naturaleza (Fideicomiso) 
Soledad Gaztambide, Para la Naturaleza (Fideicomiso) 

Excused: Edwin Muñiz, FWS; Sindulfo Castillo, US COE 

The moderator, Fernando Arroyo, announced that the attendance list was passed around. 
Minutes and agenda were distributed by email previously. Arroyo announced that we the 
farmer José Delgado with a presentation about Grain and Forages Project in Puerto Rico 
Alluvial Valleys. 

The Chairman Edwin Almodóvar called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. He announced 
that he would be changing the agenda to first have Carlos Torres from “Para la 
Naturaleza (Fideicomiso)” to welcome the group and provide a brief introduction of La 
Hacienda Esperanza. After the introduction by the Chairman, Carlos Torres welcomed the 
audience and made some announcements about places to have lunch and about the ladies 
and men’s rooms. 

Carlos Torres briefed about the following: 

 Wetlands 
 Endangered plants 
 La Casa del Marquéz (used by him only for staying short periods to rest.) He lived in 

San Juan. 
 The production of La Hacienda decreased with the abolition of slavery. 
 Most protected areas are in the coastal plain of North. 
 Cane mill (Only one of that kind in the world.) 
 Smoke pipe (The highest smoke pipe in Puerto Rico) 
 Vivarium ‐	they are building a vivarium following the design they have there. 
 Projects (archeology, geology, wildlife.) 
 Caves (the most underground caves in the world.) 
 Acres for rent ‐	There are 60 acres for rent for interested farmers. A conservation 

clause will be included in the contract. 
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By closing his introduction, Carlos Torres announced the available tours to La Hacienda 
and informed that reservations can be made through the Webpage or personally. They 
have all their activities in the Webpage. 

The Chairman thanked Carlos Torres and welcomed everyone to the meeting. Then, asked 
the audience to introduce themselves. 

	 Announced that budget has not changed. 
	 Programs have been consolidated. His assistant for Programs, José A. Castro, in his 

presentation will provide more information about changes. Also informed that there 
are good news to Isela and Vivian concerning the Districts. 

José A. Castro, USDA‐NRCS, discussed at length the following: 

	 RCPP – a new Farm Bill. Agreements between the farmer and the Government. The 
announcement will open on July 14 and close on July 28 at 4:30 p.m. To apply online 
visit Grant.com, click on the announcement and submit the project. There are good 
projects including La Yerba Venezolana. 

 CIG – an opportunity to work with the Organic Farms.
 
 EQIP – there are 696 applications and contracts already signed.
 
 Energy – 106 applications for audits for dairy and poultry farms. The dairy industry
 

matches funds. We have made more contracts than previous years. 

José Delgado spent considerable amount of time discussing his project about Grain and 
Forages in Puerto Rico Alluvial Valleys. 

Subcommittee Report (Wildlife/Wetland/Forestry) by Iván Llerandi, Chair 

	 Presented the report prepared by the members of the subcommittee highlighting 
Dr. Collazo’s project to increase the conservation areas in the Island. Also briefed 
the objective of his project. 

SUNIA Program: 

Ana Román from FWS introduced the three new SUNIA Interns. This program has been 
hosted by FWS for three years. 

 Nancy R. Cardona
 
 Alexandra M. Galindo
 
 Yasiel A. Figueroa
 

Nancy – Bachelor’s degree in Sciences and Environmental Technology. In the SUNIA 
Internship Program at USFWS in Cabo Rojo will focus on the Guánica Bay/Río Loco 
Watershed management and natural resources conservation; and enhancement the 
relationship to watershed management for coastal ecosystems and initiatives in the 
Caribbean Area. 

http:Grant.com
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Alexandra – Bachelor’s degree in Biology. In the SUNIA Internship Program at USFWS in 
Cabo Rojo will focus on the Guánica Bay/Río Loco Watershed and natural resources 
management contributing on the overall effort in the conservation of coral reef 
ecosystem. Will be working on the Coral Reef Species Sensitivity Database project for the 
Caribbean Area. 

Yasiel – Undergraduate student majoring in Environmental Sciences. In the SUNIA 
Intership Program at USFWS in Cabo Rojo will focus the conservation and management of 
the Río Loco Watershed. Using the GIS will be estimating the reduction in erosion, 
sedimentation and pollutant load that has been reduced by the implementation of the 
Hydro seeding technique in several sites of the Río Loco Watershed. Also will be assisting 
and coordinating the deliveries of trees to farmers and partners of the Río Loco 
Watershed. 

Fernando Arroyo: 

 Discussed and informed about the next STC meeting to be held in the USVI. They 
reactivated the members of the District. 

 USVI has an archaic irrigation system and they want to remove it. 
 Announced the position of Soil Conservation Technician in Mayaguez. It will be posted 

in USA Jobs for 30 days. 
 Will meet with the new executive secretaries of the Districts in the Southeast area. 

Wrap Up and Adjourn 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting by expressing his appreciation for the excellent 
presentations and thanking Soledad Gaztambide and Carlos Torres from “Para La 
Naturaleza” (Fideicomiso de Conservación) and asked Soledad to extend his gratitude to 
Fernando Lloveras for giving the opportunity to hold the STC meeting in their facilities. 

He announced the date for next meeting, it will be held in St. Croix on September 17. Nilda 
will send all information. 

There being no further business to discuss, meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 

Recorded and translated into English by Nilda González 


